
 

There was also a display by the 
NPAS police helicopter.  

Thank you to our Y5 volunteers. 
What a great experience to be part 
of!  

Flag and Empire day at Beamish Museum 
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West Rainton Y5 pupils with our 
proud contribution to the flag parade.  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 26th May– School 
Closed.  

    Y5/6 pupils Robin Wood 
 

 Sunday 4th June– St Mary’s 
church big lunch 

 

 Monday 5th June– Back to 
school 

 

 Friday 16th June- ‘Great get 
together’ coffee morning 

 

 Tuesday 27th June– athletics 
records’ day (pm) 

 

 Saturday 8th July– Durham 
miners’ gala 

 

 Monday 10th July– Parents’ 
evening 

 

 Wednesday 12th July– Sports’ 
day (am)  

 

 Thursday 13th July– 90th 
birthday picnic 

 

 Wednesday 19th July– Y6 
awards’ night 

 

 Thursday 20th July– Nursery 
leavers’ graduation 

 

 Friday 21st July— Break up 
for summer holidays 

West Rainton Primary School pupils were 
honoured to join our friends from      
Durham mini police in Beamish Museum’s 
Flag and Empire 
weekend.  

The celebration, 
wh i c h  d a t e s 
back to the end 
of the Boer War 
in 1902, used to 
be celebrated on 
the 24th May to 
coincide with 
Queen Victoria’s birthday. 

Our group joined 1500 other     
members of the mini police, brownies, 
rainbows, scouts and cadets in a  
parade which marched from Beamish 
town to the colliery pit village.  

The message behind the flag parade 
was to remind children and young 
people of their duties as British    
citizens. Encouraging our pupils to be 
proud of their achievements and to show 
dedication and commitment to a cause is 
something we hold very dear at West 
Rainton Primary School still today.  

The children also got to meet stars from 
Channel 5’s ‘Police Interceptors’ show. 



 

Pupils in Year 3 enjoyed  
bringing their learning to life 
with a recent visit to Arbeia 
Roman Fort.  

The children got to walk in the 
shoes of a true Roman soldier, 
discover what life was like at 
the time and also experience 
some Roman art.  

The pupils learnt about the 
purpose of the fort as a supply 
station ready to transport 
things up to Hadrian’s wall.  

They got the chance to be 
archaeologists as they dug for 
Roman artefacts.  

Later on, the 
pupils had to 
work together 
to decide 
what the 
artefacts were 
made of and 
what their 
purpose was 
in Roman life. 
Well done to 

all of our Year 3s. You were a 
credit to us and your families on 
your trip.  

Nursery we are beginning to 
look back and reflect on what 
has been a 
brilliant year 
j am -packed 
with learning        
opportunities.  

The children 
j u s t  l o v e 
getting stuck 
in to role 
p l a y –          
tea anyone? 

If you’ve looked carefully 
through the fence of nursery’s 
outdoor area you may have 
spied a beautiful new area 
that has been recently added.  

The mud kitchen role play 
area is our latest commitment 
to providing a rich and varied 
start to education for our 
youngest learners.  

As we come to the end of our 
first year as West Rainton 

Year 3’s enjoy a visit to Arbeia Roman Fort 

Another new addition to nursery outdoor resources 

the decoration has been a 
long-awaited part of our 
plans.  

The school badges on the 
front and rear of the   
building have also been 
replaced just in 
time for a whole-
school commemo-
rative photograph 
to be taken in the 
final half-term.   

We hope you 
agree that for a 

90 year old building, that 
was only meant to be   
temporary for twenty years, 
is not looking too bad.  

Happy birthday West   
Rainton Primary School! 

School gets a spruce up for its 90th birthday 

We just couldn't let the 
90th year of our school 
pass without giving it a 
bit of a makeover.  

Over the Easter break, the 
wooden cladding was 
given a coat of emerald 
green– the shade that has 

come to be synonymous 
with our lovely school.  

After the windows were 
replaced  in summer 2015, 
the cladding has looked 
tired alongside them and 
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Ripley bear oversees the   
installation of nursery’s new 

mud kitchen. 

Year 3 visit the Roman 
fort of Arbeia 

“ I love the green colour. 

The school looks brand 

new” 

 



 

Pupils from across the whole school were 
offered a unique opportunity recently 
when we forged a partnership with the 
African Children's Choir’ in Uganda.  

