
It has become an annual tradition and 
one of the most fun days on our      
calendar when we come together to  
celebrate Chinese New Year.  

The whole school will perform their tradi-
tional dragon dance for our community 
on Friday 9th February before breaking 
up for the half-term holiday. This is after 
a Chinese meal 
a n d  f o r t u n e   
c o o k i e s  a t     
lunchtime. This 
gives our pupils 
the chance to  
exper ience  the 
t rad i t i ons  and 
o c c a s i o n s  o f    
another culture.  

 

Happy Chinese New Year!  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 9th Feb 2018-  
Dragon dance 2:45pm and 
break up for half-term 

 

 Monday 19th February 2018
– School/ Nursery reopen to 
all classes 

 

 Thursday 1st March 2018– 
World Book Day 

 

 Friday 9th March 2018– 
SCHOOL CLOSED– (Robin 
Wood & teacher training 
day) 

 

 Tuesday 20th March 2018– 
Sport Relief 

 

 Friday 23rd March 2018– 
Non-uniform day for Easter 
fair chocolate donations 

 

 Wednesday 28th March 
2018– Easter Fair 3:05pm 

 

 Thursday 29th March 2018– 
break up for Easter & dance 
festival at Gala 

 
 

Teacher training days still to 
come this academic year: 
 Friday 9th March 2018 

In nursery, family members joined us for 
a stay and play with a Chinese New 
Year theme and even our littlest ones 
joined in with the dancing. Nursery   
pupils also tried traditional Chinese food 
and took home lucky red envelopes   
containing chocolate money.  

A group of pupils recently visited the 
Oriental Museum in Durham too, to 
learn more about the celebration. They 
re-enacted the animals’ race across the 
river to understand where the zodiac 
comes from.   

If you are looking for somewhere to go 
in half-term, then Stowell Street,      
Newcastle is the place to be to watch a 
huge parade marking the year of the 
dog on Sunday 18th.  



Pupils from across Key Stage 2 
were  g i ven a  br i l l i ant        
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o    
perform in Durham 
Cathedral recently.  

The Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment 
p l a y  w i t h           
instruments from 300 
years ago and our 
children got to sing 
along with a Henry   
P u r c e l l  i n s p i r e d   
concert called ‘The 

Fairy Queen’.  

The children also got to    

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r               
inst rumental is t ta lents  by     

p lay ing t rumpets , 
e u p h o n i um s  a n d   
baritones.  

Backed by a ful l  
orchestra and joining 
over 150 school pupils 
from across Durham, 
we raised the roof! 
Wel l  done to a l l   
involved.  

baby animals including 
goats, piglets and chicks.  

Crook Hall and Gardens 
are having a fairytale   
adventure on Sunday 11th 
and Monday 12th.  

Beamish Museum are    
having a celebration of 
women in WW1 over half 
term.  

At Adventure Valley you 

There are lots of exciting 
things going on over half-
term if you are stuck for 
something to do.  

Newcastle Stowell street 
Chinese New Year parade 
(Sunday 18th) 

Durham Fire and Ice    
festival (Fri 16th– Sat17th)  

At Hall Hill Farm you can 
experience the new spring 

can bottle-feed the new 
lambs of early spring.  

There are many winter 
woodland events on at 
Rainton Meadows over the 
holidays too.  

It looks like it might be a 
cold one, but whatever 
you're doing this half-term, 
wrap up warm and have 
lots of fun!  

Cathedral Performance 

Ideas for half-term fun 

melted wax before reveal-
ing the images  wi th      
coloured fabric dyes.  

In Year 6, the children have 
been inspired by Van 
G o g h ’ s 
style and 
work to 
c r e a t e 
d e l i c a t e 
s i l k      
paint ings 
of irises.  

We  a r e 

very excited about art pro-
jects in the summer term 
including the National Gal-
lery’s ‘Take One Picture’ 
once again.  

Amazing artwork across the school 

Spring first half-term has 
seen many fantastic art 
projects from across the 
school.  

In nursery, the pupils 
worked together to create a 
huge frieze all about Goldi-
locks and the Three Bears 
which has been their topic 
recently.  

Children in Year 2 got to 
experience the African art 
form of  bat ik which      
involves drawing with 
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Are you looking for 
something to do at half-

term? 

