Working Together for Success

Welcome to our happy school...

Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome to West Rainton Primary School. We will be proud to show
you around our school and introduce you to our wonderful pupils and
staff. Your child is about to embark on the exciting journey of
primary education and we’re honoured and delighted that you’ve
placed that responsibility in our hands.
As well as teaching pupils about how they learn, and giving them the
essential tools for learning, primary education in West Rainton is
about the joy of discovery, solving problems, being creative,
challenging limits, experiencing something new and enjoying every
single day. Most importantly it is about developing self-confidence to
become risk-taking learners and young people who are resilient and
self-aware.
Our school mission is ‘to work together for success’. We will work
hard to help your child achieve high standards of work and behaviour
as a valued member of our happy school community. Education is a
partnership which involves you and the school working together. We
strongly believe that your involvement and support, in getting your
child to school on time and on every available day, working with your
child with homework and reading, and taking an active part in the
life of our school will make a huge difference to your child.
Our children will be delighted to talk to you about what it is like to
be a pupil in our school.
If you would like any further information about any aspects of school
life, how you can support your child’s learning or simply have lots of
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. My door is always
open and I am here for you and your child.
Mrs Alison McDonough
Headteacher

Ethos, Beliefs and Aims

We believe that successful learning depends on:
 How we feel about what we are doing (motivation, selfconfidence)
 The opportunities we have (quality of teaching and learning
experiences provided)
 Having the right attitude to learning, skills to be able to
learn and access to knowledge.
We aim to:
 Create a safe, welcoming calm environment in which we
can all learn.
 Meet the needs of all individuals and enable them to
achieve their full potential.
 Challenge everyone to be the best they can be by
overcoming barriers to learning.
 Provide a variety of creative and exciting learning
opportunities.
 Encourage independence, motivation and an eagerness to
learn.
 Involve everyone in making a positive contribution to the
village we work in.
 Inspire our school community to become caring, respectful
and sensitive global citizens in our diverse world.
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‘It takes a whole village to educate a child’- African proverb

Welcome to our happy school...

West Rainton Primary School Governors
Chair of Governors: Rev. Michael Beck
The governing body of the school commit their time voluntarily
to offer both support and challenge to the headteacher in the
effective running of the school and the continuous drive to
always aim higher.
 As a governing body we are proud to be an integral
part of shaping the lives and futures of the pupils of
West Rainton Primary School.
 We know we provide a safe, happy and welcoming
school where everyone is listened to and respected.
 We are committed to delivering the best possible
learning experiences alongside character building
opportunities that shape children’s moral, social and
cultural development.
 We constantly strive to be the hub of our local
community and an integral part of our society, making
links and joining groups to work together for success.

School Council
In our school we strongly believe that all children should
have a voice. Our school council makes sure that everyone’s
voice can be heard. School council have a role in making
decisions from appointing new staff to purchasing playtime
equipment.
The aims of our school council are:
 To listen to, and take on board, the views of all learners
in our school.
 To work alongside the adults to improve our school.
 To make our school a happy and successful place to work
and play.

Reception admissions
To ensure that parents receive the offer of one, and only one, school
place parents must complete an application form, known as the
Admission to Primary School Application Form and return it to the
School Admission Section at County Hall. These forms are available
online on the county council website or from the School Office. Any
child attending West Rainton nursery, or an alternative nursery setting
should automatically receive a form at the correct time of year.
Primary Schools no longer offer school places during the normal
admission round. All offers of school places in County Durham will be
made by the Local Authority including offers made on behalf of aided
schools.
Joining the school later on
Sometimes children join the school when the term has started or later
on in their school life. We make every effort to ensure they are
welcomed, looked after and monitored so they quickly make friends
and can find their way around school. Teachers give children time to
settle in before making assessments of their academic abilities. This
assessment, together with records from the previous school, will enable
your child to have the best possible start.
Moving on- transfer to secondary school
At the end of their primary school career, children transfer to a
secondary school. There will be opportunities to discuss your child’s
transition, both with us and their new school, as they approach the
end of primary school. We will be here to support yourselves as
parents, and your children through this process; we make it very clear
to our leavers each year that moving on does not mean we aren’t still
here for them! As a large proportion of our pupils move on to Belmont
Community School, we work with their staff throughout Year 5 and 6
to give children fantastic opportunities to learn from the secondary
departments and resources, but also to ease their transition as they
move on from us.
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Admissions
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The school day
Our doors open from 8.40am and our school day officially starts at
8.55am. In every classroom there is a morning task to get children
settled and ready for the day ahead. The session timings are slightly
different for different age groups.
Full details are listed below:
Reception and Key Stage 1 classes:
Session 1

