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Music Policy 

Subjects leader’s mission statement 

 

At West Rainton Primary school our aim is to provide all pupils with a high quality, 

meaningful music education which engages and inspires them to develop a life-long love of 

music, increases their self-confidence, creativity and imagination, and provides 

opportunities for self-expression and a sense of personal achievement.  

 

From a very early age, I have had a love of music. Growing up, the house was always filled 

with music, be it the guitar, the saxophone, the clarinet, the piano or a wide range of music 

coming from the stereo. As a child I was the taught the piano, which I still love to play, but 

my main passion for music comes from singing. Throughout my life, I have been a member 

of a number of music and operatic groups and have had the opportunity to perform in a 

wide variety of places from school halls to the Sunderland Empire and Durham Cathedral.  

 

As music co-ordinator, it is my vision that all children in our school have the opportunity to 

become real musicians. Hence, pupils participate in a wide range of activities to develop 

their talents and skills in all aspects of music including rhythm work, instrumental skills, 

composition, singing, opportunities to perform and appreciation of live and recorded music. 

When the children are ready, they learn musical notation and children are taught correct 

musical terminology e.g. rhythm, melody, pitch, dynamics. It is my aspiration that all 

children will be able to read and understand music notation by the time they leave West 

Rainton Primary School. 

 

 

Julia Struthers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction   

There are four main purposes to this policy:   

 It establishes an entitlement for all pupils   

 It establishes expectations for the standards to be achieved   

 It builds on what pupils have learned previously and promotes continuity and coherence 

across the school    

It states the school’s approaches to this subject in order to promote public, and particularly 

parents’ and carers’, understanding of the curriculum   

 

The importance of music in the curriculum. 

Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a 

vehicle for personal expression and can also play an important part in helping children to 

feel part of a community. At West Rainton Primary School, we provide opportunities for all 

children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop skills and appreciate a wide 

variety of musical forms. We embrace the National Curriculum purpose of study which 

states: 

 “Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high 

quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and 

their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 

achievement. As pupil’s progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, 

allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical 

canon.”                                                                                                       National Curriculum 2014 

 

The aims and objectives of teaching music at West Rainton Primary School are to 

♫ To encourage our children’s understanding and enjoyment of music through an active 

involvement in listening, composing and performing.  

♫ To provide the opportunity for children to develop their individual skills, sharing 

experience and cooperating with others. 

♫ To help children to develop an awareness of musical traditions and developments from a 

variety of cultures. 

 

Expectations  

By the end of each year group, pupils are expected to achieve the expected level of 

development in their year group objectives. They may be working towards this, in an 

emerging or developing way, or achieving beyond expectations in terms of working at a 



greater depth in the subject. It is government expectation that most pupils achieve 

expected level.   

 

Entitlement and curriculum provision 

Teaching and Learning Music at West Rainton Primary School 

At West Rainton Primary School, we aim to make music an enjoyable learning experience. 

We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we 

endeavour to build up the confidence of all children. Children are given the opportunity to 

discover, explore and develop technical skills through practical music lessons. 

Music lessons are timetabled for each class on a weekly basis. This involves both whole class 

and small group activities.  

We aim to meet as far as possible the requirements of the National Curriculum. Pupils’ 

understanding of music will be developed through activities which bring together the 

requirements of performing, composing, listening and appraising.  

Children are taught to make music together, to understand musical notation, and to 

compose pieces. They are also taught to sing and play in time, controlling the sound and 

pace. They are taught different ways to represent sounds graphically and symbolically.  

One of the main methods employed to help children to access and engage with music in 

school is singing. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing 

expressively, in tune and with other people. This is achieved through whole school weekly 

singing assemblies and key stage performances. Through singing songs, children learn about 

the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen to and appreciate different 

forms of music from various backgrounds and cultures. Assembly songs are also linked to 

various annual celebrations and festivals such as Harvest, Christmas, Chinese New Year and 

Easter.  

As children get older, they are expected to maintain their concentration for longer, and to 

listen to more extended pieces of music. Children will be enabled to develop descriptive 

skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions.  

