
 

 

Dear parents/carers                                                                                             

 

Firstly, I just want to say how proud I am of our children and families for the way you’ve handled the 

past ten weeks. I know how difficult it has been and your efforts to keep up with work in whatever 

way you can have been admirable. I would also like to recognise the monumental effort of the entire 

staff team here at WRPS who have gone above and beyond to provide so many different levels of 

support for our pupils. I have heard of no other school who has gone to the lengths that we have 

with provision of daily curriculum tasks, delivery of materials to each home, the creation of a 

resource airlock, providing meals or vouchers, childcare offered on every single weekday including 

holidays and bank holidays and much more.  

In recent weeks, we have been busy preparing the wider areas of the school to welcome back more 

pupils from June 15th. As you will have seen via our communications, we were ready for opening on 

Monday 1st but this was postponed at short notice through a county council instruction. We have a 

stringent risk assessment in place and have considered all aspects of those guidelines in order to 

make school as safe as possible, whilst also being functional and fun as a place of learning. Our focus 

is on returning to a happy, positive and safe school where a high quality education can resume prior 

to the summer break. Initially, we can only welcome back pupils in our nursery (pre-school group), 

reception, year 1 and year 6 as the government advised.  

As you’ve seen on dojo, we have set up seven separate ‘bubbles’ in school. The children will learn 

and play in their own zones, sticking with the same adults and never mixing with other groups in this 

first phase. The groups are small and carefully managed to be as spread out as they can be. They 

each have individual resources and equipment and there are very regular cleaning and hygiene 

routines in place. There will be videos on dojo to show the children over the next week, but I have 

also enclosed a letter for them at the end of this one.  

We regret, at this time, we are unable to offer much of wraparound care as this would involve 

mixing children and adults, but please speak to us if you have a desperate need for this and we’ll do 

everything we can to help you solve the problem.   

Below, I have outlined the key timings of the day and the information you need to be aware of for 

returning to school:  

Year group Drop off time Collection time Which door? 

nursery 8:30am 11:30am (30hrs 
children- 2:30pm) 

Nursery door for both 
drop off and collection 

Reception 8:45am 2:45pm Reception door 

Year 1 9:00am 3:00pm Hall door 

Year 6 9:15am 3:15pm Y6 door 

 

It will be crucial that children are brought to school at the correct time as we have deliberately 

staggered the start and end times to avoid big groups of families being on the yard at any one time. 

Please arrive exactly on your allotted time and ideally only one adult should accompany children. 



Avoid bringing other siblings wherever possible onto the school premises. Where children are in 

two different year groups, parents are asked to drop off and collect at the earliest time slot EG a 

family with a child in year 1 and child in year 6 will drop off at 9.00am and collect at 3:00pm but to 

separate doors.  

On the main yard, you will see a one-way system in place which involves walking across the yard 

towards nursery then round the inside of the lawn, and back out through the staff car park. This is to 

avoid parents meeting each other coming across the yard so please follow it even if it means a little 

extra walking!  

 

Uniform 

Children are required to be in appropriate uniform for the summer weather. Green 

jumpers/cardigans may not be needed if the weather is going to be warm. Children can wear school 

shorts, gingham school dresses/playsuits to be comfortable for the summer weather. We are asking 

children to wear trainers for school for now, rather than their school shoes, so they can play safely 

outside without the need to get changed. We do not require PE kits in school for now. Uniform must 

be changed or washed daily and we recommend children get changed as soon as they get home.  

Belongings brought in 

Children can bring a packed lunch and drinks bottle daily. These need to be easy to clean so no fabric 

packed lunch bags/boxes please. These items will be wiped down on arrival to school and kept in a 

cool area of the cloakroom or classroom. Pupils in year 6 can bring a pencil case on their first day 

(again one made of plastic or vinyl- not fabric or fur!) This will be wiped down and kept in school 

until the end of term. Children are not asked to bring anything else. Even bookbags/school bags can 

stay at home for now. The children will be heard to read in school, probably more than once a day in 

most groups so will have had sufficient practise. They will not be receiving homework. Children can 

bring a coat/sunhat as appropriate, we just ask items are kept to a minimum.  

Sun cream 

We politely ask that all children come into school with sun cream applied on all days during the final 

half term. The government guidance suggests that schools encourage use of the outdoors as much 

as possible for learning and we intend to have children outside for large parts of the afternoons 

whilst conducting their lessons outside. For children unable to apply sun cream sufficiently 

themselves, we will be unable to physically assist them.  