8.55am

-

10.30am

Break

10.30am

-

10.50am

Session 2

10.50 am

-

12 noon

Lunch

12noon

-

1.00pm

Session 3

1.00pm

-

2.00pm

Break

2.00pm

-

2.10pm

Session 4

2.10pm

-

3.00pm
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Location
West Rainton Primary School is a community primary school in a
small village, 4 miles east of Durham City. It was opened in 1927
and has been serving the families of West Rainton and surrounding
areas since that time.
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Key Stage 2 classes:
Session 1

8.55am

-

10.30am

Break

10.30am

-

10.50am

Session 2

10.50am

Lunch

12.15pm

-

1.00pm

Session 3

1.00pm

-

2.00pm

Session 4

2.00pm

-

3.00pm

-

12.15pm

Lunch times
As parents/carers you have the option of choosing between a
school lunch and a healthy packed lunch for your child. (If
choosing packed lunch please refer to our healthy packed
lunch guidance leaflet). Our school lunches are based on a
pre-selected system in which children choose main dishes in
advance and are allocated a coloured band each lunchtime.
This ensures your child is always being served something they
will like to eat.
A very experienced team of lunchtime supervisors care for our
children. We aim to make lunchtime an opportunity for
children to enjoy the social side of school and make
relationships with their peers in other classes.
Currently all pupils in Reception and Key Stage One are
eligible for free school lunches through the government
‘Universal Free School Meals’ agenda. If you think you are
eligible for free school meals however, it is vital that you
inform school as it means a lot more than a free school lunch.
Additional funding called the Pupil Premium is allocated to
school in order to enhance our education provision for your
child.

Our tea club runs from 3.00pm until 6.00pm and children have a
cooked meal before doing activities such as homework, crafts, sports
or using the computers.
After-school clubs
Our after school clubs run from 3pm until 4pm and are available
Tuesday to Friday. The range of clubs varies in response to the
children’s interests but usually include: cookery, sports, football, art
& craft, boxing, netball, computing, cheerleading, performing arts,
dance and cross-stitch. We have an exclusive club just for our
Reception pupils called ‘Mini-Makers’, which gives our youngest
pupils a chance to try a range of activities for later on in their
school life. All clubs are run by our school staff and are a fun
opportunity to try something new, improve in a chosen talent, or
work with children of other age groups. Please ask our Office
Manager for details of current clubs and availability.
Being Healthy
As part of our Healthy School’s policy, pupils in Reception and Key
Stage One currently receive free fruit each day as part of the ‘fruit
for schools’ government initiative. You have the option of sending in
fruit for Key Stage Two children to have at morning break. You also
have the option to buy milk for your child from the ‘cool milk’
company. Please see the Office Manager for details.
Tuck Shop
Our Year 6 pupils run a healthy tuck shop every Thursday morning
break where children can buy a range of healthy snacks like raisins,
yoghurts, popcorn, mini cheeses, fruit juice, milkshakes and cereal
bars. You will receive regular updates on choice of snacks and prices.
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Breakfast and tea clubs
At West Rainton Primary we understand the need for working
parents to access wraparound care that is both an affordable and
reliable choice for your child. We have a breakfast club that runs
from 8.00am and offers children a range of delicious breakfast items
in preparation for the school day ahead.
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Absence

