
 

We were delighted to welcome the 
Right Worshipful Mayor of Durham 
to officially cut our cake and com-
memorate the birthday.  

Also a huge thank you and well 
done to our Y5/6businesses and Mr. 
Freney’s brass band for providing 
the entertainment.  

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY WRPS! 

West Rainton Primary School Newsletter 

West Rainton 
Primary Voice 

Celebrating our 90th year of service 

July 2017 West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 33 

Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 21st July– Leavers’ 
assembly 9.15am 

 Break up for summer holidays 
 

 Tuesday 6th September– New 
academic year begins for all 
school and nursery pupils 

 

 Saturday 16th September– 
West Rainton & Leamside 
Village Show 

 

 Teacher training days for up-
coming year 

 

 Monday 4th September 2017 
 

 Monday 8th January 2018 
 

 Friday 9th March 2018 
 
 

It was a fantastic occasion to celebrate 
our wonderful school’s 90th birthday in 
July this year.  

The school, built in 1927, was initially 
built as a temporary measure to last 
around 20 years. Here we are, 90 years 
later, celebrating that very event.  

Our annual community picnic was held to 
commemorate the birthday and many 
stalls and activities were on offer.  

All pupils, as part of their food         
technology studies, provided a range of 
party food to share with our community. 
Local businesses came to share in the 
celebration and contribute to our buffet.  

 



 

Year 4 rounded off 
their   history studies 
of Anglo-Saxon life 
with a trip to Jarrow 
Hall, formerly known 
as Bede’s World.  

The children spent  the 
day looking at several 
aspects  of  Anglo -
Saxon life and culture 

such as crime and punishment, 
storytelling, farming and food. 

Around the Anglo-Saxon fire 

telling their own stories 
and riddles to the group.  

Poor Mrs Firth ended up 
in the stocks in court as 
the children dispensed 
justice– Anglo-Saxon 
style!  

Once gain, the children     
displayed exemplary be-
haviour and superb   
knowledge of the history– 
well done to all!  

 

their own hexagonal tile.  

Using coloured frit (small glass 
chippings), the children created 
designs to be placed in the kiln 

Pupils in Years 5 and 6 spent 
a really enjoyable day at the 
National Glass Centre in   
Sunderland recently.  

The pupils spent the morning 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  s c i e n c e         
experiments about changing 
states before watching a glass 
blowing demonstration.  

In the afternoon, the children 
were able to create their own 
glass artwork as they designed 

to melt and fuse the glass 
together.  

Well done to everyone on the 
trip; you made a super impres-

sion on the Glass Cen-
tre staff and visitors.  

We hope you enjoyed 
the new experience of 
working with glass.  

Year 4’s trip to Anglo– Saxon times 

Y5/6 trip to the National Glass Centre 

about the creatures they 
saw.  

O n  t h e    
afternoon the    
children were 
put through 
their paces 
on a long 
w e t l a n d s 
walk. There 
were lots of 
tired legs on 
the bus journey home.  

Y1 & 2 visit Washington Wetlands Trust 

Year 1 and 2 pupils loved 
their recent trip to Wash-
ington Wetlands Centre.  

The children spent the day 
getting close to a range of 
birds and wildlife including 
flamingos, ducks, swans, 
geese and otters.  

Spending the day in the 
habitat of these wonderful 
creatures allowed the chil-
dren to consolidate their 
science learning this year 
and to identify even more 
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We were lucky enough to see 
the HMS Ocean return to 

Sunderland as our visit came 
to an end.  

Year 4 visit the Anglo 
Saxon World at Jarrow 

Hall 

“ I loved the flamingoes 

because they were standing 

on one leg!” 

Year 1 pupil 



 

Pupils in Years 5 and 6 were offered the 
opportunity to visit our capital city for an 
action packed day of fun recently.  

After an early morning train from       
Durham, we managed to squeeze in 
breakfast at McDonalds, a visit to     
Buckingham Palace, the London Duck 
Tour, lunch at TGI Fridays, shopping in 
M&M world and a tour of Madam     
Tussaud’s.  

