
Christmas is usually a time in school of 

productions, parties and fairs where we 

gather together with our entire school 

community.  

This year, we’ve had to think around so 

many barriers to still come up with ways 

to make Christmas feel just as magical 

for the children. Our visit from Holly the 

reindeer was a very special treat.  

Our Nativity play was rehearsed and 

filmed in two separate bubbles with 

nursery and reception never seeing the 

full production until the movie premiere! 

All parents of the children involved have 

received a DVD copy of our performance 

to enjoy with family at home. The      

children still got the magical experience 

of learning the Nativity story and playing 

the well-loved characters. I’m sure 

they’ll be so proud to see your reactions 

when you watch the DVD.  

Christmas continues to spread magic 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Thursday 17th December 2020- 

Bubble Christmas Parties and break 

up for Christmas (children can wear 

party clothes today!) 

 

 Tuesday 5th January 2021-   

Return to school and nursery 

 

 Friday 12th February 2021– 

Break up for half-term 

 

 

 

We are continually assessing 

the national picture to amend 

our plans for the remainder of 

the academic year. We are 

hoping to have you sharing in 

school events again, as soon as 

it is safe to do so.  

 

 

 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

18th Dec 2020, 4th Jan 2021, 19th 

and 20th July 2021 

 

We also miss our traditional carols 

around the tree gathering which is often 

one of busiest but most treasured events 

of the calendar. This year, pupils filmed 

carols in bubbles around the tree with 

individual children reading the story. 

Again, we made a recording of this per-

formance and put it out to all families. 

The idea being, that at 9.15am on the 

17th December, homes all around West 

Rainton and beyond are all sitting down 

to watch the recording at the same time 

as the pupils in school.  

In replacement of our bustling Christmas 

fair, we held a grand raffle this year to 

raise vital funds for our PTA. We were 

overwhelmed by your support.  

On behalf of all the staff and pupils here 

at West Rainton, I’d like to say a 

heartfelt thank you for everything you’ve 

done for us this year. Wishing you all a 

peaceful and happy Christmas! 



Last year, all of our Key Stage 

2 pupils were trained as    

dementia friends to assist 

them in their understanding of 

the struggles that many of our 

older community members 

face.  

Disappointed that we can not 

yet meet up with our friends 

at Springfield Lodge , we were 

delighted to support them 

with elf-themed cards to raise 

money for Alzheimer's UK.  

The pupils enjoyed creating 

their festive cards and filled 

them with 

messages of 

love and hope 

for a happy 

Christmas and 

a brighter new 

year where we 

can resume 

our friendship.  

Christians, advent is one of 

the most important times 

of the year.  

We will repay his 

kindness by re-

cording some 

carols for him to 

place in the   vir-

tual Christmas 

services this year.  

To replace a walk along to 

St Mary’s Church to see 

how advent is marked, the 

pupils in Year 4 were sent 

video clips by Reverend 

Holden on a virtual tour of 

the building.  

He then joined the class via 

Zoom to answer their  

questions and teach them 

more about how, for   

Supporting Alzheimer's UK with elf day!  

A digital RE lesson for Year 4 

grandad of two of our pupils, 

we’ve transformed the shed 

into an accessible cupboard of 

resources.  

There are endless               

opportunities for challenge 

and fun with number, 

measures and shapes.  Our 

reception pupils just love their 

new equipment.  

Our next project will focus on 

creating a similar resource for 

reading and writing.  

Outdoor maths in reception 

In reception, our outdoor 

classroom is a major source of 

our learning and                  

development.  

Not only do our pupils play, 

have fun and express       

themselves in there, it is also 

where they discover new 

learning for themselves every 

day.  

We are constantly looking to 

update and review the       

outdoor experience and this 

term we’ve added a maths 

shed full of exciting resources.  

Helped by Mr Scott, a great-
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Rev Holden, our community 

priest, held a virtual advent 

Q&A with pupils 

Cards were made and 

sent to the residents of 

Springfield Lodge 

Our beautiful handmade toadstools 

help pupils with number recognition. 



As you saw in the last edition of our news-

letter, pupils in Y5/6 had been busy rehears-

ing a production of Romeo and Juliet for the 

Shakespeare Schools’ Festival.  

Not being able to perform live, we created a 

movie version of our production instead and 

the pupils loved having their own premiere 

before taking copies home to share with 

families.  