If your child is absent through illness or an unavoidable cause,
please inform the school by telephone in the first instance. This
absence would then be registered as an authorised absence. If
medical appointments are required or attended then bringing in the
appointment card to add to our records will help to substantiate
the necessity for the absence. Non-emergency medical
appointments should be arranged outside of school hours. In the
rare cases that this is not possible however, please note that
children will only be granted a half day authorised absence; it is
not necessary for children to have the entire day off for most
cases.
As a school we are continuously striving to aim for high
attendance rates as we know how significant a factor this is in
your child’s success. We have many different methods to both
reward high attendance and swiftly move to challenge low
attendance. Please note: less than 95% is considered to be low
attendance against national figures. To achieve 95%+ attendance
your child can have no more than 9 days off in an academic year
(195 completed days).
The school strongly urges parents not to book holidays during
term-time. This could lead to attendance improvement procedures
having to be carried out, and ultimately a fixed penalty notice.
The school must collect and report details of absence by law. It is
the right of the school and the Local Authority to initiate fixed
penalty notices for absences for any reason other than an
exceptional circumstance.

Returning to school after illness
Children returning to school after illness should be clearly fit
to do so and free from infection. In the case of stomach bugs
our local authority guidance requires children to be absent for
24 hours after their symptoms cease. Children should be fit to
participate in all school activities including outdoor games and
playtimes. Care plans are put in place where medical needs
impact upon a child’s full participation in school.

Our pupils wear:
 Emerald green school sweatshirts (available in
round or V-neck styles) or cardigans.
 A white polo shirt
 Black or grey trousers or skirts
In summer months we are happy for school shorts in black or
grey and school dresses in green or yellow to be worn.
Our full range of uniform is excellent value for money and is
available from Tesco online uniform ordering service at
www.tesco.com/ues
Alternatively we do have a limited number of uniform items
available to buy from school.
For health and safety reasons we ask that children wear black,
sensible, flat shoes for school. Trainers and boots are not
suitable for wearing in school although trainers can be
changed into for break times. Wellies can be worn in wet or
snowy weather but we encourage children to have their school
shoes to change into in order to keep the floors and carpets
dry.
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School uniform
In our school, we believe that wearing school uniform gives
our children a sense of belonging. It means they are suitably
dressed for the working day and a smart appearance helps to
maintain high esteem and a sense of pride in the school
community.
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Jewellery
Children are allowed to wear a watch to encourage them to
learn to read the time. They are not allowed to wear any other
forms of jewellery. Please ensure children do not get ears pierced
other than in the summer holiday as this makes activities such as
PE and playtimes a risk to the safety of your child.
Hairstyles
Please ensure children do not have extreme hairstyles during
term time. This includes extreme cuts like Mohicans or Mohawks,
no colours and no lines or patterns shaved into hair. We also ask
that any hair of shoulder length be tied up neatly in plaits or a
ponytail.

PE Kit
We are incredibly proud to foster a competitive team spirit in
school, particularly in sport. Healthy competition encourages
children to be at their best in everything they do, while also
teaching them how to handle setbacks. It is for this reason that
children are allocated houses in our school. Children need to
have a PE kit in school at all times.
They need:
 Black shorts
 A coloured t-shirt that matches their house (see below)
 Trainers or gym shoes
Houses are:

Hallgarth (yellow)
Kepier (blue) and

Finchale (red)
Moorhouse (green)

Your child will be allocated a house on joining our school which
they will remain in for the duration of their time with us. T-shirts
of the house colour, embroidered with the house name and
school badge are available from our school office.
Please ensure trainers are not ones that you would want to be
brought home each night. PE kit must stay in school until
weekends. PE kits must be kept in PE bags which are also
available from the school office.

