
Every September brings new    
opportunities and it is impossible 
to start the school year without a 
feeling of excitement for what the 
year may bring.  

This autumn, we have welcomed 
eighteen new pupils into school 
and just look at their smiling faces 
on their very first day!  

They have embraced the early 
opportunities being in Reception 
brings and are already blending 
their sounds to read, writing    
l e t te r s  and  number s  and        
mastering how to ride a bike! 

Special friends in Year 6 have 
helped them to settle into school 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 29th Oct– back to 
school 

 Friday 9th Nov– Y6        
Remembrance assembly 
9.10am 

 Friday 16th  Nov– Children 
in Need day 

 Friday 23rd Nov-  Own 
clothes day for chocolate 
donation 

 Thursday 29th Nov– 
CHRISTMAS FAIR! 3.10pm 

 Wednesday 5th Dec–     
Nursery/Rec Nativity 10am 

 Thursday 6th Dec– Y1/2  
Nativity 10am 

 Tuesday 11th/Wednesday 
12th Dec– KS2 Mary      
Poppins Jr. 

 Thursday 13th Dec– Joint 
Nativity at St Mary’s Church 
3.30pm 

 Monday 17th Dec– Village 
carol service 

 Wednesday 19th Dec– Carols 
round the tree and party!  

 

Teacher training days for 
this academic year: 

 Thursday 20th December 

 Friday 21st December 
 

life and ensure they have plenty of 
people to play with at break times.  

Across all classes in nursery and 
school, your children have made a 
phenomenal start with a very strong 
work ethic in class and welcoming 
friendly behaviour choices at      
playtimes.  

The year promises to be another very 
strong and successful one packed full 
o f  f u n       
experiences to 
help us all 
l e a r n  a n d 
grow together. 

We are so 
proud of you 
all!  

Have a lovely half-term holiday! 

We’ll see you all back at school on  
Monday October 29th! 



Thank you once again 
f o r  suppo r t i ng  ou r    
H a r v e s t  F e s t i v a l        
collection.  

The pupils in reception 
and Year 6 worked   
together on a Harvest 
assembly to perform to 
par en t s .  They  then 
packed up the donations 
and hand-delivered them 

to our neighbours.  

T h e  t o i l e t r i e s  w e       
collected will be put to 
good use on ward E56 
at Sunderland Royal.  

new mosaic for the dining 
hall. All pupils and many 
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s          
contributed tiles to the 
mosaic making it a truly      
collaborative art piece.  

The award was given by 
Histor i c  England and   
recognises commitment to 
local history education.  

 

We were delighted to   
receive yet another award-
this time for our passion for 
history.  

W e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n        
extensive project in the 
summer term to find out 
about local suffragettes and 
how their actions shaped 
our lives today.  From this 
research we designed a 

Happy Harvest Festival! 

Heritage School Award 

i c o n i c   
characters 
and logos 
and learned 
how to use 
the cutting 
tools safely 
u s i n g  a 
hand guard.  
The final printed pieces 
make a stunning display 
and have even inspired 
this class’s submission to 

the National Gallery’s 
‘ T a k e  One  P i c t u r e ’     
project.  

Block printing– Warhol style! 

Year 6 have had a very 
creative start to the year 
by learning how to    
create their very own 
printing blocks in the 
style of Andy Warhol.  

They chose their own 
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The new mosaic inspired 
by the suffragettes of 

100 years ago 

Reception and Year 6    
special friends carved   

pumpkins together for our 
disco. 

A storm trooper inspired 

block print! Wow!  



Over the summer holidays we were thrilled 
to have our brand new safety sports’ court 
installed.  

The polymeric surface was laid, sprayed and 
marked up for hockey, netball and tennis 
and is already being put to great use in 
lessons and at break times.  

At a cost of £20,000 we were able to use 
the government funded sports’   premium to 
make a lasting facility to enhance our al-
ready high-quality PE provision.  

Another exciting addition to the     
outdoor area is our brand-new      
Scandinavian style reading lodge.  

The new outdoor facility, which was 
largely funded by our two local     
councillors, Cllr.Kellet and Cllr. Hall, is 
going to have many uses both in school 
time and for after school clubs       
including Durham Area Youth Club.  

The lodge will be fully powered and 
heated allowing it to be utilised all-year 
round– what a fantastic new space to 
explore and enjoy! 

We would also like to say a huge thank 
you to the staff of Tesco Dragonville 
who had a staff barbecue and cake sale 
to raise £260 towards buying books for 
the new lodge.  

With the new addition of 
the woodland cabin in 
our school grounds, the 
children now have a 
cosy retreat to head 
to when it ’ s  hot 
chocolate time!  

Parents love seeing 
what their children 
are up to by using the 
class dojo app. This is 
a great way to keep 

Our lovely nursery pupils 
are  en joy ing  forest 
schools once again as 
they spend one session a 
week in our outdoor 
woodland classroom.  

Recent activities have 
i n c l u d e d  c o u n t i n g    
conkers and making 
Gruffalo crumble from 
foraged apples.  

The children thoroughly 
en joy  being in  th i s    
environment and they 
are learning so many 
t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e        
exper ience such as    
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d          
communication.  

in touch with the daily 
fun in nursery.  

Exciting new installations outside 

Forest school fun 
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Our brand new reading 
lodge ready to welcome 

eager readers. 

Fun in the forest 
school! 

‘I just love our new 

reading hut. I want to 

be in here every 

single day!’  

Year 5 pupil 



animals being portrayed in 
the painting. They were 
shocked to find out that 
testing on animals still  
exists today.  

Reception enjoyed making 
their own crowns inspired 

Pupils across the school 
have enjoyed studying a 
famous painting in the  
National Gallery’s ‘Take 
One Picture’ project.  

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  f o c u s 
‘experiment on a bird in an 
a i r  pump ’  by  Jo s e ph 
Wright  o f  De rby  has 
sparked a lot of creativity 
and discussion.  

Pupils in Year 1,3, 4 and 5 
focused on the cruelty to 

by the well-dressed people 
in the painting and year 2 
got messy with painting 
with their feet as they  
cons idered the people  
walking into the room.  

Take One Picture 

Something wicked this way comes… 

Pupils in Year 5 are taking 
part  i n  the  nat iona l    
Shake s p ea r e  s c hoo l s ’      
Festival in November this 
year.  

They will be performing a 
30 -minute  ve r s i on  o f     
Macbeth true to the original 
script at the Gala Theatre in 
Durham.  

Recently, they enjoyed  
working with professional 
drama coaches at their  
company workshop where 
they got to perform in front 
of another school.  

This is a fantastic experience 
for pupils and in our three 

years of taking part, 
we have seen huge 
i n c r e a s e s  i n         
communication and 
conf idence in  the   
c h i l d r e n  w h o         
participate.  

We can’t wait to see 
the final performance! 

We are getting so close to having 
100% of our parent s  on        
Parentpay. This is an online    
payment system where the vast    
majority of payments to school can 
be made at the click of a button. It 
also follows your child throughout 
their school life once set up, even 
when they move on to secondary. 

County Durham are aiming for 
schools to be largely ‘cashless’ by 
2020 making the whole system 
more secure and robust.  

Thank you if you are already 
signed up. Please come in and see 
us in the office if you have any 
questions or problems with it.  

Pupils in Year 5 will 
perform ‘Macbeth’ in 

Durham’s Gala    
Theatre in November.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Share in our Christmas celebrations 

 Read all about our Nativity fun 

 See how the cast of Macbeth got on on the night!  
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Are you signed up to 
Parentpay? 


