
Never content to leave things as they 
are, we have, this year, added Forest 
Schools to our curriculum in early years.  

The style of teaching, which takes place 
entirely outdoors, originates in Finland 

and teaches children all of the necessary 
skills within a forest setting. As well as 
developing their literacy and numeracy 
skills, the forest environment encourages 
communication, problem-solving, resil-
ience, risk-awareness and a closeness to 
nature. 100% of our nursery parents 
agree that they have already seen these 
skills developing in their children.  

Older pupils can get in on the act 
too and there are plans to run a 
Forest Schools club later in the aca-
demic year. We hope to add to the 
experience with a wooden lodge 
which we are now fundraising for.  

Congratulations to Emma in Year 6 
who won our competition to design 
a brand new sign for the Forest 
School fence.  

If you go down to the woods today... 
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Forest School, which takes place every 
Thursday, has proved to be a big hit 

with nursery pupils and parents.  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 20th Oct– break up for 
half term 

 

 Monday 30th Oct– Back to 
school 

 

 Friday 10th Nov—Remembrance 
Day Assembly 9.15am 

 

 Friday 17th Nov– Children in 
Need coffee morning 9am 

 

 Friday 24th Nov– non-uniform 
day for chocolate donations 

 

 Thursday 30th Nov—        
Christmas Fair 3.10pm 

 

 Wednesday 6th Dec— Nursery/
Rec Nativity 10am 

 

 Thursday 7th Dec– Y1/2 Nativ-
ity 10am 

 

 Monday 11th December– St 
Mary’s Carol Service 

 

 Tuesday 12th/Wednesday 13th 
Dec– KS2 ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
6pm 

 Friday 15th December—whole 
school panto trip 

 

 Friday 22nd Dec– Carols around 
the tree 9.15am Break up 

 

 Tuesday 9th Jan 2017—return 
to school  

 

The awards just keep on 
rolling in!  

After the success of Inclusion Mark last term, we 
have now added afPE award for the quality of 
teaching in PE in sport. This is an incredibly diffi-
cult award to achieve and it is a huge accolade 
for the whole school. A big thank you, in particu-
lar, to Mr McDonough who leads the subject with 
passion and drive. The assessor was so impressed 
with the attitudes of pupils towards sport and an 
ethos of achieving their best. Congratulations to 
all!  



Pupils across the whole school 
enjoyed a day of cycling 
safety recently with Durham 
School Sports’ Partnership.  

A whole school assembly on 
cycling safety taught us even 
more about the importance of 
our cycling helmets being fit-
ted correctly every time we 
ride.  

Pupils in Reception and Year 1 
enjoyed a balance bike session 
to improve those very early 

skills. In year 2, cyclists were 
taught a bit more about how 
to cycle safely.  Year 4/5 en-
joyed a science experiment 
making helmets to cushion the 
fall of an egg. Finally, Year 6 
were put through their paces 
in a cycling time trial event.  

Thank you so much to SSP for 
coming in and spending the 
day with us.  

On a recent workshop, our 
pupils learnt techniques of 
entering in character, involving 
the audience and projecting 
their voices.  

Back in school, rehearsals each 
Friday night have showed a 
real commitment by this group 
of children and we are in no 
doubt tha t  th i s  year ’ s       
performance will be equally as 
good as last year’s production 
of Macbeth.   

Pupils in Year 5 have been 
working throughout the sum-
mer on their very own produc-
tion of William Shakespeare’s 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ for Shake-
speare Schools’ Festival.  

The performance, which takes 
place in November in the Gala 
Theatre, is a 30 minute    
production of the classic ro-
mantic tale true to the original 
language.  

It is a key aim of our upper 
KS2 curriculum that children 
have a positive first experience 
of the world’s greatest writer.  

On your bike for cycling safety day 

Shakespeare Schools’ Festival 2017 

colourful display in the audi-
ence. The play will 
now lead to some 
reading and writing 
work back in class.  

We had a fantastic 
time and once again, 
received brilliant com-
ments from the com-
munity about our 
behaviour, manners 
and attitude when out 
of school. Our children 
are a credit to us and 
their parents.  

