
Well, that year didn’t turn out the way 

any of us had hoped or planned!  

Where do I begin to describe the chal-

lenges and planning that have been 

faced and overcome by our entire staff 

team in the past four months? 

From the initial announcement of 

schools closing to the majority of pupils 

with two days’ notice, we immediately 

put plans in place to get emergency 

work packs out to every child. Many of 

these were hand-delivered by our own 

staff. This was followed by the setup 

instructions and styluses for class dojo 

again all hand-delivered by our staff 

teams.  

A childcare facility was set up from 

week one to enable children of key-

workers to attend school; this was 

staffed on a rota system by our staff, 

even during ‘holidays’.  

The packed lunch collection / delivery 

system was put in place from the first 

week, followed swiftly by the issuing of 

vouchers.  

We also stepped in to help our wider 

community, with pen pals for Spring-

field Lodge, printing of over 1,200 

leaflets for every house in the village, 

creation of motivational community 

Feeling exceptionally proud... 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 17th July 2020– 

Break up for summer 

 Wednesday 2nd Septem-

ber 2020– Back to school! 

Autumn term 1 begins 

 

 

At this point in time, we are 

unable to plan in our usual 

school calendar of events.  

 

Rest assured, as soon as things 

change and it is safe to do so, 

life at WRPS will return to its 

usual vibrant and exciting self!  

 

We will keep you updated, as 

we have so far, with any  

changes or future plans. 

 

 

 

Teacher training days for 

the next academic year: 

Tuesday 1st September 2020 

Friday 18th December 2020 

Monday 4th January 2021 

Monday 19th July 2021 

Tuesday 20th July 2021 

 

videos and working collaboratively 

with DAY to ensure every child had an 

activity pack of treats, again all hand-

delivered.  

This was all on top of the creation of 

an online learning platform where all 

children, from 2-11 years old were 

provided with their daily work in line 

with the curriculum they would have 

had in school.  

During this time, it has felt like staff in 

schools have not had a moment to 

consider the impact of the pandemic 

on their own lives. Every staff member 

at WRPS, without exception, put this 

community before the teaching of 

their own children, caring for their 

own relatives, volunteering in their 

own communities and their own physi-

cal and mental health.  

The way schools have responded to 

this nationally has been wide-ranging 

and vastly variable. We can put our 

hands on our hearts and say we could 

not have given any more. I am excep-

tionally proud and eternally grateful to 

every one of the staff team here who, 

in my opinion, have been nothing short 

of heroic.  



The children are the 

beating hear of our school 

and we felt so lost without 

you all!  

The staff wanted to show 

you just how much they 

missed you by making their 

little YouTube video that 

hopefully raised a smile.  

We loved seeing your work, 

comments and photos each 

day.  

Hopefully, one day, you will 

recognize what a momen-

tous historical event you’ve 

experienced and tell your-

self how proud you are of 

how you made it through.  

pandemic was over or get 

married, NOW!  

The children gave her an 

emotional send-off by dec-

orating the yard and the 

wedding itself turned out 

to be the perfect day for 

Mr and Mrs Newham.  

They have now resched-

uled the celebration of 

their marriage for 2021, 

As you all know, Miss Wil-

kinson had been counting 

down the days to her wed-

ding day, due to take place 

in April.  

The disappointment that 

her dream day could not go 

ahead as planned was 

eased a little when the vic-

ar got in touch to say she 

could either wait until the 

but we were so pleased to 

see her as a happy, beauti-

ful bride.  

We missed you so much! 

Tears and smiles for Mrs Newham 

 

Fun in the sun  

At least we’ve been blessed with 

some very good weather during this 

difficult time.  

Both during childcare, and since out 

return, we’ve taken every advantage 

to learn and play outside in the fresh 

air.  

Hopefully, we can continue working 

like this over the coming weeks and 

months and be in a better position by 

the time winter time comes around.  

The conduct and attitudes of our 

pupils has been exemplary through-

out.  
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What a beautiful bride 

Mrs Newham made! 

