
Pupils from 

Reception 

have been 

consolidating 

their learning 

about animals 

with a fun-

filled visit to 

the farm.  

The trip to  

Hall Hill farm 

in Lanchester 

took place last 

week and the 

pupils had a 

wonderful time getting hands on with 

lambs, chicks and rabbits.  

They also enjoyed a tractor ride and a 

picnic in the sunshine.  

 

 

Fun at the farm 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Sunday 2nd June 2019– Big 

Lunch at St Mary’s  

 Monday 3rd June 2019– re-

turn to school 

 Wednesday 12th June 2019– 

summer disco 

 Thursday 20th June 2019– 

Athletics’ Records’ Day KS2 

 Monday 25th June 2019– 

Parent session on relation-

ships curriculum 

 Tuesday 26th June 2019– 

Sports’ Day 

 Saturday 29th June 2019– 

Y5/6 Harry Potter trip 

 Tuesday 9th July 2019– SATs 

results for Y6 out 

 Wednesday 10th July 2019– 

School picnic 

 Saturday 13th July 2019– 

Durham Miners’ Gala 

 Monday 15th July 2019– Par-

ents’ Evening 

 Wednesday 17th July 2019– 

Nursery Graduation and Y6 

awards night 

 Friday 19th July 2019– Y6 

leavers and break up for 

summer 

 

Teacher training days planned for 

next academic year: 

3rd Sept 2019, 6th Jan 2020, 22nd 

May 2020, 20th July 2020 

 

‘My favourite bit was feeding the lambs.’ 

said one pupil.  

‘I just liked having my lunch!’ said       

another!  

The children have also written fabulous 

reports all about their visit, showing off 

their super writing skills.  

There are lots of end of year trips 

planned for all classes to enjoy,          

including: Beamish for Y1 and Y6, Bowes 

Museum for Y2 and Y3/4 and a visit to 

the Oriental Museum for Y4/5 to      

complement their unit of history about    

Ancient Egypt.  



This year we have a real 

chance of making history! 

Something that has not been 

done at West Rainton for  

certainly decades, possibly 

ever!  

96% attendance is the national 

average and we battle every 

year to get as close as we can 

to that benchmark– last year 

we ended the year on 95.9%!  

This year, the children have 

been set the challenge of  

making every day count and 

maintain a figure of above 

96% by the last week of term. 

If they do, we will be putting 

on an inflatables day with an 

ice cream van and burgers and 

chips for lunch!  

This is on top of the individual 

reward for 96% where       

children who qualify will go on 

a special trip on us. 

 

Every Friday, in assembly, we 

do a big reveal of our overall 

attendance for the year, and at 

the minute it is sitting on 96.3%. 

End of term early jet-setters will 

impact on this, so it is vital    

children are in on every other 

available day if we are to achieve 

our goal.  

Let’s give this everything we’ve 

got– it’ll make Mrs Mac’s sum-

mer!  

don which highlights the 

high importance we place 

on the arts.  

The panel also wrote a very 

complimentary piece about 

the work done to create a 

collaborative Nativity play 

with Springfield Lodge and 

our work to promote gifted 

and talented pupils in    

drama.  

We are delighted that our 

Artsmark GOLD status has 

been maintained for the 

third time running. By the 

end of this tenure, we will 

have held the award for 

over ten years.  

This round was supported 

by our inclusion in the Na-

tional Gallery’s Take One 

Picture exhibition in Lon-

This is yet another huge 

accolade for the school., 

and really shows how our 

passionate subject leaders 

drive provision in all areas 

to ensure we create well-

rounded children.  

Record-Breaking Attendance Drive 

Artsmark GOLD 

community into a safe and 

welcoming environment 

where they can feel valued 

and included.  

The pupils, from Y4/5 en-

joyed looking at artefacts 

and books from years gone 

by as well as playing domi-

nos.  

The boys also enjoyed 

hearing the war story of 

one elderly gentleman who 

survived in the sea after his 

ship was torpedoed.  

We then entertained the 

group with some school 

songs.  

This was good    practice for 

our schooldays concert in 

collaboration with      

Springfield Lodge in the 

summer. 

We were also delighted to 

take part in the final     

domino championship 

event  In Jubilee Hall      

recently.  Well done to the 

winners, Springfield Lodge!  