Contact names and telephone numbers
All parents will be asked to give their daytime contact
numbers and the names and details of other people who can
take responsibility for your child in an emergency. Only these
people will be contacted. We ask that you keep us up to date
with any change of address or telephone numbers.
First aid
Basic first aid is given in school when necessary. If an accident
needs hospital attention you will be contacted immediately.
There are many trained first-aiders in school. If your child has
had any form of first aid, it will be recorded in our accident
book and they will often have a sticker or note to let you
know. We may, on occasion, inform you by telephone,
particularly for bumped heads.
Medication
If your child requires medication during the school day you
must complete a medication form available at the office. We
are not permitted to administer any medication that is not
prescribed by a doctor. If your children requires medication on
a long-term basis, or has a health need, we will work with you
to create an individual healthcare plan.
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Personal belongings
Naming all items of clothing reduces the risk of anything
becoming lost. Please name all items of children’s clothing. We
do keep lost property for a reasonable amount of time, but it
is extremely difficult to identify items that are not labelled. If
your child has lost something please let their class teacher
know as early as possible. At the end of each year any
unclaimed property is given to charity. School book bags are
available from the Tesco uniform ordering site or at the school
office.
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Health and Safety
Please do not bring cars onto the school site. There are
markings outside the school where you must not park. Please
consider the safety of all of our pupils when bringing your car
close to the school site. Children are encouraged to find
healthier alternative ways to get to school and we have a
large cycle shelter for bikes to be stored in during the school
day. Children can also work towards achieving their walk to
school badge each month through the ‘Living Streets’ initiative
in school.
Regular medical checks such as height and weight, and audiovisual tests are made throughout primary school by staff from
the Durham Health Authority. Parents can also get advice
from the school nurse who can be contacted through the
school.
We also have a Parent Support Advisor who is another
friendly face to have a chat with and an additional avenue for
advice.
Child protection
The Children’s Acts of 1998, 2004 and 2008 require the
safety and welfare of each child to be of paramount
importance; it overrides all other considerations. All schools
are legally required to follow the procedures of their Local
Area Child Protection Committee. The school is responsible for
the welfare of all children and is required to refer cases to
investigative authorities. The Headteacher is the Designated
Safeguarding Officer for the school. The link Governor with
responsibility for safeguarding is Rev. Michael Beck. In cases
where school staff have safeguarding concerns about a child,
staff will follow the County Council Protection Procedures and
inform Social Services of their concern. Our safeguarding
policy is available in school, and on our website, for anyone to
read.

Complaints
We will always strive to solve any complaints that you may
have. In the event of a complaint arising about the school or a
member of staff, please contact the Headteacher either
personally or in writing. Your views are extremely important to
us. If, for any reason, the Headteacher is unable to resolve the
matter, our Chair of Governors can be contacted through the
school or through School and Governor Support Service at
County Hall in Durham, Tel: 03000 265704.
Texting service
We have a school to parent texting service to keep you up to
date with everything you need to know in school. It is great
for reminders for events or trips, and gives up to date
information for important news such as school closures. Please
ensure we have a current contact number at all times.
School Website
Our school website is a great way to keep up to date with all
of the exciting things that are going on. The website features a
page for each class, photo galleries of special events, and a
handy calendar of dates for your diary. Please visit the
website soon and let us know what you think.

westrainton.itss-durham.org.uk
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Emergency closures
We will notify you in advance by letter of any emergency
closures that can be foreseen, for example emergency building
work. In the case of other emergencies, such as severe
weather, we will endeavour to inform you at the earliest
possible opportunity. School closures are never taken lightly
and it would need to be a situation that risked the safety of
pupils or staff which, thankfully, is rare. We notify local radio
stations and post on our school website when any closure is
taking place.
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Foundation Stage- Learning for children aged 3-5
Early years learning concentrates on 7 areas split between
prime and specific areas of learning.
The prime areas of learning are:



The specific areas of learning are:





literacy
mathematics
understanding the world
expressive arts and design

Teaching is often done through play, where the child learns
about subjects and other people through games, role play,
physical play and crafts.
Communication and language
Communication and language development involves giving
young children opportunities to experience a rich language
environment; to develop their confidence and skills in
expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of
situations
Physical development
Physical development involves providing opportunities for
young children to be active and interactive; and to develop
their co-ordination, control and movement. Children must also
be helped to understand the importance of physical activity
and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
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communication and language
physical development
personal, social and emotional development
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Personal, social and emotional development
Personal, social and emotional development involves helping
children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to
form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to
develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to
understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have
confidence in their own abilities.
There are four specific areas through which the three prime
areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:
Literacy
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link
sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. At West
Rainton Primary School we use the Read, Write Inc programme
of phonics acquisition. Children will be given access to a wide
range of reading materials to ignite their interest.
Mathematics
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to
develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and
using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction
problems and to describe shapes, space and measures.
Understanding the world
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense
of their physical world and their community through
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people,
places, technology and the environment.
Expressive arts and design
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore
and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as
providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art,
music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