Despite the change to the 

usual setup, these pupils 

now have a good under-

standing of one Shake-

speare’s most famous plays 

and had a great deal of fun 

too!  

visit to West Rainton.  

Mrs Firth, who lead our 

application and visit on be-

half of the whole school 

community, was able to 

take the two assessors 

round school on video call. 

They still managed to chat 

to pupils, parents and     

governors about their views 

of our school too.  

Within the report, we were 

told “The school has       

inclusion at its heart.” that 

“interaction with the local 

Inclusion, equality and 

community are core values 

we hold in our school. 

From the moment they 

join us, even as young as 2 

years old, our pupils are 

nurtured to find their own 

voice and to use it for the 

good of themselves and 

those around them.  

It was incredibly pleasing 

that, for the second time, 

assessors of Inclusion 

Quality Mark were blown 

away by all that they saw 

on their full day virtual 

community is exceptional.” 

and that “there is a determi-

nation that everything will be 

done to ensure every child is 

both happy and succeeds to 

the best of their ability.” 

This national accreditation is a 

real accolade for the whole 

community and we are so 

proud to now call ourselves 

an Inclusion Quality Mark 

Centre of Excellence!  

One Night of Shakespeare 

We are so proud of our inclusive school!  
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Our Y5/6 pupils enjoyed 

filming their production of 

Romeo and Juliet. 

Our IQM plaque will be   

renewed in the coming 

weeks 

Don’t forget to send 

in your empty crisp 

packets and used 

batteries for our 

recycling bins!  

Home-learning taken up another notch!  

We were really disappointed to have to 

close some of our bubbles in November due 

to an outbreak of coronavirus affecting a 

few of our staff members. Unfortunately, 

this has been the picture across most 

schools in the UK this term  which is why we 

are asked to have home-learning            

contingency planning in place during this 

crisis.  

During the lockdown from March to June, 

we know our provision was above and   

beyond the national offer yet we still 

pushed for more in the event of short-term 

disruptions.  

Teachers were brilliant at leading lessons on 

Teams and pupils have become technology 

experts in the world of online meetings.  

We were so pleased to be able to loan out 

laptops and paper packs of work to allow all 

pupils to access their learning. The work 

returned to us was fantastic.  



We know that this takes a lot of trust from    

parents and we do not take that responsibility 

lightly.  We are continually advised by public 

health Durham as to the best course of action 

for the safety of our pupils and staff and remain 

open and honest with you throughout.  

If home-learning does have to take place, please 

ensure children are safely accessing their online 

sessions by supervising them regularly and   

adhering to any instructions form school.  

 

We started this together; we’ll end it the same 

way and the end is in sight.  

Whilst we’re all keeping everything crossed 

that we have minimal future disruptions to 

school going forward, we, unfortunately, 

cannot rule it out just yet.  

At the time of writing this, the         govern-

ment have just announced the vaccine 

rollout which is very positive news but will 

obviously take a while to impact.  

In the meantime, we will continue as we 

have done this term. If bubbles are re-

quired to isolate, we will return to online 

teaching and class dojo for our modes of 

communication. When the      isolation 

periods are over, it is important children 

return to attending school face-to-face.  

Contingency planning  

Nursery’s Christmas excitement 

There’s been a transfor-

mation down in nursery 

this term as the excite-

ment of Christmas begins 

to grow! 

An introduction of a new    

Nativity scene came just at 

the right time as children 

were rehearsing their own           

performance.  

The naughty elves have also 

been busy playing tricks and 

causing mischief which, of 

course, the nursery children 

loved!  

The children have been busy 

writing letters to Santa who we 

are hoping will come an do a 

visit outside the nursery      

window prior to the end 

of term! 

We are so pleased to 

have been able to keep 

the carefree and magical 

feel of Christmas for our 

little ones in this tricky 

time.  

Merry Christmas from 

everyone at Nursery!  

Nursery love their 

new Nativity set 

which helps them to  

retell the story. 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Spring term learning begins 

 See how future plans for 2021 are shaping up 

 Find out what nursery are up to in springtime 
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you regu-

larly check that the information we 

hold on you and your children is up 

to date.  

We send out annual data collection 

sheets for basic details but we under-

stand things may change in    be-

tween.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 

numbers, relative lists, medical infor-

mation and people who are able to 

collect your child must be given to us 

at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 

child to have   photos/videos taken 

have changed, it is important to let 

us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 

data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 

our privacy           statements for 


