
As 2016 draws to a close it is yet    
another chance to reflect on a busy, 

busy year in West Rainton Primary. In a 
year that has seen the opening of our 
brand new nursery facility, it has been 

an exciting 
new chal-
lenge to 

add to our 
brilliant 
provision 
here at 
West  

Rainton.  

What has 
remained 

the same  however, throughout all of 
2016, is the fantastic attitudes and hard 
work of your children and the brilliant 

support from you as parents and carers.  

As we leave to celebrate Christmas 2016 
we all send our very best for a fun-filled 
and happy time for all of our families 
and friends. We hope 2017 brings a 

whole new host of exciting opportunities 
for us all. 

Merry Christmas to all our families and friends 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 16th Dec– Break up 
for Christmas 

 

 Wednesday 4th January 
2017– School/ Nursery re-
open to all classes 

 

 Monday 9th January 2017– 
Y4 begin swimming lessons 

 

 Friday 27th January 2017-
Chinese New Year celebra-
tions 

 

 Friday 17th February 2017- 
Break up for Half-term 

 
 
 
Teacher training days still to come 
this academic year: 

 Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

 Friday 26th May 2017 
 

Win a free              
school jumper! 

Hidden within the pages of this newsletter are  
eight famous Christmas films. To begin  the 
Christmas season, can you name the film that 
these characters feature in? Parents and Grand-
parents can help with some! Write answers on a 
piece of paper with the name of your child and all 
correct entries will be placed in a draw to win a 
free school jumper or cardigan! Entries must be 
received by 10am on Friday 6th  January 2017. 
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Year 2 have been busy with 
a Christmas design and 
technology project this half-
term.  

They have designed and 
constructed wooden trucks 
in the theme of the famous 
C o c a - C o l a  a d v e r t         
campaign.  

Using the cutting tools 
safely is an objective for 
our pupils to meet and they 

worked incredibly sensibly 
to create their own vehicles.  

Af te r  measur i ng  and     
cutting the wood, the       
children joined the frame 
together and added the 
cardboard decorations to 
the outside to complete the 
look. Add on a couple of 
axles and four wheels and 
the trucks are complete. 

Hol idays are coming!    

Pupils in Y5/6 enjoyed a trip 
to Sunderland’s Frost Village 
to experience a new sport skill.  

The skill progression from 
beginning to end of the session 
was phenomenal. Well done to 
all!  

unveil ing of the vil lage     
heritage boards that we 

We have had a busy but fun 
autumn term with lots of 
exciting events going on in 
school. We began this half 
term with a remembrance 
service led by Year 5 and 6.  

A week later and we         
received a VIP visit from   
Pudsey Bear to help us     

celebrate Children in Need 
day.  

November also saw the    

helped to create. Durham City 
Homes came to thank us for 
all of our hard work to create 
interpretation boards, plant 
trees and bulbs and make 
West Rainton an even better 
place to live. 

Year 2’s get handy with the hacksaws 

Autumn term fun 

incredibly hard to learn 
lines, songs and dances and 
the enjoyment of their work 
was clear for all to see on 

the day of the show.  
Well done to all staff and 
pupils for your hard work 
on our shows this year.  

Prickly Hay! 

The children of Years 1 and 
2 put together a fantastic 
Nativity production full of 
toe-tapping hoedown fun. 

P r i c k l y  H a y  wa s  a        
traditional retelling of the 
Christmas story filled with 
cowboy themed music.  

I t  gave  us  the  key     
Christmas message that 
Jesus was God’s gift to 
everyone, no matter who 
you are and what you do.  

The  ch i l d ren  worked     
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Reception pupils meeting 
Pudsey on Children in 

Need day 

The Coca Cola trucks  
designed and constructed 

by pupils in Year 2.  

“If  you think you’re not 

important, all the little 

things you do. Just 

remember God above is 

very proud of you..’ 

Prickly Hay lyrics 
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Ice rink trip 



Pupils in Key Stage 2 have thoroughly   
enjoyed putting on a production of ‘Grease’ 
this Christmas.  

The cast worked incredibly hard, putting 
hours of rehearsal in after school and at 
home.  

The show was played to two sell-out     
audiences after a very busy dress rehearsal 

too. 

Classic songs such as ‘Hopelessly    
Devoted’, ‘You’re the One that I Want’ 
and ‘Greased Lightning’ had the     
audience clapping and cheering along.  

What a talented bunch of children we 
have in Key Stage Two– the soloists 
were outstanding this year!  

Well done to all of our 
Year 5 pupils who were 
true professionals on the 
day of the performance. 
They very much deserved 
t h e i r  N a nd o ’ s  t r e a t !       

Pupils in Year 5 enjoyed 
performing a 30 minute 
p r o d u c t i o n  o f             
Shakespeare’s Macbeth to a 
s e l l - o u t  a u d i e n c e  i n        
Durham’s Gala Theatre.  

The production, which was 
part of Shakespeare School’s 
f e s t i va l ,  wa s  one  o f       
hundreds of events across 
the whole country.  

Throughout the process, we 
learned not only what it is 
like to learn and perform a 
play true to Shakespeare’s 
original script, but also the 
t e c h n i c a l  s i d e  o f  a           
production with the light 
and sound crew.  

Macbeth is a dark and   
sinister play about letting 
ambition take over; Year 5 
loved getting to know the 
plot. 

We loved this project so 
much, we are going to take 
part again next year. 

Grease is the word! 

Year 5 perform Shakespeare at the Gala Theatre 

Page 3 West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 29 

Key Stage Two’s         
production of ‘Grease’ 

2016 

The children learned so much 
from their Shakespeare   

experience. 

“Is this a dagger 

which I see before 

me, the handle 

towards my hand’ 

Macbeth played by 

Arran Gargett in the 

Shakespeare School’s 

Festival. 
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The children thoroughly 
enjoyed the food and fun 
that was served up in our 
d i n i n g  r oom .  I t  wa s     
n u r s e r y ’ s  f i r s t  t i m e       
experiencing a school meal 

W e  h a d  a  b e a u t i f u l    
Christmas lunch cooked for 
us by our angels in the 
kitchen. Turkey, sprouts 
and roast potatoes all went 
down a treat!  

and they loved tucking in 
to a Christmas lunch. 
Happy Christmas everyone!  

Christmas lunch fun! 

Lots of singing engagements! 

Another beautiful carol service 
took place in St Mary’s Church 
this week and for many resi-
dents in the village, this is seen 
as the start of Christmas.  

This was one of many perform-
ances we have given in recent 
weeks. We were delighted to 
take part in the NSPCC carol 
service at Durham Cathedral 
last weekend along with seven 
other local schools.  

We ended our busy week of 
productions with a trip to  
Newcastle International Air-
port to sing with the SAFC      
foundation. As travellers were 
heading off to sunnier climes 
f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y s ,  w e           

entertained them with a 
range of traditional  carols 
and a fun      rendition of 
‘Run, run Rudolph, to get 
them into the Home Alone 
spirit! 

Thank you to our choir 
members for showing your 
commitment to all of our 
events. 

We were so pleased that Puff-
ing Billy answered our call and 
came to see us on the night of 
KS2’s Grease production.  

While we were busy getting 
ready for our show, Billy 
stopped off at school to give us 
some Christmas cheer before 
we went on stage.  

It was so exciting to see Santa 
and the elves; they stayed to 
have a dance with us.  

Thank you so much Puffing 
Billy!  

A visit from Puffing Billy on 
show night!  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See what spring term has in store for our learners 

 Find out how we celebrated Chinese New Year 

 See how Y3 get on with African drumming 
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Puffing Billy calls into 
school! 
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