Children sent in photos of 

their beautiful rainbow 

creations  

Nursery learning to hula hoop 

 



Just look at how we’ve welcomed our 

pupils back in their small ‘bubble’ 

groups over the past month.  

The school has totally transformed to be 

‘covid-secure’ and there is soap, sanitiz-

er and antibacterial spray everywhere 

you look! 

Our cleaning 

staff have been 

outstanding in 

their commit-

ment to deep-

clean the entire 

school every 

single night.  

The children 

have even 

experienced socially-distant 

sports’ day and although it is very 

different, they’re loving being 

back.  

 

are allowed to bring in 

their bags, PE kits, reading 

and homework books etc 

so normal work can begin.  

There will be a lot of 

things that have to be 

different in the autumn 

term, one being that we 

have had to take the deci-

sion to postpone our pro-

duction until the summer 

term when we can hope-

fully welcome audiences 

The updated government 

guidance was released just 

last week for what rules 

will be imposed on schools 

in the autumn term ahead. 

Our set-up is very much in 

line with how September 

will look except we can 

then welcome back all chil-

dren in all classes who will 

work and play as isolated 

bubble classes.  

There will be information 

for parents coming out 

nearer to September re-

garding staggered start and 

end times to the day– this 

will be different to the set-

up now and will require 

everyone to be punctual to 

hit their time slot exactly!  

From September, children 

back in to our hall.  

Clubs will also be an 

unusual situation as 

clubs can only take 

place for the bubble 

class group, not in 

mixed age groups. 

Breakfast and tea club 

will return however 

which will be welcome 

news for parents who 

rely on childcare.   

Welcoming our pupils back in bubbles 

Looking to the future 
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Children in each bubble 

are seated apart with their 

own resource pack 

 

“Schools are to 

continue a broad and 

ambitious 

curriculum, 

prioritising improved 

progress in basic 

skills like reading.’ 

DfE guidance 



All people within your sup-

port bubble should also 

isolate immediately.   

If the test return is positive, 

everyone in contact with 

the infected person must 

isolate for 14 days and 

monitor for their own 

symptoms. If the test is 

negative, the child can re-

turn to school once well 

enough.  

If a child is absent, but not 

For the near future, we all 

need to keep in touch with 

the latest advice from the 

government in order to 

keep our school and com-

munity a safe place to work 

and learn.  

If your child, or anyone in 

their household has symp-

toms of Covid-19, you all 

must isolate     immediately 

and arrange a test by con-

tacting NHS 111.  

ill (through isolating or due 

to contact by NHS test and 

trace) school work will be 

provided for them in line 

with the curriculum in 

school.  

Attendance in school 

from September is man-

datory, just like before 

the lockdown. All other 

absences will be moni-

tored just as before.  

Following the NHS guidance on health 

Farewell to our fabulous 

Year 6’s  

Making the transition to secondary school is a 

tough enough step without the additional       

challenges our Y6s have had to face this year.  

The cancellation of SATs test was met with huge 

disappointment for our pupils who’ve prepared so 

hard for them. They have missed out on trips and 

rewards, as well as the opportunity to say good-

bye to all of their friends in school the way they 

deserved.  

This does not detract from how 

proud we are of their achievements 

however, and we are determined to 

see them off in style next week!  

Best of luck in your future goals and 

dreams Year 6!  

  

Last term, we sent out new      

photographic permission forms 

for our pupils to ensure we have 

your current views on use of 

your child’s image. Rest assured 

we are very careful with the use 

of all of our data and images and 

we also know that photos and 

videos provide wonderful         

life-long memories  for you as a 

family.  

If any of your details or          

permissions change, please 

make sure you let us know at the 

earliest opportunity.  

IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT 

YOUR PHONE NUMBERS AND 

EMAIL ADDRESSES ARE KEPT UP 

TO DATE WITH SCHOOL FOR 

EMERGENCY PURPOSES.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how we get straight into autumn term work 

 Read about our work around physical and mental wellbeing 

 Look at how our reception new starters have settled in 
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Are your details and 

permissions up to 

date? 