Nature and Scope of the Curriculum
Our school’s curriculum will offer a broad, balanced, relevant
and differentiated education for all of our pupils providing
progression and continuity. Above all, it is an opportunity for
all children to fulfil their potential through exciting, creative
and memorable learning experiences.
Learning styles
We believe that the wide range of skills which pupils must
acquire, needs to be reflected in an equally wide variety of
approaches to teaching. If the whole curriculum is to have
meaning, it must be delivered through a wide range of
teaching methods, formal and informal, class and group,
didactic and practical. Equally important is the way in which
the school is managed and the excellent relationships our staff
have with pupils. These can influence the way in which
children learn, and we ensure that they are supporting the
achievement of the school’s goals. The process of evaluation
and assessment is continuous, and is inseparable from the
teaching and learning process.
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What can I do to help my child?
You are probably doing it already! Finding out what they have
done in school, discovering what they like and don’t like,
encouraging them to ask questions, listen to others and try out
new skills all help to support their learning process.
Encouraging your child to improve their self-help skills like
dressing, eating and cleaning will all help to make your child
more independent. Reading your child stories and teaching
them nursery rhymes is also helpful, and will allow you to see
how quickly they are progressing. You will also be invited to
workshops on Read Write Inc to understand how you can help
your child with their very early reading skills.
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Learning how to learn
The curriculum is not simply the formal programme of lessons,
the extra dimensions of the learning of values and the
development of attitudes through the relationships experienced
in the wider life of the school have a powerful influence upon
a child’s education. We believe that for us to be successful, we
need to teach children how they learn best. In this way we will
create lifelong learners who are willing to take risks and
investigate outside of their learning comfort zone. It is one of
our key aims to ensure our pupils are fully equipped with skills
for life, teamed with high self esteem to realise future
aspirations.
The National Curriculum in England
The National Curriculum in England, in place from September
2014, is made up of eleven subjects.
The core subjects are: English, Mathematics and Science.
The Foundation subjects are: Art and design, Computing,
Design and technology, Foreign language, Geography, History,
Music and Physical education.
In addition, the school provides Religious Education and
regular acts of collective worship. Children’s social, moral,
spiritual and cultural development underpins everything we do.
Curriculum structure
Our curriculum is delivered within the school’s curriculum
entitlement. The overview encompasses all the requirements of
the National Curriculum and is arranged in termly and halftermly blocks. This arrangement ensures steady progression
and continuity throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage,
Key Stages 1 and 2.

We also plan and deliver whole school units of work which
provide children of different ages with an exciting, common
learning focus.
Core subjects (Key Stages 1 and 2)

Mathematics
Mathematics is essential for everyday life. It is necessary for
financial literacy and most forms of employment. Therefore it
is vitally important to us that children are given the
opportunities to acquire a foundation of basic skills and an
appreciation of the subject. They will become fluent in the
fundamentals of mathematics, they will be able to reason
mathematically following a line of enquiry, and they will be
able to solve problems by applying their learning to a variety
of real-life situations.
Science
Science is a subject that naturally ignites curiosity and
excitement, and it is through this that we teach the key
concepts of biology, chemistry and physics. Children will learn
about scientific processes and methods while acquiring
scientific knowledge. They will learn how to use equipment
safely and will look at the uses and implication of science,
today and for the future.
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English
The subject of English encompasses the spoken word, reading,
writing including specific programmes of study in spelling,
punctuation and grammar. It enables children to express
themselves effectively in a range of forums. They learn to
become enthusiastic and competent readers habitually reading
for pleasure and information. Children are encouraged to write
as individuals, for a range of purposes and audiences. They
will acquire a rich and wide vocabulary and an understanding
of grammar conventions for written and spoken language.
Creativity to inspire writing is a key focus in our school;
environments are created through interactive displays which
transport children to imaginary, magical worlds.
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Art and Design
Children’s creativity will be encouraged and developed through
the teaching of art techniques using a range of media
including drawing, painting and sculpture whilst also looking
at the works of the world’s most influential artists, architects
and designers. They will also be encouraged to keep a
sketchbook of ideas and to use it to review and revisit ideas.
Computing
In our ever-advancing technological world it is important that
children are fully equipped to use computational thinking and
creativity. Children will be taught the principals of information
and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put
this knowledge to use through programming.
Design and technology
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, children
will be taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed
to engage in the process of designing and making. They will
generate ideas, plans, prototypes, including using ICT and will
select from a range of tools to perform practical tasks. They
will learn about structures and how to make them more stable
and explore and use mechanisms such as levers, axles and
sliders. They will also cover units of work on cooking and
nutrition.
Geography
High quality geography provision will inspire pupils to have a
natural curiosity about the world and its people that will
remain with them for the rest of their lives. Children will be
taught location knowledge such as continents, oceans,
countries and capitals. They will compare contrasting places in
the world through detailed research. Human and physical
geography aspects such as weather, erosion, rivers, mountains
and population will add to children’s understanding of their
world. Access to maps and compasses, including digital
satellite mapping of our planet will form the basis of primary
fieldwork.

