
There is a lot of good practice going 
on out there at home with regular 

monitoring and agreed internet rules 
by parents.  

For more information, please see the         
e-safety section of our website. 

Safer internet day 2017 
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Using the internet safely is something 
we dedicate a lot of our curriculum 

time to.  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 17th February– 
break up for half term 

 

 Monday 27th February– 
Back to school 

 

 Friday 3rd March— World 
Book Day 

 

 Friday 24th March— Red 
Nose Day 

 

 Monday 27th March—
Parents’ Evening 

 

 Wednesday 5th April— 
Bring an adult to school 
afternoon 1-3pm 

 

 Thursday 6th April— 
Easter Fair 3.10pm  

 

 Friday 7th April— Break 
up for Easter holidays 

 

 Monday 24th April—  
Summer term begins 

Win a free              
school jumper! 

Roses are red, violets are blue, here is another 
competition for you! Hidden within the pages of 
this newsletter are some dingbats! Can you iden-
tify the item or phrase from the clue in the pic-
ture? Write answers on a piece of paper with the 
name of your child and all correct entries will be 
placed in a draw to win a free school jumper or 
cardigan! Entries must be received by 10am on 
Friday 3rd March 2017. 
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One of the most important dates on our 
school calendar is safer internet day.  

This year the theme was all about uniting 
for a better internet and focused on im-
ages online.  

In Key Stage1, we looked at what we can 
do if we see something online that we 
don’t like. The children were very keen to 
tell us about internet rules at home and 
how they talk to parents/carers about e-
safety.  

In Key Stage 2, we looked in detail at 
what clues an image posted online can 
give away about our personal informa-
tion. Children in year 3-6 were all chal-
lenged to change one thing about their 
internet practice that would either make 
it safer or kinder.  

Thank you so much for the fantastic  
response to our parent survey regarding  
e-safety. We will be following up your 
comments with parent sessions and 
handy leaflets to help you to stay in  
control.  



2017 marks the 90th  birth-
day of West Rainton Primary 
School.  

Having catered for many dif-
ferent ages and been known 
under different names, the 
school has stood strong for 
almost a century.  

From air raid shelters on the 
field to the revered honours 
board, the school contains 
many aspects of history to 
explore.  

We would love to see your 
memories of being pupils or 
parents of West Rainton Pri-
mary school– old     photo-
graphs, school books, reports, 
trophies 
etc. The 
aim is to 
have the 
school hall 
packed full 
of     
memories 
by the 

official birthday in July.  

Please be assured we will copy 
and return items as quickly as 
we can to ensure their safe-
keeping.  

story about Chinese New Year. 

  Gong Hey Fat Choi! 

Our annual celebration of 
Chinese New Year continued 
last week with a dragon dance 
for our families 
and friends. 

This year, our 
nursery pupils 
a l s o  h a d  a   
Chinese themed 
day with food 
tasting, fortune 
cookies, dragon 
dancing and a 

 

90 years of memories 

Happy Year of the Rooster! 

“I prefer school now be-
cause our teachers are nice 
and our classroom is col-
ourful”, one girl said.  

After school, the children 
had to help at pit cottage 
number 5 which was in a 
terrible mess! The children 
helped to make the bed, lay 
the table for tea, tidy away 
clothes and toys, beat    
carpets and even empty the 
chamber pot!  

History was well and truly 

brought to life for these 
eager young minds.  

Year 1 enjoy going back in time to Beamish 

Pupils in Year 1 thoroughly 
enjoyed their visit to  
Beamish this week as they 
learned more about life as 
a Victorian coal miner.  

Life down the mine was 
cold, wet and dark; Year 1 
agreed it was a very     
difficult and dangerous job.  

The children weren’t so sure   
about Victorian school and 
agreed that they much  
prefer to be 21st century 
school children.  
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Nursery pupils enjoying    
Chinese New Year celebrations.  

Please add to our memory 
collection in any way you 

can. 

“ The Chinese dragon is red 

because red means good 

luck’ 

Nursery pupil 
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We were delighted to welcome in our 
friends from the NSPCC again this term 
as we  continue our work on safeguarding 
our  children.  

