
Three classes recently got to 
enjoy a fun-filled day at Hall 
Hill Farm.  

As part of their science learning 
on animals and their young, 
children in Reception, Year 1 
and 2 enjoyed spending the 
day with llamas, sheep, cows, 
ducks, rabbits, guinea pigs and 
chickens.  

They were kept incredibly busy all 
day with animal information       
sessions, opportunities to stroke the 
animals and a trip out on a tractor 
ride.  

One of the favourite activities of the 
day was sheep racing! Children had  

 

Fun at the farm!  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 4th June 2018-  Return 
to school 

 

 Wednesday 13th June 2018– 
World Cup Disco 4.30-6pm 

 

 Thursday 21st June 2018– KS2 
athletics records pm 

 

 Tuesday 26th June 2018– 
Sports Day am 

 

 Thursday 28th June 2018–    
Class photographs 

 

 Wednesday 4th July 2018– 
School picnic pm 

 

 Monday 16th July 2018–    
Parents’ Evening 

 

 Wednesday 18th  July 2018- 
Nursery graduation 10am 

    Y6 awards night 6pm 
 

 Friday 20th July 2018– y6  
leavers assembly 9.15am 

    Break up for summer 
 

Teacher training days for 
next academic year: 

 Monday 3rd September 

 Thursday 20th December 

 Friday 21st December 
 

to choose a competitor to cheer on 
as they made their way through a 
tricky obstacle course.  

After learning about life cycles of 
chicks and hens and about how   
different animals eat, the children    
enjoyed running off their energy at 
the fantastic new play area.  

Back in the classroom, pupils 
have produced some brilliant 
writing telling us all they 
have learnt from their      
experience.  Their science 
knowledge of farm animals 
and their young has really 
been given a boost by seeing 
it in action.  

Don’t forget: Big Lunch event at St 

Mary’s Church on Sunday 3rd June. 

Steel band, magician, birds of prey, ice 

cream van, sports and games, raffle... 



Few children by the age of 3 
are unfamiliar with devices 
such as mobile phones, games 
consoles or ipads.  

Knowing how to control and 
manipulate technology is part 
of the EYFS curriculum and we  
have been very pleased to add 
a new toy to promote this in 
nursery.  

A touch screen table will allow 
individuals or groups of pupils 
to play games, draw, play 

music, watch videos all at their 
fingertips.  

T h i s  i s  a l s o  a  g r e a t          
opportunity to begin keeping 
our  children safe with     
technology as early as      
possible. It is never too early 
to teach children about online 
safety.  

The children have loved     
playing with their new     
equipment.  

the reactions of the   
audience to the Ugly 
Duckling’s attempts to fit 
in with any group of ani-
mals she could.  

When she transformed 
into a beautiful swan the 
children were thrilled to 
see her find where she 
truly belonged.  

Pupils in reception and 
Year 1 had a brilliant 
afternoon at the Gala 
Theatre recently when 
they went to the ballet.  

The Northern Ballet put 
on a production of ‘The 
Ugly Duckling’ especially 
designed for little ones.  

It was fantastic to see 

21st century nursery pupils 

There once was an ugly duckling... 

see the reaction of our 
boys and girls as we’ve 
looked at how the world 
has changed for the bet-
ter and what their role is 
in continuing this.  

A project backed by  
heritage schools, will 
culminate with a new, 
inspirational mosaic for 
the dining room.   

The project is also going 
to include a visit from 

Durham archives who 
will teach us about a 
very local suffragette– 
J a n e t  B o y d  o f        
Moorhouse who refused 
to pay her taxes in    
protest.  

2018– the year of influential women 

2018 marks 100 years 
since women in the UK 
fought and won the right 
to vote.  

We have been using this 
occasion to commemo-
rate influential women in 
the 100 years since then- 
w o m e n  w h o ’ v e        
c omp l e t ed  amaz i ng 
‘ f i r s t s ’  o r  a ch i ev ed 
groundbreaking feats.  

It has been brilliant to 
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Reception waiting to go 
into the performance 

Pupils in nursery enjoying 
the new touchscreen table  

I can’t believe life was so tough 

for women– we’re so lucky to 

have the opportunities we have 

now.  

Y6 girls.  