Foreign Language
Children in Key stage 2 will have the opportunity to make substantial
progress in one language. They will learn how to speak and write in a
foreign language through engaging subject matter and a range of
opportunities to listen and respond to the patterns and sounds of
language. They will develop accurate intonation and pronunciation so
that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar
words and phrases.
Music
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms
of creativity. Children will be taught how to use their voices
expressively through singing and chanting; they will learn to perform
solo and ensemble pieces using their voices or a range of tuned and
untuned instruments. They will learn to write simple compositions and
understand notation. All the while they will be listening to, and talking
with appreciation about, a range of live and recorded music from
different traditions and great composers.
Physical education
Pupils will be taught fundamental basic skills of running, jumping,
throwing and catching and be able to incorporate these skills into a
range of games as well as applying the basic principles of attacking
and defending. They will develop flexibility, balance, control and
strength in gymnastics units, and enhance their performance skills in
dance. They will also have the opportunity to try outdoor and
adventurous activity as well as gaining a competent level of swimming
ability using a range of strokes.
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History
Through this subject, children will gain a coherent understanding of
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Children will be equipped to
ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. Coverage includes
learning about key events such as The Great fire of London, the first
aeroplane flight, and figures such as Florence Nightingale, Neil
Armstrong and Nelson Mandela. Throughout their primary years they
will build up a detailed timeline of civilisations and periods of time that
shaped history such as Ancient Rome, Vikings and Anglo-Saxons.

Learning for life...

Religious Education (RE)
RE is provided in the school in line with the Durham agreed
syllabus. To be able to understand their own beliefs and
values, children need to learn about and respond to the beliefs
and values of others. In RE children learn about the main
religions in this country, particularly Christianity, Islam,
Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism. Teachers aim to
help children respect the beliefs and practices of others as well
as discover about their own. The children also attend
assemblies that include acts of Christian worship. You are
reminded of your right to withdraw your child from the
corporate act of worship and Religious Education lessons.
Please see the Headteacher for details of provision for pupils
who are withdrawn.

Homework
We believe that all children should develop skills as
independent learners. We believe that organised homework
can play a vital role in raising standards of achievement. It is
important that the homework set supports and complements
the work they do in school. All our children take home reading
books daily, which gives you an opportunity to listen to your
child read. Each child has a reading record book which we
encourage parents to make comments in to maintain contact
between home and school. All our children take home spellings
on a weekly basis. Please encourage your child to learn any
spellings set. Mathematics homework is set in the form of
investigations or consolidation of class work. English
homework will give children the opportunity to independently
practise grammar and punctuation topics that they have
covered recently in class.
Your child will be issued with a homework book and timetable
at the beginning of the academic year.

Pupils with Special Educational Needs
Pupils with Special Educational Needs are helped within the
everyday classroom environment through quality first teaching or by
being withdrawn to work in small teaching groups with school
funded Learning Support Assistants. Advice and Support are
provided from Support Centres, advisory teachers and other
agencies where appropriate.