Children are also taught how to use technology as a tool for creating, manipulating and 

storing sounds e.g. using the Garageband App on iPads.  

To aid the teaching and learning of music at West Rainton Primary the following musical 

resources are available:  

♫ Interactive whiteboards and computers. 

♫  Keyboards  

♫ Recorders 

♫  Garageband App 



♫ Tuned and untuned percussion instruments  

 ♫ A range of musical resources on CD/iTunes which includes classical, popular and cultural 

music  

In Year 2, children are provided with the opportunity to participate in a whole class 

instrumental teaching scheme which is provided by Durham Music Services. The lessons 

take place once per week for a term and last an average of 45 minutes. These lessons help 

the children to further develop their skills in making music together and understanding 

pulse and rhythm.  

In Key stage 2 children are given the opportunity to learn the recorder. The lessons take 

place once per week for a term. These lessons help the children to further develop their 

skills in making music together and understanding musical notation. 

 

Pupils with Special Needs 

Pupils with diverse learning needs are provided for through: 

• Teachers planning for the pupils full participation. 

• Setting high expectations. 

• Creating effective learning environments. 

• Providing equality of opportunity through teaching approaches. 

• Setting learning targets. 

• Liaison with SENCO and the development and delivery of appropriate SEN support 

plans. 

• Allowing pupils access to specialist equipment and approaches where necessary. 

• More able pupils are planned for appropriately. 

• Continuous consultation with the involvement of parents. 

 

Inclusion 

The school aims to provide work that is stimulating, challenging and inclusive for all children 

so as to enable them to take an active part in each lesson and help them to reach their full 

potential. Children should be allowed to develop skills and knowledge in relation to their 

ability and educational needs. 

 

Equal opportunities 

The teaching of music in our school takes consideration of our equal opportunities policy 

and inclusion. We recognise children as individuals and base our teaching upon our 

knowledge of their specific needs. A range of teaching methods and resources allow 

children with a wide range of abilities to achieve their potential.  



 

Curriculum and Planning 

At West Rainton Primary School we use the Durham Music Service primary music curriculum 

and progress map as the basis of our curriculum planning in Key stage 1 and 2. In addition to 

DMS primary music curriculum and progress map, teachers also have access to other 

resources including BBC Ten Pieces, Classical 100, Music Express and Durham Music 

Resources. 

 

Foundation Stage 

Music is incorporated into Expressive Art and Design. The Early Learning Goal states that 

children should sing songs, make music and dance and experiment with ways of changing 

them. They should safely explore materials and tools and techniques. We ensure that our 

children recognise and explore how sounds can be changed, sing simple songs from 

memory, recognise repeated sounds and sound patterns and match movements to music. 

Teachers use the Music Express scheme to support their teaching of music in Reception. In 

Nursery and Reception musical learning is taught through planned, purposeful play and 

through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. 

 

The contribution of music to other aspects of the curriculum 

English – Music encourages children to listen carefully for specific purposes and to articulate 

responses. Singing songs develops children’s language skills by focusing attention to rhythm, 

rhyme, diction and meaning. Music is also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. 

Through working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to 

communicate ideas effectively. 

Mathematics – By studying the structure of music, children are observing patterns and 

processes. Rhythm in music has a mathematical basis and counting and recording beats in a 

piece of music reveals mathematical structures.    

ICT – Older pupils can use programmes such as Garage Band to compose music and younger 

pupils can explore sounds and instruments and compose using Busy Things. 

PSHE and Citizenship – By making music in groups, children learn to work effectively with 

others and they learn the importance of good working relationships. Making and performing 

music builds self-confidence and can give all the opportunity to succeed. Working together 

on a performance can be one of the most memorable things a child does in his or her time 

at school. Also, music gives children a vehicle for exploring feelings in a unique and safe way.    

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development – Listening to, creating or performing 

music can sometimes be a moving or even spiritual experience. We encourage children to 



reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. 

Children at West Rainton Primary School have the opportunity to encounter and experience 

music from many cultures. By studying the music of other cultures, children can develop 

more positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies that may be very different to 

their own.   

