
The Beast from the East could not stop 
29 intrepid explorers from Y5 and 6 (and 
four teachers!) having the adventure of 
their lives at Robin Wood, Alston in 
early March.  

The deep snow and frozen lake only 
added to the amazing experience that 
our residential 2-day visit offered. From 
swinging through trees, jumping from 
high trapeze platforms, solving puzzles to 

canoeing, caving and braving the 
dreaded piranha pool, our weekend was 
action packed and full of fun.  

For many of the children, this was the 
first time they had spent time away from 
anyone in the family and they all     
conducted themselves brilliantly. The 
staff at Robin Wood could not praise the 
children highly enough stating how   
polite, mature and supportive they were 
around the centre. We were amazed by 
their brave approach to every task.  

Best time ever at Robin Wood!  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Thursday 29th March 2018-  
Break up for Easter 

 

 Monday 16th April 2018– 
School/ Nursery reopen to all 
classes 

 

 Monday 7th May 2018– 
SCHOOL CLOSED– Bank 
Holiday 

 

 Monday 14th May2018– 
SATS WEEK FOR Y6 

 

 Saturday 19th May 2018–    
Beamish Flag and Empire 
parade 

 

 Monday 21st May 2018– 
SATS WEEK FOR Y2 

 

 Friday 25th May 2018– 
Break up for half-term 

 
 Sunday 3rd June 2018– 

West Rainton Big Lunch at 
St Mary’s 

Teacher training days     
proposed for next academic 
year: 
 Monday 3rd September 

 Thursday 20th December 

 Friday 21st December 
 

Unfortunately, that was our last visit to 
Robin Wood who no longer offer    
weekend breaks. Rather than taking the 
children away during term-time, we are 
making the switch to Derwent Hill in 
Keswick next year; a place that also 
comes with rave reviews.  

A huge thank you must go to the school 
staff too, for accompanying the children 
and ensuring they feel well-looked after 
whilst there, (even though I know you 
wouldn't miss it for the world!) 

Well done to everyone– enjoy reliving 
the memories on DVD!  



We had a lovely morning 
w h e n  M & M  t h e a t r e         
productions came to school  to 
perform the literary classic, ‘A 
Little Princess’.  

The story transported the 

children from exotic India to 
a cold and harsh school for 
girls in England where the 
lead character, Sara Crew, 
has her fortunes changed 
dramatically.  

It is a story about love and 
loss, but mainly about   

friendship and what being a 
good friend means.  

As Y4/5 are studying the text 
by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
at the moment, they were 

treated to a workshop afterwards 
which allowed them to take part 
as actors, directors or sound and 
light technicians.  

We look forward to welcoming 
M&M productions back next 
spring.  

We had a carousel of   
activities going on all day 
in school to encourage eve-
ryone to get sporty, have 
fun and raise lots of 
money.  

Sport Relief gave us an 
excuse to don the sports 
gear and get active all for 
a good cause.  

A coffee morning for family 
members also helped to 
add to the coffers and in 
the end we sent off over 
£350 to the charity.  

M&M Productions perform in school 

Doing our bit for Sport Relief 

i t  w a s  s i m p l y  t o o         
dangerous for many of the 
staff to travel in and we 
did not want to force   
journeys of our pupils who 
live further afield too.  

We were pleased to offer 
childcare for any parents 
who desperately needed to 
get to work and this offer 
was taken up.  

We are so grateful for your 
patience and understanding 
when things like this occur. 

We would also like to   
express a huge vote of 
thanks  to  the  many       
community members who 
came to help us clear the 
drive, paths, steps and play 
yards before the children 
returned– it was very much 
appreciated.  

School closures are snow joke!  

W e  we r e  i n c r e d i b l y      
disappointed to have to 
close the school earlier this 
m o n t h  w h e n  t h e          
unprecedented weather 
front of snow and ice hit 
the region.  You all know 
how much we discourage 
any unnecessary days off!  

We never take school   
closures lightly, and, had it 
just been about the site 
safety, we would have 
worked tirelessly to get the 
children in. Unfortunately, 
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Nursery 2yr olds doing 
their bit for Sport Relief 

Pupils from Reception to 
Y6 enjoyed the production 

in their own school hall 

We were thrilled to have so 

many helpers to dig us out!  