The children had a fantastic time and 
loved experiencing life in one of the    
busiest cities in the world. One of the 
highlights of the trip was riding on 
the London underground– they loved 
it!  

The children 
were in awe 
of Bucking-
ham Palace 
and screamed 

with delight when the London Duck 
Tour splashed down onto the River 
Thames.  

Thank you to all of our volunteers, 
i n c l ud ing  PC  Madsen ,  who          
accompanied us to make this possible.  

occasion before heading 
o f f  t o  a  t e a  pa r t y       
celebration with their 
families.   

It has been a truly fantas-
tic year in our new nurs-
ery and we can’t thank 
our community members 
enough for supporting all 
that we’ve done and com-
ing with us on this excit-
ing new journey.  

It has been a wonderful 
adventure down in early 
years since we took on 
the nursery in September 
last year.  

Our 2s, 3s and 4yr olds 
teach us so much every 
s ingle day and have   
thoroughly enjoyed the 
experiences they’ve had 
over this year.  

Our Year 5 special friends 
led a brilliant graduation 
ceremony, sharing all that 
we know and love about 
our nursery leavers.  

The children, dressed in 
green graduation caps 
and gowns, rece ived   
s p e c i a l  g i f t s  a n d        
mementos to mark this 

With support like this, 
there’s no telling how far 
your children will go. 

 We can’t wait to see 
wha t  th i s  g roup  o f     
talented young stars can 
achieve in school.  

London trip 2017 

The very first graduates of West Rainton Nursery 
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The London Duck Tour and 
Madam Tussaud’s were just some 
of the attractions we packed in to 

our day in the capital 

The very first graduates 
of West Rainton Nursery 

2017 

‘’You can count on 

me like 1,2,3. I’ll be 

there…’ 

Nursery and Y5 

special friends sing at 

the graduation.  



 

They have worked incredibly 
hard over  the seven years 
with us and have among 
them stars of the stage and 
our sports teams.  

 

This July, we say goodbye 
and good luck to 13      
wonderful pupils who leave 
us to move on to their next 
steps.  

We wish them the very best 
for the future and hope to 
hear wonderful news of all 
they’ve achieved in the years 
to come.  

Goodbye to our Y6 leavers 

WRPS– Award winning school 

It has been an incredibly busy but 
rewarding term as Mrs Firth and 
Mr McDonough have led the 
whole school community through 
two rigorous award processes.  

Mrs Firth, in her role as special 
educational needs co-ordinator, 
has spent the year auditing,  
evaluating and training the entire 
s choo l  c ommun i ty  a s  we        
approached an inclusion award 
assessment. An assessor spent the 
whole day in school and left no 
stone unturned in her  evaluation 
of our school in what is a very 
difficult award to achieve. We 
passed with flying colours as she 
saw that in West Rainton, ‘the 
children come first.’ 

S i m i l a r l y ,  M r 
McDonough has spent 
the year preparing for 
the AfPE award for our 
sports provision which 
again,  was seen as   
u n r i v a l l e d  b y  t h e      
assessor. We hope to 
hear about AfPE award 
early in September. 

Congratulations to all!  

A recent update to Snapchat 
allows users to see the location 
of every photo/video taken, 
potentially placing children at 
serious risk.  

To turn off snap map location 
sharing: 

In photo taking mode, pinch 
screen to open Snap Map 

Touch the settings cog in top 
right corner 

Tap ‘ghost mode’ to turn off 
location sharing 

All photos/videos posted to the 
public ‘our story’ will still be 
discoverable on the map.  

 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how our new starters have settled in 

 Look at learning in the autumn term 

 View the latest update to our nursery outdoor area 
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Snapchat Map  

information 

Our Reception pupils had a 
lovely trip to Hall Hill Farm in 
Lanchester recently.  

Despite the rain, the children 
had a fantastic time visiting the 
animals, taking a tractor ride 
and going in the play area.  

Reception’s trip to 
Hall Hill Farm 