MFL – One of the best ways to teach a foreign language is to learn songs in the language, as 

children remember vocabulary more readily when they have learned a song using that 

vocabulary. 

 

Learning Resources 

Learning resources for music are kept centrally in the cupboard near the staff room. A CD 

player is located in the main hall. Keyboards are kept in the library. Each class has its own 

iPad. In Key Stage 2, Children’s individual recorders should be kept in their trays. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

We assess children’s knowledge and understanding by questioning, listening and 

observation of performance in class as an on-going process. Evidence may be found in class 

books, displays and audio and video performances. Older and more able pupils are 

encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work.  

Three times a year, teachers make a summary judgement about the work of each pupil in 

relation to the National Curriculum of attainment. Information on a child’s progress in music 

will be communicated to parents in the written report once yearly. 

 

Health and Safety  

The health and safety of our pupils and Staff at West Rainton Primary School is of great 

importance. Therefore, the following guidelines will be followed in order to ensure our 

children’s safety:  

♫  Instruments will be checked regularly to ensure that they are in good repair and of good 

quality. All splintered or rusty instruments will be thrown away immediately. 

♫ Each child will be issued their own recorder to use for their time in KS2.  

♫ The school’s piano will only be moved by an adult member of staff.  

♫  At West Rainton Primary, we enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities 

involved in learning and sharing music. Where children are to participate in activities outside 

the classroom, for example external performances and attending musical events (e.g. at The 

Gala Theatre or Durham Cathedral), a risk assessment will be carried out prior to the 

activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 



 

Roles and responsibilities 

The music subject leader will: 

♫ Manage the implementation of the school policy, updating the policy and curriculum map  

on a regular basis and in line with new initiatives. 

♫ Order, update and allocate resources. 

♫ Take an overview of the whole school planning to ensure that there is continuity between 

year groups and that progression is taking place. 

♫ Take responsibility for monitoring the standards of children’s work and the quality of 

music teaching in school.  

♫ Support staff where needed in their teaching and provide appropriate staff development 

training where necessary. The music subject leader will also keep staff up-dated with 

examples of musical activities and useful teaching resources.  

♫ Support staff in developing pupils’ capability. 

♫ Attend appropriate courses. 

 

How the subject is monitored and evaluated  

All teachers are responsible for monitoring standards using the assessment procedures 

described in this policy. This is overseen by the music co-ordinator termly. The music co-

ordinator is also responsible for the production and implementation of the action plan. 

 

Covid guidance for teaching music in school 

♫ All pupils should still have access to a quality music education. 

♫ Playing instruments and singing in groups should take place outdoors wherever possible. 

♫ If indoors, use a room with as much space as possible, for example, larger rooms; rooms 

with high ceilings are expected to enable dilution of aerosol transmission. If playing indoors, 

limiting the numbers to account for ventilation of the space and the ability to social 

distance. No more than 15 pupils should be participating at any one time. 

♫ In the smaller groups where these activities can take place, there should be strict social 

distancing between each singer and/or player. 

♫ All shared music resources should be sanitised after each session. 



♫ All KS2 pupils should have their own recorder (which is stored in their tray) and only use 

this instrument. 

♫ When playing recorders, pupils should be positioned back-to-back or side-to-side when 

playing (rather than face-to-face) whenever possible. Position wind players so that the air 

from their instrument does not blow into another player. 

 

School closure 

During the school closure, as a result of Covid-19, our school remained open to the children 
of key workers and vulnerable pupils. For those children who did not attend school, staff 
planned and uploaded work onto ClassDojo to ensure children still had access to their music 
curriculum. At the end of the academic year, all teaching staff worked together to ensure 
that any objectives that were not covered in sufficient detail, would be picked up in the next 
academic year. Due to the cyclical nature of the music curriculum map, children will have 
the opportunity to revisit any of the building blocks and strands of learning in music they 
may have missed due to Covid this current academic year.  

 

Policy Review   

This policy will be reviewed every two years in line with the school’s policy review 

programme. The Headteacher is responsible for reporting to the Governors’ about the 

quality of its implementation and its impact on standards. In the light of this, policy 

amendments may be made.   

 