Whatever your opinion on SATs testing 
of Y2 and Y6 children, they do form an     
integral part of the education system 
today. Results in Y6 especially deter-
mine groupings in Y7 and set target 
grades for GCSE so it is important to do 
as well as each child can.   

Here at West Rainton, whilst we recog-
nise this importance, we endeavour to 
keep the tests as low-key as possible 
and make a huge fuss of our pupils as 
they go through them.  

Y6 had a week of cooked breakfasts,     
pancakes and hot chocolate– the perfect 
way to begin each day before the hour-
long tests in reading, grammar, spelling 

and maths.  

Y2 pupils hardly even knew they 
were being tested as the papers 
gave the children the chance to 
show off what they can do.  

Our pupils approached the tests 
with     confidence and a strong 
belief in   themselves. They can be 
justly proud of how hard they’ve 
worked– the results, out in July, will 
hopefully reflect that.  

We took along our 
school flag and a new 
addition– our ‘working 
t o w a r d s  d e m e n t i a 
friendly village’ banner.  

Thank you to all from 
school and Springfield 
Lodge who supported us 
on the day, including all 
of the teachers who gave 
up their Saturday to 
a t t e nd .  We  had  a     

We were thrilled to be   
p a r t  o f  B e a m i s h       
Museum’s annual Empire 
and Flag weekend in 
May.  

The event, which com-
memorates Empire Day 
around Queen Victoria’s 
birthday, was originally 
set up by the monarch. 
It was a celebration of 
the efforts and contribu-
tion of young people’s 
organisations during the 
Boer War.  

These days, it recognizes 
the work of groups such 
as  s choo l s ,  s cou t s , 
brownies, cubs, rainbows 
and military and police 
cadets.  

glorious sunny day to 
once again showcase our 
fabulous children.  

We have one more    
opportunity in July when 
we will be attending 
Durham Miners’ Gala 
with our school banner. 
It is lovely to have so 
many families joining 
us once again this 
year.  

Pupils show off their skills in SATs 

Flying the flag at Beamish 
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Can you get this test  
question right? 

Beamish Flag and 
Empire weekend in 

May 2018 

“They’re my marks 

and I’m going to 

make sure I keep as 

many as I can’  

Y6 pupil before the 

SATS tests.  
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into perfect pizza bases.  

On to the toppings and 
there was just as much 
ham, pepperoni, cheese and 
sweetcorn going in the 
mouths as on the pizzas!  

Pupils from nursery had a 
fabulous first trip out of 
the year as they made their 
way through the village to 
the Italian Farmhouse.  

A warm welcome awaited 
them from the staff and 
this was reciprocated with 
a special Italian version of 
our nursery ‘hello’ song.  

The pupils then got their 
sleeves rolled up to knead, 
pat and shape their dough 

After a quick play outside 
the pizzas were ready and 
good  enough  t o  ea t . 
Thanks  for  hav ing us    
Italian farmhouse– you 
were fabulous hosts.  

Pizza making at the Italian Farmhouse  

After SATs treats!  

Our Year 6s have worked so 
hard all year preparing for 
their SATs tests and have  
thoroughly earned some time 
doing a whole host of exciting 
activities.  

Their choice of booster reward 
trip was a visit to Jump 360 in 
Newcastle before a late lunch 
at TGI Friday’s in the Metro 
Centre. A fantastic time was 
had by all!  

Two classes were 
then treated to a 
Japanese cultural 
activity morning. This 
included making ori-
gami and learning 
some key phrases.  

 

The IT safeguarding team   issued 
guidance for parents of children 
who are playing a game called 
‘fortnite’. The game is rated 12+ 
and contains cartoonish violence 
as players are in combat working 
together to defeat opponents. 
Some children may find the    
content of this game disturbing. It 
is an incredibly popular game 
amongst primary children but   
parents do need to check settings 
such as the privacy level and the 
voice-chat facility. Parentzone.org 
is a great website to find out more 
about how you can make this, and 
other games safer to play.  

Year 6 had a relaxing 
end to SATs week 

planting wild meadow 
flowers at St Mary’s 

church.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Celebrate with our nursery graduates 

 Read all about our summer term events 

 Say goodbye to a fantastic Year 6 cohort 
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Does your child play 
‘fortnite’? 