 



We finally got round to celebrating this 
year’s World Book Day after our unplanned 
closure for the snow.  

We could not let one of our favourite     
occasions of the year pass without a fun 
day of dressing up and celebrating the 
world of literature.  

We had characters such as Paddington 
Bear, The Gruffalo, Gangsta Granny, Harry 

Potter, Mary Poppins, Peter Rabbit and 
a whole host more joining us in school 
this year.  

We do hope that everyone has      
managed to spend their £1 book token 
on something new and exciting to read; 
there really is not a better skill in the 
world to master than the love of a 
good book.  

and stayed in school all 
morning coaching and  
giving top tips for success.  

We are sure you’ve seen 
the event on 
both ITV and 
BBC north east 
news as well a  
being featured in 
m a n y  l o c a l   
papers.  

It’s not every 
day a       medal

We were thrilled to be   
asked to host a visit from 
Olympic gymnast, Amy 
Tinkler at the beginning of 
the half-term.  

The event, sponsored by 
NPower, was designed to 
show the power of support 
in being a  success  in   
whatever you do.  

Amy ,  o r i g i na l l y  f r om 
County Durham, won her 
Olympic bronze in Rio in 
2016  coming third in the 
floor routine. She will be 
representing Team England 
fro the first time in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Australia in April.  

A f t e r  a n s w e r i n g  t h e     
chi ldren’s questions in       
assembly, Amy officially 
opened our gymnastics club 

-winning Olympian comes 
to school! We wish Amy 
ev e ry  s u c ce s s  i n  he r     
upcoming events.  

A world of stories just waiting to be discovered... 

A visit from an Olympian! 
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Children in nursery      
enjoying sharing their  

favourite stories 

The whole school welcomed 
Amy into assembly, before 
gymnastics club showed her 

their moves. 

“It shows that if I 

work hard, train and 

never give up, I could 

be like her one day’’ 

Y6 gymnastic club 

member after meeting 

Olympic bronze 

medallist, Amy 

Tinkler 



and joining in with our         
traditional bonnet and egg 
competitions. This really is 
an occasion the children 
look forward to every year. 

Special congratulations to 

As we break for another 
holiday, we would like to 
take this opportunity to 
wish all of our families a 
happy Easter.  We are   
hoping to experience better 
weather as we head into 
spring  and look forward to 
welcoming you all back on 
Monday 16th April.  

Thank you to everyone 
who supported our Easter 
Fair this week with baking 

Miss McCaffery who will be 
getting married over the 
holidays. On our return she 
will be Mrs Maddox. We 
hope she and her husband 
have a lovely wedding day.  

Hoppy Easter! 

Year 1 experience life at the coalface 

To end their history unit all 
about life in a coal-mining 
community, Year 1 pupils went 
on a fun-packed visit to       
Beamish Museum.  

After experiencing a shift down  
in the darkness of the drift 
mine, the children learned 
about life at home and school 
over 100 years ago.  

The pit cottage experience in-
volved the children helping 
with chores such as beating the 
mats, cleaning out the tin bath, 
doing the washing in a poss 
tub and even emptying the 
chamber pot under the bed!  

The children learned so much 
from the exhibits and staff at 

The museum who really 
brought this era to life.  

We also enjoyed riding on 
a tram, visiting the sweet 
shop and having a lesson in 
a very old school.  

One thing is for sure, our 
Year 1 pupils know how 
lucky they are to be     
children in school in the 
21st    century! 

Are you entitled to 30 hours 
free childcare? If you are a 
working parent of a 3-4 year-
old then you could be eligible 
for this fantastic offer.  

We now provide full -day    
childcare in our beautiful   
nursery, allowing your child to 
stay for lunch and extend their 
education.  

If you are interested in     
knowing more, please contact 
us on 01915843805 

Year 1 spent the day 
experiencing life as a 
coal miner at home 

and at work. 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Catch up with Y2’s visit to Durham Cathedral 

 Read about a trip to the ballet for our little ones 

 Find out about our summer term learning 
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30 hours free 
childcare!  