The assemblies, themed for key stage one 
and two, ensure children understand what 
is safe and acceptable when it comes to 
their care.  

The children discussed different types of 
abuse and had a great range of ideas on 
who they can talk to if they feel unsafe. 
They also discussed the work of childline 
and watched cartoon presentations about 
scenarios of abuse.  

This follows on from our work to support 
the NSPCC in their charity carol service in 
Durham Cathedral back in December.  

The NSPCC 
w i l l  b e      
returning next 
m o n t h  t o 
c a r r y  o u t 
w o r k s h o p s 
with our Y5 
and 6 pupils.  

We will also 
be taking part 
i n  a n     
awareness raising event with our 
families to ensure the children spread 
the message far and wide about 
speaking out against abuse.  

line-dance routine to ‘Achy 
breaky Heart’ and an upbeat 
street dance to ‘Can’t stop the 
Feelin’’ ended the key stage 2  
input.  

The assembly had a    thrilling 
finale performed by our 2yr 
old nursery pupils. They 
showed great confidence and 
talent to sing and dance to 
‘The Wheels on the Bus’.  

Best of luck to our Year 4 
class and Year 5/6 class who 
will be performing in front of 
500 people at Durham’s Gala 
Theatre.  

Our annual celebration of 
dance has become a key event 
on the school      calendar. It 
is one that the whole school 
community looks forward to 
and this year’s event was, 
once again, very well at-
tended. 

All pupils in the school have 
been covering a unit of dance 
in PE and each class came up 
with       fantastic routines to 
show to our community.  

Reception were inspired by the 
music of Disney with a beauti-
ful routine to ’Under the Sea’. 
They were keenly followed by 
a star-studded performance 
from Year 1 performing to 
‘Uptown Funk’.  Our year 2’s 
were dancing fireworks to 
Katy Perry’s hit and they were 
followed by a fun routine by 
Year 3 to the Spice Girls’ hit 
‘Stop Right Now’. A polished 

NSPCC introduce ‘speak out, stay safe’ agenda 

Dancing stars of school and nursery 
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The NSPCC talk to our pupils 
about how to stay safe.  

Above: pupils in class 1 
performing to ‘Under the 

Sea’  

“That whole assembly 

was just 

wonderful” 

Reception 

grandparent 
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Reception, parents and   
carers are invited to share in 
our early reading, writing 
and number skills.   

Similarly, every Friday in 
nursery, you can be part of 

It has been great seeing so 
many of our family members 
coming in to share learning 
in the early years. Every 
Wednesday morning in   

stay and play phonics or 
number sessions.  

These sessions are a whole 
lot of fun and the children 
really love to show you what 
they can do.  

The staff also appreciate all 
of the help you provide to 
our young learners at home 
too– thank you! 

Family fun in early years 

Promoting good financial habits for life 

Pupils across the school and 
nursery have a fantastic    
opportunity to build up their 
bank balances whilst creating 
good financial habits for   
adulthood.  

Our school savings scheme 
allows pupils to make weekly 
deposits to their individual 
accounts which are completely 
backed by Durham Credit  
Union.  

At any point the children, 
th rough a  s impl e  fo rm       
completed by parents, can 
withdraw part or all of their 
funds at a week’s notice.  

Some children decide on a  
target item or focus to save for 

Such as contributing to 
their residential trip to 
Robin Wood in Y5/6.  

If you would like your 
child to join the scheme, 
p l e a s e  s e e  M r s 
McGowan in the office.  

Year 6 pupils have recently 
been working alongside nursery 
children to bring stories to life.  

The relationships built up over 
a picture book can be very 
powerful and it was lovely to 
see the effect this has on both 
groups of children.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Read about our fantastic Gala Theatre Dance Teams 

 Share in our World Book Day celebrations 

 See how we raised money for Red Nose Day 2017 
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Working together for 
success 7 

8 

We would like to introduce you 
to our new temporary care-
taker, Mr Heron.  

Mr Heron has settled in quickly 
to his new role in school and 
will be with us whilst Mr 
Nicholson is off poorly.  

Welcome Mr 
Heron! 


