
As another year comes to a close, we 
would like to extend our heartfelt wishes 
to our school community for a fantastic 

Christmas and successful New Year!  

Hopefully you were all able to join us for 
at least one of our momentous         

performances over the past few weeks– 
there have been many!  

Our Nursery and Reception children gave 
us the cutest start to Christmas with 

their production, ‘A King is Born’. It was 
then the turn of our KS1 pupils who 
thoroughly entertained us with a pol-

ished ‘Strictly’ style production of ‘Lights, 
Camel, Action!’ 

Attention then turned to our junior   
pupils who put on three magical       

performances of Disney and Cameron 
Mackintosh’s  ‘Mary Poppins Jr.’ 

A very merry Christmas to you all!  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Wednesday 19th Dec 2018–  
carols around the tree 
9.10am and party (PM)- 
children can come to school 
in party clothes today!  

 Wednesday 19th December 
Break up for Christmas 

 

 Monday 7th January 2019– 
School/ Nursery reopen to all 
classes 

 

 Monday 14th January 2019– 
Mrs Kelly’s class begin   
swimming lessons 

 

 Tuesday 5th February 2019- 
Chinese New Year          
celebrations 

 

 Wednesday 13th February 
2019– Valentine’s Disco 

 

 Friday 15th February 2019- 
Break up for Half-term 

 

Planned teacher training 
days for 2019-20: 
Sept 2019 
 
 

We are so incredibly proud of all of our 
pupils who have shown true dedication 

and professionalism throughout        
rehearsals. You all deserve a special treat 

from Santa Claus this year!  



Year 1 always enjoy their 
autumn term visit from the 
fire brigade.  

Not only do they remind us 
of key safety messages 
such as checking smoke 
alarms in our houses, they 
also help to bring one of 
our favourite history units 
to life.  

After hours of work creat-
ing the houses of Pudding 

Lane, London, the 
Y1   children cheer 
with delight as the 
fire brigade safely 
burn it down to 
show how quickly 
and easily the fire 
spread in 1666. 
What a memorable 
way to learn about 
a  key event  in   
British history.  

A brand new venture from North East 
Ambulance Service of creating mini 
cadets is just getting started; and 
where better to kick it all off than in 
West Rainton Primary School.  

The pupils have already represented 
NEAS at the lantern parade in      
Durham, and in the new year, will 
begin learning some basic first aid and 
life support.  

before we break for        
Christmas.  

Our youngest pupils also 
took part in odd socks day 
to raise awareness of anti-
bullying week through the 
theme of ‘all different, all 
equal’.  

This is on top of many  
pupils already learning to 
write their name, count to 

Our nursery pupils have 
been just as busy as ever 
making their first steps in 
learning as well as getting 
involved in whole-school 
events.  

Recently our little ones 
loved the transformation 

of our reading lodge into 
Santa’s grotto. We hope he 
will drop in to visit us   

ten and begin to retell   
stories by ‘reading’ picture 
cues.  

The great fire of… Rainton!  

Nursery autumn term fun 

r e h e a r s a l s  a n d  t h e       
performance itself. We have 
made new friends along the 

way too.  We loved Archie’s 
Frankenstein joke!  

A Miracle for all Ages 

As well as our usual school 
performances, this year we 
also arranged a joint    
Nativity performance with 
residents form Springfield 
Lodge.  

The performance, which 
took place in St Mary’s 
Church, was a collaborative 
piece where performers 
ranged from 4 to 97 years 
old. 

We learnt so much from 
each other throughout  
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Nursery pupils enjoyed 
taking part in their first 

Nativity play  

Pupils in year 1 are joined 
by the whole school to 

watch the ‘fire of London’.  

“Rich or poor, King or 

shepherd, young or old; he 

was born for us all.’’  

The message behind the 

joint Nativity play 

Mini Cadets 



Pupils in Key Stage 2 shone once again this 
year with their highly professional         
production of Mary Poppins Jr.  

The cast of 72 pupils put in hours of      
rehearsals both during school and in their 
own time to put on a memorable and   
magical show for our community.  

Being such an iconic childhood memory for 
so many, we were determined to do it   
justice, and practiced well-loved songs such 
as ‘Step in Time’ and ‘Spoonful of Sugar’ 
over and over again.  

The show was performed to sell-out       
audiences who gave us fantastic feedback 
on our efforts.  

This has been such an enjoyable show to 

work on, we just can’t wait to see 
what’s next!  

ambitions of becoming 
King.  

Well done to all of our 
Year 5 pupils who were 
true professionals on the 

Pupils in Year 5 enjoyed 
performing a 30 minute 
p r o d u c t i o n  o f             
Shakespeare’s Macbeth to a 
s e l l - o u t  a u d i e n c e  i n        
Durham’s Gala Theatre.  

The production, which was 
part of Shakespeare School’s 
f e s t i va l ,  wa s  one  o f       
hundreds of events across 
the whole country.  

Throughout the process, we 
learned not only what it is 
like to learn and perform a 
play true to Shakespeare’s 
original script, but also the 
t e c h n i c a l  s i d e  o f  a           
production with the light 
and sound crew.  

Macbeth is the tale of a 
favourite Scottish soldier 
who, after meeting three 
weird witches in the woods, 
becomes fixated with  

day of the performance. 
They very much deserved 
t h e i r  N a nd o ’ s  t r e a t !       
We loved this project so 
much and hope to take 

Practically perfect in every way!  

Year 5 perform Shakespeare at the Gala Theatre 

Page 3 West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 41 

Key Stage Two’s         
production of ‘Mary    

Poppins’ 2018 

The children learned so much 
from their Shakespeare   

experience. 

“By the pricking of 

my thumbs, 

something wicked this 

way comes.’’ 

Macbeth’s witch 

played by Rebecca 

Maughan in the 

Shakespeare School’s 

Festival. 



Foundation at Newcastle     
International Airport.  

We also added a new 
string to our bow with a 
b e l l 
ring-

Not only have we had our 
performances in school to 
think about, we’ve also had 
a very hectic schedule   
entertaining people all over 
the region!  

We were asked to perform 
for shoppers at Tesco, 
D ragonv i l l e ,  i n  ea r l y      
December.  

This was followed by our 
annual booking to sing 
a l o n g s i d e  t h e  S A F C     

ing performance at St 
Mary’s village carol  service
– there is no end to your 
children’s talents! 

A choir in big demand... 

100 years on, we will remember them 

We hope you were all able to 
catch a gl impse of our      
beautiful poppy day display 
over the Remembrance week.  

From September, we were  
collecting plastic bottles and 
shaping and spraying them 
into poppies to create a    
beautiful and poignant red 
carpet.  

We were also delighted to host 
‘Tommy’, the large silhouette 
belonging to our village history 
group who really finished off 
our tribute.  

We also had a pupil take part 
in the Remembrance parade in 
Durham city on November  

11th, representing the 
North East Ambulance 
Service.  

We hope we gave a  
fitting tribute to the men 
from our parish who 
gave so much for our 
freedom.  

We are sure you will all have 
been thinking about Mrs Firth 
over this past term; we’ve   
certainly missed her greatly.  

She is handling her treatment 
incredibly well and hopes to be 
back with us by mid-spring 
once she is recovered.  

In the meantime, she sends her 
best wishes to all of our pupils 
for a very happy Christmas.  

Get well very soon, Mrs Firth!  

Y6 pupils led an armistice 
assembly after making their 

own clay medals.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See what spring term has in store for our learners 

 Find out how we celebrated Chinese New Year 

 Share in our PE unit of dance 
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Mrs Firth sends her 
love... 


