
It has become one of our favourite PE 
units of the year and one of our most 
popular assemblies– it is of course, our 
annual whole-school dance performance.  

Over the first six weeks of spring term, 
the children cover a unit of dance in PE 
discovering new styles and expanding 
skills of  expression, rhythm,  balance 
and teamwork.  

 

 

This year, through the use of sports  
premium funding, we have purchased 
portable dance mirrors to quickly and 
easily turn our hall into a dance studio. 
This has had an immediate and        
significant impact on the children’s self-
confidence and expression when dancing. 

We’re in the mood for dancing!  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 15th Feb 2019-  
break up for half-term 

 

 Monday 25th February 2019
– School/ Nursery reopen to 
all classes 

 

 Thursday 7th March 2019– 
World Book Day 

 

 Friday 15th March 2019– 
Red Nose Day 

 

 Wednesday 20th March 
2019– Gala dance squad 
perform in Durham 

 

 Monday 25th March 2019– 
Parents’ Evening 

 

 Friday 29th March 2019– 
non-uniform day for     
chocolate donations 

 

 Thursday 4th April 2019– 
Easter Fair 3:05pm 

 

 Friday 5th April 2019– break 
up for Easter  

 
Teacher training days planned for 
next academic year: 
3rd Sept 2019, 6th Jan 2020, 
22nd May 2020, 20th July 2020 
 

The assembly saw routines from every 
class from Nursery to Year 6 as well as 
dance club and our Gala dance squad. 
We defy anyone not to be moved by 
Nursery’s ’baby shark’ routine!   

Later in the term, a squad of 30 Key 
Stage 2 dancers will showcase their   
talent at the primary dance festival in        
Durham’s Gala Theatre as they perform    

                         

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a routine to a Mary Poppins medley. 
Year 6 will join them to reprise their 
performance of ’The Greatest’- a song all 
about being proud of who they are as 
individuals. We could not be prouder of 
you all!   

  



It is ironic that a game usually 
played on ice, becomes one of 
the most hotly contested   
tournaments of the year.  

Steve, our SAFC foundation 
coach ,  ran th i s  yea r ’ s       
tournament for all years from 
Reception to Y6.  

Children are paired up and 
work tactically to ensure they 
have the stones closest to the 
centre of the house. As the 
children get older, the tactics 

become more evident. It   
always leads to a very exciting 
final. 

Our top three pairs all received 
special commemorative medals 

for their 
reward.  

give away clues to their 
identity and only playing 
online with people they 
know.  

Whilst we are constantly 
r e f r e s h i n g  c h i l d r e n ’ s   
memories of safe internet 
use, we also focus on how 
our relationships online 
could be improved. This 
year we focused on the 

Keeping children safe online 
has become one of the   
major priorities for parents 
and schools alike in recent 
years.  

Children are so adept now 
at knowing the best ways 
to keep themselves safe 
onl ine such as us ing     
n i c k n am e s ,  a v o i d i n g     
posting photographs that 

theme of consent and 
talked through scenarios 
such as asking permission 
to post a photo, and when 
friends are over, playing 
games that all children 
have permission from    
parents to access.  

Use the handy parentinfo 
bulletins on our website for 
latest internet safety news.  

Curling Championships 2019 

Safer Internet Day 2019 

pi l lars of Is lam. The      
c h i l d r e n  f o u n d  o u t       
interesting facts about  
Muslim beliefs and values 
and shared their own   
views where those beliefs 
differed.  

All in all, however, the  
children found out that the 
core values of Islam such as 
loving each other, sharing 
with those less fortunate, 
and working hard were not 
any different to their own.  

This was a great follow on 
from our Gurdwara visit 
last year when studying 
Sikhism and gave us a 
greater understanding of 
another of the world’s 
faiths.  

RE learning in Y4,5 and 6 

RE in spring term of class 5 
and 6 has turned its focus 
to the religion of Islam.  

We were delighted to   
welcome two special guests 
form Newcastle Central 
Mosque, who came in to 
school to talk to the     
children about their faith.  

The couple, originally from 
Consett in County Durham, 
told the children all about 
their own pilgrimage to 
Mecca and about the five 
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Can we be safer and 
kinder online? 

Curling always gets    
everyone fired up!  

Children in class 5 and 6 

welcoming  our visitors to 

school.  

 



Chinese New Year always holds a special 
place on our school calendar– this year we 
welcomed in the year of the pig.  

Pupils in Y6 performed our annual dragon 
dance for our families on the yard along 
with the whole school joining in with the 
routine.  

Earlier, parents and pupils in Nursery had 

enjoyed a stay and play day in which 
the little ones got to join in 
with the dragon dancing.  

Residents at Springfield 
Lodge also enjoyed a visit 
from our Chinese New Year 
mascot.  

weren’t disappointed!  

“I just love it!”, said Cllr 
Kellet, “I’ve told everyone 
at the council about it.” 

Thanks also go to the staff 
of Tesco, Dragonville, who 
raised over £200 with a 
cake sale in store to help 
fund our beanbag chairs 
and new books.  

We  w e r e  t h r i l l e d  t o      
w e l c o m e  t h e  R i g h t      
Worsh ipfu l ,  Mayor of   
Durham to school this 
week to officially open our 
reading lodge.  

The outdoor classroom 
facility, which was installed  
back in September, now 
has lighting, heating and 
comfy beanbag 
chairs to enable 
us to use it all 
year round. Along 
with the mayor, 
our local council-
ors, David Hall 
and Bill Kellett, 
came to see what 
their community 
grant funding had 
helped to pur-
chase, and they  

Welcome –the year of the pig!  

A visit from the Mayor of Durham 
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Year 4/5 pupils performed 
the dragon dance for   

residents at Springfield 

Our reading lodge has a 
grand official opening.  

“This is a wonderful 

facility– you are very 

lucky children!” 

The Right Worshipful 

Mayor of Durham  



some spare fabric! This was 
without any adult input– 
we are amazed at their 
creativity! It just goes to 
show the impact that   
working with older pupils 

Just look at this! The day 
after our stay and play, the 
very clever children of nurs-
ery got themselves into a 
line and performed their 
own dragon dance with 

can have!  Also in nursery 
recently, pupils have been 
enjoying messy play in mud 
and shaving foam! Thank 
goodness for our all-in-one 
coveralls!  

Nursery fun!  

Thank you for supporting 
our road safety campaign 

We have seen a positive    
r e s pons e  t o  our  l e t t e r        
regarding parking outside of 
school as well as car safety. 
There is still work to do,    
however.  

We understand that there is a 
lack of  parking in the        
immediate area outside of 
school, but a short walk along 
School  Avenue or up the 
school bank makes a world of 
difference to the safety of our 
children.  

We still have a handful of  
parents parking on the green 
opposite school; this destroys 
the grass which is a real shame 
for the residents of that street.  

Traff i c wardens have   
already issued tickets for 
unlawful parking and police 
are doing spot checks on 
issues such as parking, car 
occupancy and seatbelts.  

In school and nursery, we 
have been teaching the 
children about the vital 
importance of seatbelts and 
staying safe within the car.  

The governing body of West 
Rainton Primary School are  
currently looking for a parent 
governor to join the board.  

The ideal candidate will be  
someone passionate about    
affecting change that benefits 
our pupils and community, and 
able to give time and ideas to 
the cause.  

If you are interested in learning 
more about the role please call in 
to school by Friday 1st March 
when the position closes. 

We’ve made a     
difference but there’s 

still work to do.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See our World Book Day and Comic Relief celebrations 

 Read about spring term learning 

 Find out about our Easter activities  
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Are you interested in 
being on board? 