Class 1 & 2 visit ‘The Monster Zoo’ 

Children in Reception and Year 
1 enjoyed their first trip out of 
the academic year as the they 
went along to the Jubilee Hall 
to see a production of ‘Do Not 
Enter the Monster Zoo!’ 

The play, performed by new 
Writing North as part of the 
Durham Book     Festival, is 
about a young boy who wins 
a prize to run a zoo for the 
day. Little does he know, this 
is no ordinary zoo.   

The children had all made 
their own monsters prior to 
the show and made a very 
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Our recent workshop at 
the Gala Theatre where 

we will perform in    
November 

Cycling safety day was 
wheelie good!  

“ My favourite  monster 

was the hiding one; he was 

really funny!’ 

Class 2 pupil 



October 2017 saw a whole community drive  
in having pride in our beautiful village. The 
project, led by the Parish Council, covered a 
whole range of elements such as litter, dog-
fouling and planting.  

School were keen to be involved and hosted 
an assembly on civic pride led by Durham 
County Council and Tidy Ted. Our visitors 

were very impressed with our level of 
social responsibility and the positive 
contributions we make.  

This was confirmed the very next day 
when eco-council went along to St 
Mary’s Church to help plant thousands 
of bulbs in preparation for a colourful 
display in springtime.  

little bird told her they 
were working on her novel 
‘The Island at the End of 
Everything’.  

It may be only seven weeks 
into the school year but we 
hav e  h i t  t h e  g r ound     
running with reading and 
writing this term.  

Because of our whole-
school text based approach 
to teaching English, we 
h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  t o    
showcase Year 6 books at 
a county literacy festival.  

Our collection of class 
packs of novels  is growing 
by the year and we are 
determined to give our 
children a literacy-rich  
experience in their seven 
years with us.  

Pupils in Year 6 were re-
cently thrilled to receive an 
email from author, Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave after a 

It was also a whole school 
treat to have the birds of 
prey do a display for us 
after Year 2 studied ‘The 

Owl who was Afraid 
of the Dark.’.  

Many pupils got to 
hold the birds and 
we all learnt a lot 
about our feathered 
friends.  

Pride in our village day 

Whole school literacy off to a flying start 
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Eco-council are not afraid of 
getting their hands dirty. 

Pupils in Year 6 have been in 
contact with the author of 

their class text 

‘It is clear to me that 

there are many future 

authors in your 

school.’ 

Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave (author of 

‘The Island at the End 

of Everything’) 



This year was no exception 
and many prizes, certifi-
cates and medal were given 
for our 90th birthday 
themed entries into the 
village event. We provided 

Pupils are always delighted 
when Kath Whitehouse, 
organiser of the annual 
W e s t  R a i n t o n  a n d     
Leamside Village Show, 
comes to visit.   

a colourful contribution 
once again to the show.  

We can’t wait for next 
year’s event!  

Village show prize giving in school 

A visit from the Mayoral Bodyguard 

It was an honour to welcome back 
the Right Worshhipful Mayor of     
Durham, the Lady Mayoress and 
the Bodyguard to school in     
September.  

They held a whole-school assembly 
about  the h i s tory  of  the        
bodyguard in Durham which dates 
back to the 1600s. Pupils heard 
about a  more gruesome time to 
be a bodyguard when the     
weapons were actually used!  

It was lovely to see the ceremonial 
uniform and learn about our local 
heritage.  

Afterwards they visited nursery’s 
brand new addition to the outdoor 
area to officially open it.  

We want to say a heartfelt 
thank you to our school com-
munity for helping us in our 
annual harvest appeal.  

As well as supplying some 
lovely fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles to our neighbours, we also 
collected tins, toiletries and 
dried food to support a local 
food bank charity supported by 
Durham Christian Partnership.  

Year 6 and Reception special 
friends led a beautiful     har-
vest assembly to end the half 
term.  

Our defibrillator is here and    
installed Thank you so much for 

making this a reality in our school. 
Particular thanks to Tommy Ward 

for his kind donation. 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Share in the celebration of our Christmas productions  

 Find out what we did to promote national anti-bullying week 2017 

 Catch up with our Autumn Term learning experiences 
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Harvest Thanks 