Pupils across Key Stage 2 
were given the fantastic 

opportunity to perform in 
Durham Cathedral 

Children in Year 2 have 

been learning the African 

art form of batik 

 



Every few years we have the opportunity to 
take part in the FISCH project which is an 
NHS initiative to help educate children 
about healthy living. The 8-week block of 
work involves trying new foods and learning 
new fun ways of exercising.  

This year, the children have 
covered the negative effects of 
being overweight and looked 
at how this can damage the 
heart or cause life-limiting ill-
nesses such as diabetes.  

As well as classroom –based 
work, the    children were in-
vited to a breakfast club which 
involved an hour of exercise 
and games before the school 

day even began.  

We are so proud of the children who 
have taken part in all aspects of 
this project and shown real 
commitment to developing 
healthier habits.  

to dance.  

We are very excited about 
tak ing  two ambi t i ous   
routines to the Durham 
Primary School Dance  
Fes t i va l  i n  Mar ch ;  i t    
promises to be an occasion 
not to be missed with   
music chosen from the hit 
film ‘The Greatest Show-
man’.  

Our pupils never cease to 
w o w  u s  w i t h  t h e i r      
a bundan t  t a l e n t  and    
confidence in our annual 
school dance festival.  

Dance forms an integral 
part of the PE curriculum 
and  t ea che s  ch i l d r en 
r h y t h m ,  f o c u s ,            
concent rat ion and co-
ordination.  

This year has been one of 
our best yet and it was 
lovely to see all ages from 
2-11 giving it their all.  

This year saw a range of 
s t y l e s  a n d  c u l t u r a l       
in f l uences  wi th  mus i c   
inspired by India, USA and 
France.  

NRG club on Friday nights 
after school, is a great way 
to end the week if you love 

No lie-ins for the FISCH project!  

Happy Feet!  
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Children in Years 3,4 and 
5 have enjoyed learning 
about healthy lifestyles 

Pupils from nursery to Year 
6 performed their flawless 

routines in our annual dance 
festival  

“Show the world 

you’ve got that fire. 

Feel the rhythm 

getting louder…” 

‘Better when I’m 

dancing ‘ lyrics by 

Megan Trainor 



online and what to do if 
they feel uncomfortable 
about anything they see. 
What we are now working 
on are ways of ensuring we  
have a healthy and kind 
time online. Suggestions 

One of the most important 
dates on our school calen-
dar is national ‘safer inter-
net’ day.  

This year the theme was 
‘create, connect and share 
r e s p e c t ’  a n d  l e s s o n s     
focused on being kind 
online as well as staying 
safe.  

Our children are excellent 
at reminding us of all the 
ways we can remain safe 

such as taking regular 
breaks from the internet, 
considering the feelings of 
others and being strong 
enough to not follow the 
crowd are all measures we 
have considered.  

Safer Internet Day 2018 

Sports clubs going from strength to strength 

As holders of the AfPE award, 
one of our key aims is to foster 
a lifelong love of sport and 
participation in it for our   
children.  

One of the ways we encourage 
t h i s  i s  t h r o u g h  o u r            
ever-growing range of sports 
clubs. We have a very success-
ful karate club run by Sensei 
Steve of Junsui Shotokan   
Karate Do.  Students in the 
Monday night club often go on 
to attend the club’s other   
venues and progress quickly 
through the grading system 
with a little commitment. In 
2017, we added a professional        
gymnastics coach to our clubs 

and now have a 40– strong 
g r o u p  o f  g y m n a s t s      
attending after-school every 
Thursday. Again, pupils can 
then extend this by joining 
coach Sheryl at her other 
clubs.  

Steve of SAFC Foundation 
also led our curling tourna-
ment recently in celebration 
of the upcoming Winter 
Olympics in South Korea.  

Are you entitled to 30 hours 
free childcare? If you are a 
working parent of a 3-4 year-
old then you could be eligible 
for this fantastic offer.  

We now provide full -day    
childcare in our beautiful   
nursery allowing your child to 
stay for lunch and extend their 
education.  

If you are interested in     
knowing more, please contact 
us on 01915843805 

Our curling tournament got 
underway to celebrate the 

PyeongChang Winter   
Olympics 2018 which  
begins on Friday 9th.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See our World book day and Sport Relief celebrations 

 Read about Robin Wood 2018 

 Find out about our Easter activities  
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30 hours free 
childcare!  