Memory Cafe 

As part of 

our        

Dementia 

Friends 

actions we 

paid a visit 

to the 

monthly 

memory 

café run in 

Arden 

House.  

The initiative, organized by 

Home Instead, brings    

elderly members of the         

Page 2 West Rainton Primary Voice 

Congratulations to Mrs 

McVicar who led this 

project. 

Will we break the elusive 

96% barrier? It’s in your 

hands!  

Pupils in Y4/5 enjoying chatting 

about old times 

 



Nursery pupils have been enjoying their 

latest unit all about animals.  

To increase their knowledge and under-

standing of the world, the pupils have been 

invited to talk about their own pets as well 

as meeting some new ones.  

They have been reading stories all about 

animals and learning how to take good care 

of our furry and feathered  friends.  

 This has            

included meeting   

guinea pigs, rab-

bits, hamsters 

and taking     

responsibility for 

our school hens.  

In other measures, we 

have now negotiated a 

new recycling contract 

with our waste disposal 

team who will now collect 

a huge bin of paper, card 

and plastic from us once a 

fortnight.  

Not stopping there, we 

have also bought over 100 

ceramic mugs to avoid  

single-use cups at our 

school events.  

As a school symbolized 

with bright emerald green, 

it seems only fitting that 

we develop greener habits 

to do our bit for the planet.  

As climate change and it’s 

devastating impact is being 

reported almost daily, our 

pupils are challenging us to 

be even greener.  

Recently we have become 

a battery recycling hub 

where batteries of all 

brands in a range of sizes 

can be collected in school 

and responsibly recycled. 

The children have respond-

ed brilliantly well and we 

already have a half-full bin! 

We are so proud that our 

pupils are taking responsi-

bility for the planet of their 

future.  

Can you think of any other 

eco-measures that we 

could adopt? We’re open 

to new suggestions!  

Nursery pupils enjoy learning all about animals 

It’s good to be green!  
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The children enjoyed 

meeting  Pipkin 

Our battery recycling is off to 

a flying start! 

“Can I have an extra 

collection box 

please? I’m going to 

get my grandma to 

collect batteries too!’ 

Year 4 pupil 



event and is a great way to 

end the half-term holiday 

and get into the mood for 

summer holiday fun!  

This year’s 

theme is ‘The 

Greatest Show-

man’ and village 

groups have 

been tasked 

with the chal-

lenge of        

St Mary’s Churchyard will 

once again play host to the 

village Big Lunch event 

which has grown and 

grown over the years.  

This year we will be enter-

tained by Chilli Road band 

and Circurama circus skills.  

There will also be a visit 

from the birds of prey and 

the ever popular ice cream 

van.  

This is a completely free 

creating circus figures to 

decorate the event.  

It starts from 1pm– we’d 

love to see you all there. 

Big Lunch– Sunday 2nd June 

SATs superstars in Years 2 and 6 

Assessment 

season is upon 

us and our   

children in Years 

2 and 6 have 

worked hard all 

year to prepare 

for their SATs 

tests.  

Watching our 7 

and 11 yr olds 

taking on tests 

in grammar, spelling, reading 

and arithmetic fills us with 

awe. This year’s cohorts took 

the assessments in their stride 

and we can’t wait to find out 

how they’ve done later in the 

summer.  

As you know, in our 

school, SATs are 

kept as low key as 

possible and we 

make sure our     

children know that 

they do not define 

who they are.  

Our pupils are so 

much more than 

their grades and we 

could not be more proud 

of each and every one of 

them.  

We showed them just how 

much we appreciate their 

hard work with a reward 

trip to Jump 360 for Y6 and 

a SATs party for Y2.  

We are delighted to announce 

that Mrs Maddox is expecting 

her first baby!  

Mrs Maddox will be leaving us in 

early September to go on mater-

nity leave; don’t worry Y1, we’re 

working on finding somebody 

fabulous for you!  

We wish Mr and Mrs Maddox all 

the very best for the exciting 

time ahead as they prepare to 

welcome their little boy.  

Y6s settling any pre-

test jitters with a 

hearty cooked 

breakfast amongst 

friends.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Say goodbye to our Y6’s and welcome to our new starters 

 Read about all of our trips and sports events 

 See if we managed to break our all-time attendance record 
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Pitter patter of tiny 

feet…. 