Lunches 

Our kitchen will be back in operation so children can have school lunches when we return. The menu 

may be modified to be food items that are easier to package up as children will be eating in different 

areas around the building. 

Curriculum 

Our pupils will all be back on timetable and will receive their entitlement in curriculum over the final 

half term. As we have missed eight weeks of the level of teaching we would like, we will be working 

hard to catch up with the children we have.  

 



Staffing 

Year group Colour zone staff Number of pupils in 
group (as of 1st June) 

nursery blue Miss Charlton and Mrs 
Tempest 

9 

Reception (gp1) green Mrs Struthers/Mrs 
McVicar/Mrs Lloyd 

7 

Reception (gp2) green Mrs Firth and Miss 
Cairns 

5 

Year 1 yellow Mrs Maddox and Mrs 
Bissell 

5 

Childcare (gp1) orange Mrs Kelly 5 

Childcare (gp2) orange Mrs Newham 4 

Year 6 red Mr McDonough and 
Mrs Morton 

11 

As you can see, we still have ample capacity to add more children to groups but we are aiming to 

keep them as small as possible whilst we can.  

Testing 

Once early years and childcare providers open to more children, all children who are attending a 

school setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged 

to get tested in this scenario. The aim is to enable children to get back to childcare, and their parents 

or carers not to need to self-isolate any longer than is necessary, if the test proves to be negative. A 

positive test will ensure rapid action to protect other children and staff in their setting. 

We ask all parents and carers to ensure they organise a test for their child, in the event that they 
develop coronavirus symptoms, persistent cough, high temperature and/or loss of taste or smell, 
and notify us immediately of either a suspected case or positive test.  

It is also still the case, that if anyone in the household develops symptoms, then the household must 

isolate for 14 days. A test should be taken as early as possible to avoid unnecessary isolating should 

the result be negative.  

Attendance 

Whilst we cannot enforce any actions for school absence during this time, we are actively 

encouraging those families who have decided to return, to attend every single day. School is not a 

drop-in service like the childcare option was, and this final five weeks of term is as much about re-

establishing good working habits and a mind-set of academic routine in preparation for September. 

The children will be returning to normal academic timetables and therefore, will miss out, if they are 

absent for a day.   

Please contact me via phone, email or dojo if you have any further questions,  

Mrs Alison McDonough 

3rd June 2020 

 

 



 

 

Dear children,  

Wow! You have been amazing over the past few months. Your whole worlds have been turned 

upside down and you’ve been kept away from all of the things you enjoy and many of the people 

you love. Believe it or not, you have been part of history and while this has been an incredible test, it 

will have built resilience and coping skills in you that you will use in later life. I am so proud of you!  

When you return to school, we have a very important mission for you to be part of. It will need all of 

us to act responsibly and safely to keep everyone in our bubbles protected.  

I hope to show you some little video clips over the next week, so you know what school looks like 

before you come back. For now, I thought I would give you a few little ideas to get you prepared: 

Things that will be different at first  Things that will be the same  

You will not see very much of the other groups 
of children and adults in school.  

You will get to see some of the children from 
your own class every day, you may not see them 
all.  

You will need to use certain toilets!  You will be taught your lessons- in fact you’ll 
have more of the adults’ time than before!  

There are cool looking stickers all over the floors 
and wall to show us what 2m looks like.   

You will be reading to adults in school.  

We will not be able to meet together for 
assemblies but Mrs Mac will still get to see your 
best work and teachers will still issue 
certificates.  

You will be able to play in the outdoor areas 
safely. 

You will have your own set of resources and 
equipment. Other things in the classroom may 
need cleaning down more regularly.  

You can have your school dinner or packed 
lunches sitting safely with your friends indoors 
or outdoors.  

You will not bring anything to school other than 
a packed lunch and drinks bottle.  

You will be using the exercise books from before 
we closed to complete your work.  

You can wear trainers!  You will do PE but without getting changed.  

We can’t have trips, clubs and events with 
parents in school just yet.  

You will get back into a routine where home and 
school are separate. You are expected to attend 
every day!  

You will wash your hands- a lot!  School will be a fun and happy place to be! 

You have already adapted to enormous change since the middle of March and these are our first 

baby steps back to a more normal life. It will be strange but I know you’ll enjoy being back in.  

We are so excited to be able to have some more of you in school soon. It will be great to get lots of 

learning done before the summer holidays.  

I hope to see you very soon,  

Mrs Mac 