The policy for Special Educational Needs is available to look at if
you would like more information. Our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo), Mrs Susan Firth, will be happy to talk with you
about any questions or general queries related to Special
Educational Needs.

More Able and Talented pupils
It is important to understand what we mean by more able and
talented pupils. More able pupils can be defined as pupils who
demonstrate a significantly higher level of ability than most pupils of
the same age in one or more curriculum areas.
More able and talented children are identified through teacher
assessment and judgements based on a variety of assessment. At all
times the needs of the children, whatever their ability, are catered
for through skilful differentiation and the nature of the tasks
provided. This allows those individuals to demonstrate their skills by
working at a greater depth for the age related expectations.
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Pupils with an Educational Healthcare Plan are supported by
dedicated Learning Support Assistants.

Making Choices…

What are the school rules?
 Follow instructions first time
 Respect yourself and others
 No teasing or swearing
 Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself
 Take responsibility for our school
 Work hard, quietly and sensibly
And
 Be simply the best!
What if the rules are broken?
If your child chooses not to follow our school rules we will:
1. Give a verbal warning
2. Make a written record of warning
3. Give time out in the classroom
4. Refer to senior management to discuss choices made
We will of course discuss any persistent problem with you.
Because our rules are consistent throughout all classes, and all
staff members will challenge the same behaviour, our children
are very aware that their behaviour is a choice and that wrong
choices result in consistent consequences.
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Working Together
We believe that a partnership with our whole community is key
to promoting high standards of behaviour. At West Rainton
Primary School we aim to provide a safe and happy school
where we work together to achieve success. We are very clear
about expected behaviour in school, and our pupils are
rewarded consistently for demonstrating appropriate behaviour
choices.
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Celebrating success
On entry into our school children are randomly sorted into
houses of Finchale (red), Hallgarth (yellow), Moorhouse (green)
and Kepier (blue). As well as competing in sport tournaments
throughout the year including Sport’s Day, children can earn
points for their houses for academic and social achievement
every single day. Each week house captains in Year 6 collect
totals from each class and the house of the week is announced
in our celebration assembly on Friday afternoons.
A wall of fame displays exemplary work in the headteacher’s
office. Children are asked for copies of their outstanding pieces
of work and are proud to see their work reach this wall of fame
status.
We also have a postcard system in school to inform parents
and carers of outstanding effort or achievement in any area.
Around ten children are nominated each week by all staff
members, and postcards arrive through the letterbox as a very
exciting surprise!
In addition to this teachers, teaching assistants and senior
management award certificates each week in our celebration
assembly for outstanding achievement. We also reward reading
and attendance with trophies for the classes with the highest
percentages.
All children celebrate their birthdays in school with a special
birthday certificate and song from the whole school in
assembly.
End of year celebrations include rewards for highest attendance
and a special evening ceremony of trophies and accolades for
our Year 6 leavers.

Attendance

Please be aware that:
 Being late is really disruptive for both your child and the
other children in the class. The doors are open from
8.40am but school officially begins at 8.55am promptly.
 Being just 5 minutes late per day is equal to 3 days off a
year!
 The only reasons for keeping your child at home should be
because of infectious illness, medical appointments (half
day) or exceptional family circumstances.
 Research suggests that when attendance falls below 90%
it equates to a significant reduction in children’s
achievement.
 Each week, we monitor children’s attendance figures and
they are shared with school governors at termly meetings.
 It is considered unusual for a child’s attendance to fall
below 95% and there are clear procedures we must follow
if that figure is reached to avoid persistent absenteeism.
 The Department for Education makes it clear that holidays
taken during term time are not exceptional circumstances
for absence and could result in a fixed penalty notice.
 EVERY DAY COUNTS!!!

Making Choices...

It is vital that we work together to make sure that regular
attendance and getting to school on time is a priority for every
child. Attendance at school is crucial to your child’s education
and development. Please make sure that if your child is absent
from school, you contact us to let us know the reason. If you do
not telephone school to inform us that your child is absent, the
office manager will ring you for further information.

West Rainton Primary School
West Rainton
Houghton-Le-Spring
DH4 6RN
0191 5843805
email: westrainton@durhamlearning.net
website: westrainton.itss-durham.org.uk