Choir 46, who visited the North East as 
part of a tour of the USA and UK, are a 
group of 18 boys and girls aged 8 and 9 

who have been 
rescued from 
real  pove r ty 
t h rough  t he 
p o w e r  o f     
singing.  

We were de-
lighted to per-
form alongside 
t h e m  a t  

Houghton Bethany Centre in April 
before welcoming them for an after-
noon in school.  

This was truly an experience that 
neither group of children will ever 
forget and we know it is just the start 
of a very special friendship.  

produced. They are an incredi-
bly hard-working cohort and 
enjoy showing off what they 
know. In DT this term they 
have been challenged to make 
their own marble runs; a fun 
unit for all! They also thor-
oughly enjoyed a visit from 
Steve’s animal ark– the staff 
weren’t so sure! 

Year 5/6 received some excit-
ing news post SATS when it 
was announced that local 
author, Anne Curtis will be 
visiting them to see what they 
have been up to in English 

This half term may have been 
a short one but we have  
continued to pack in as much 
exciting work as possible 
across the school. 

In Year 1, as well as preparing 
for their upcoming phonics 
test, the pupils have been busy 
creating some fabulous leaf 
collages in art. They were 
incredibly proud to show off 
their use of naturally sourced 
materials as they made animal 
pictures.  

Our Year 2 pupils have been 
taking time out of SATs 
preparation to learn the game 
of hockey in PE. It is proving 
to be a firm favourite of this  
class and we can’t wait to see 
which house wins in their end 
of unit tournament.  

Our Year 4s continue to 
amaze with the standard of 
writing and maths work   

lessons. The children have 
studied a text, called Angel 
Boy, written by Anne which 
covers themes of bullying and 
the supernatural. 

Phew! No wonder we are 
ready for a half-term holiday! 
It’s exhausting just looking at 
all of this wonderful work. 

A beautiful partnership with our friends from Uganda 

Incredible work to celebrate across the school 
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West Rainton Primary Choir 
patiently waiting to head in to 

perform 

The digital story of  
Angel Boy has really 

inspired writing in Y5/6 

‘I made mine into a 

bird’ 



 

Brake, is designed to get 
young minds thinking about 
how to stay safe.  

Children learnt about the 
importance of wearing seat-
belts and holding an adult’s 

Our nursery pupils have been 
finding out all about road 
safety as they took part in 
national ‘Beep Beep’ day.  

The awareness raising day, 
run by road safety charity, 

hand when crossing roads 
before playing with all of our 
toy cars and making traffic 
light biscuits.  

Parents can also access  
information on buying    
correct car seats according 
to height and weight.  

If you would like to know 
more, please ask in school.  

Beep Beep day in nursery 

Reception’s learning journey is nearing the finish line 

It may seem hard to believe but 
we are drawing ever closer to 
the end of another academic 
year.  

Pupils in key data years–      
reception, Year 2 and Year 6, 
have been busy showing us 
what they can do in their   as-
sessments.  

Year 1 pupils will be sitting their 
phonics screening check soon 
after the half term break and we 
could not be prouder of how 
hard everyone is   working.  

R e c e p t i o n  p u p i l s  h a v e          
progressed so well to become 
r e a d e r s ,  w r i t e r s  a n d         
mathematicians.  

They have also loved 
learning about life cycles 
in s c ience  recent ly , 
w a t c h i n g  t h e         
t ransformat ion f rom 
tadpole to frog  occur 
before their very eyes.  

We are fast approaching the 
celebration of 90 years in   
operation.  

Our plans are to hold a    
memory event which would be 
open over the week beginning 
10th July.  

Our third annual picnic event 
will also form the school’s 90th 
birthday party and we want as 
many community members to 
attend as possible.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 West Rainton Primary School turns 90 

 Share in our nursery graduation celebrations 

 Say farewell to our Y6 leavers 
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90th birthday 
celebration plans 

Over the weekend of the 
16th—18th June a ‘great get 
together’ is planned across the 
whole country in memory of the 
MP, Jo Cox.  

Her family said a fitting tribute 
to her memory would be to get 
communities together no matter 
what the excuse.  

We will be hosting a coffee 
morning on Friday 16th to 
show our support for the occa-
sion and to bring our little 
school community together as 
one.  

‘We have more in 
common than 

that which 
divides us’ 


