
We just love Easter time in school! Not 

only is it the first sign of spring sunshine, 

it’s also a lot of fun!  

Our annual Easter fair always brings 

about lots of creativity and this year will 

be no exception as we judge bonnets 

and decorated eggs across 

nursery and school.  

Within RE lessons, children 

have been learning all about 

the Christian celebrations of 

Holy Week and the bible sto-

ries that have led to our cul-

tural traditions.  

 

 

Happy Easter everyone!  

West Rainton Primary School Newsletter 

West Rainton 

Primary Voice 
April 2019 West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 43 

Dates for your diary: 

 

 Thursday 4th April 2019– 

Easter Fair 3:05pm 

 

 Friday 5th April 2019– break 

up for Easter  

 

 Tuesday 23rd April 2019– 

return to school and nursery 

 

 Monday 6th May 2019– 

SCHOOL CLOSED– BANK 

HOLIDAY 

 

 Monday 13th May 2019– 

SATS WEEK Y6 

 

 Monday 20th May 2019– 

SATS WEEK Y2 

 

 Friday 24th May 2019– break 

up for summer half term 

(Y5/6 residential trip to Der-

went Hill) 

 

 Sunday 2nd June 2019– Big 

Lunch at St Mary’s  

 

Teacher training days planned for 

next academic year: 

3rd Sept 2019, 6th Jan 2020, 22nd 

May 2020, 20th July 2020 

 

In nursery, we hosted a stay and play 

session for parents to come in and join in 

with the crafts and egg decorating. We 

have enjoyed looking at the events of 

Palm Sunday right up to the Last Supper 

and Good Friday. We have also had fun 

doing egg hunts around school.  



After our very successful 

dance festival held last half-

term in school, we took two 

routines to the Durham Prima-

ry Dance Festival.  

The event, run by the School 

Sports Partnership, gives pu-

pils the chance to perform 

their dance routines on the 

Gala Theatre stage to an audi-

ence of over 300 people.  

This year, our Y6s performed 

their class routine to ‘The 

Greatest’ by Sia which is all 

about self-confidence.  

A group of 

Key Stage 2 

dancers also 

worked hard 

every 

lunchtime to 

perfect an 

outstanding 

Mary Poppins 

routine which 

came away 

from the         

festival with the award for ‘most 

energetic performance.’  

Buddy, the NSPCC mascot 

who taught them that 

abuse is definitely not okay 

and is NEVER their fault.  

On the back of this event, 

we are delighted to tell you 

that the children raised 

over £900 in sponsorship 

for their worthy workout.  

Whilst this was far more 

about raising awareness 

Please ask your children 

about the messages they 

learnt in a workshop from 

the NSPCC.  

The service, who are be-

hind the freephone help-

line ’childline’ came into 

school to talk about all 

types of abuse and how 

children can get help if they 

need it. The children met 

rather than raising money, 

your donations will go    

towards helping children in 

desperate need of         

kindness and support.  

Gala Champions 

Speak out and stay safe with NSPCC 

celebrate as we raised over 

£300 for Comic Relief on 

Red Nose Day.  

Thank you for supporting 

our 

fund-

raising 

either 

by  

sending 

in dona-

tions or 

attend-

ing our 

coffee 

morning. We know we have 

asked for a lot lately and 

we are truly grateful for all 

of our support.  

World Book Day & Red Nose Day 2019 

World Book day is one of 

our favourite days of the 

year. We just love seeing 

the most-loved book    

characters being brought to 

life for the day.  

As a school, we understand 

that reading is the key to all  

learning. Nothing pleases 

us more than seeing      

children flourishing and 

enjoying their reading.  

Just one week later, we 

found another chance to 
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Buddy told the children 

that abuse is NOT OKAY! 

Thank you for supporting 

our Gala performance 

Just some of the characters we 

had in school on World Book 

Day 

 



It is our third year of trying and it has    

proven to be third time lucky!  

Every year, the National Gallery in London 

run a school project called ‘Take One Pic-

ture’. A famous painting is chosen by the 

Gallery and schools are invited to create and 

submit work based on it. Hundreds of     

submissions are whittled down to around 

eight schools and this year West Rainton is 

one of them!  

This is a huge achievement for the school 

but special thanks must go to Mrs McVicar, 

our arts lead, who oversees the project and 

brings all of the hard work together.  

Y6 produced printing blocks and created 

their own Victorian playbills based on a dark 

and mysterious painting by Joseph Wright of 

Derby.  

The National Gallery will be exhibiting 

Y6s work from May to August—

thousands of tourists will see your chil-

dren’s work! We can’t wait to take 

many of the artists to see it when we 

visit London in June.  

This was in support of the 

English Football League’s 

‘day of action’ in which 

every football club in the 

country did something to 

support the health and 

fitness of their local com-

munity.  

The Beacon of Light is open 

to the public and has a vast 

timetable of sport and   

fitness activities for all  

Our brilliant coaches at 

Sunderland’s Foundation 

of Light rewarded the 

whole school with a fully 

subsidized trip to the 

brand new Beacon of Light 

facility.  

The children loved         

exploring the facility which 

includes classrooms, café, 

sports hall and huge 

rooftop football barn.  

The event      

involved a whole 

afternoon of 

sports and     

fitness activities 

run by a team of 

coaches. 

ages. We would highly  

recommend a visit!  

West Rainton artwork exhibited in LONDON!  

A visit to the Beacon of Light 
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The posters that will be 

displayed in London! 

Children enjoying the 

rooftop barn at the Beacon 

of Light 

“I love it here! Can 

we come to play 

football again?” 

Year 5 pupil at the 

Beacon of Light 



performance of ‘The Lion, 

the Witch and the Ward-

robe’ for the whole school 

before leading a workshop 

with our Y4s.  

We’ve also had a visit from 

West Rainton Primary 

School is such an exciting 

place to learn and grow. 

Recently, we have had lots 

of visitors and exciting ex-

periences such as M&M 

productions who did a  

North East Ambulance  

Service who taught us all 

about the crucial job that 

they do in 

treating    

emergency 

patients. 

Spring term learning 

New relationships and health curriculum– what 

parents need to know  

You may have heard in the 

media recently about changes 

to a new relationships and 

health curriculum that the  

Department for Education are 

making.  

From September, we will be 

teaching this new curriculum in 

two 15-minute sessions per 

week, covering topics such as 

healthy lifestyles, e-safety, 

financial wellbeing, puberty, 

reproduction  and respect for 

different types of relationships.  

The vast majority of this      

curriculum is nothing new in 

West Rainton Primary– we are 

proud holders of the Inclusion 

Quality Mark because of your 

support 

around 

teaching 

equality 

and        

tolerance.  

We        

understand 

however, 

that some 

parents 

may have questions or 

hopes for how the new 

elements will be delivered 

in school and we really 

want you to be involved.  

You are the experts in your 

own children and can help 

us to design the curriculum 

for our school– please see 

Mrs McDonough if you’d 

like to know more.  

Did you know that you can get a 

lovely cooked breakfast every 

Thursday round at Arden House 

from 9am-11am?  

A full English with hot drink is 

only £4 and a bacon or sausage 

sandwich only £2.50.  

What better way to start your 

Thursday with a hearty breakfast 

and a good old chat with 

friends?  

Empowered,        

confident children 

with high self-

esteem is the core 

value of the new 

curriculum 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Find out about plans for summer fun events 

 Read about our latest work with Springfield Lodge 

 Help us in our attempt to break our attendance record!  
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Breakfast club… for 

PARENTS!!! 


