
It would have been almost impossible to 

miss the impact that a brand new initia-

tive has had in school this term.  

North East Ambulance Service ap-

proached us at the beginning of term to 

help them launch a brand new scheme 

to bring basic life support and first aid 

training into the primary curriculum.  

As you are all aware, the school is al-

ready teaching the new Relationships 

and Health Curriculum, and this project 

fits perfectly into teaching children 

about safeguarding their own and oth-

ers’ health and wellbeing.  

Our Y6 pupils have all been trained in 

CPR and how to use a defibrillator; not 

only that, they were even able to teach 

those skills to shoppers at Tesco, 

Durham on ‘Restart a Heart’ Day.  
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Dates for your diary: 

 Fri  25th October 2019– Break 

up for half term 

 

 Mon 4th November 2019–    

Return to school and nursery 

 

 Fri 15th November 2019—

Children in Need day 

 

 Thu 28th November 2019– 

Christmas Fair 3.05pm 

 

 Wed 4th December 2019– 

Nursery and Rec Nativity play 

10am 

 

 Thu 5th December 2019– Y1 and 

Y2 Nativity play 10am 

 

 Tue 10th and Wed 11th Decem-

ber 2019– KS2 production of We 

Will Rock You! 6pm 

 

 Mon 16th December 2019– 

whole school panto trip 

 

 Mon 16th December 2019– St 

Mary’s Church Carol Service 

6.30pm 

 

 Wed 18th December 2019– Joint 

Nativity with Springfield Lodge 

at St Mary’s Church 3.30pm 

 

 Thu 19th December 2019–   

Carols round the tree 9am, 

Christmas Party 1pm  and Break 

up for Christmas. 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

20th Dec 2019, 6th Jan 2020, 20th 

July 2020 

 

     The scheme also comes with a com-

munity ambassadorial role and three 

lucky pupils were selected to be ’on du-

ty’ at the North East Ambulance Service 

awards’ evening at Ramside Hall.  

A very informative session took place on 

the difference between calling 999 and 

111. Making the correct choice plays 

such an important role in protecting pre-

cious NHS resources. Our children also 

learnt about the potential implications of 

making hoax calls to emergency services.  

As part of the scheme, NEAS have 

offered to run a one-off parent training 

course in paediatric first aid which will 

cover illness, temperatures, choking, 

fitting and CPR on babies and young chil-

dren. If you would be interested in 

attending this potentially life-saving ses-

sion in early spring, please look out for 

the sign up form which we’ll send out 

next half term.                                  



Pupils in classes 4 

and 5 are working 

alongside Mr Abbot 

from Durham  Music 

Service to learn the 

art of samba drum-

ming.  

There is a distinctive 

carnival feel to the 

rhythms and  sounds 

associated with the 

music of Brazil and 

our children are 

mastering it          brilliantly.  

Pupils work on either the large 

drums or on the smaller    

percussion instruments such 

as shakers, ma-

racas and whis-

tles.  

Mr Abbot comes 

in one    after-

noon a week to 

deliver this unit 

and he is so im-

pressed with 

how well the 

children are 

picking it up.  

Well done Ys3,4  and 5!  

visited St Mary’s Church as 

part of their learning about 

the features 

of a church.  

We were delighted with 

the news that the parish of 

West Rainton has now got 

a new associate priest in 

place. We have already 

made links with him and he 

is keen to support our RE 

learning and assemblies in 

school.  

Pupils in year 1 met up with 

him recently when they 

Y3, 4 and 5 get into the samba beat 

Year 1 enjoy a visit to St Mary’s church 

The people we met were very 

impressed with the knowledge 

we had.  

The Sikhs told us about their 

core values of keeping God in 

your thoughts always, work 

hard, earn an honest living 

and be kind to everyone who 

needs it. What great values to 

have!  

As part of our British Values 

curriculum, children learn 

about mutual respect and 

tolerance of people of all faiths 

and  cultures.  

Our children really shine at 

this!  

A visit to the Sikh Gurdwara 

Pupils in years 4 and 5 had a 

lovely visit to Guru      Gobind 

Singh Gurdwara in              

Sunderland.  

This was to complement their 

learning about Sikhism in RE.  

Each year in school, pupils 

spend one half term     looking 

at other world faiths as the 

other five units per year focus 

largely on Christianity.  

It adds so much to the       

children’s understanding to 

see inside other religious 

buildings and meet the people 

who worship there.  

Page 2 West Rainton Primary Voice 

Rev 

Holden, our new vicar, is keen 

to get  involved in school 

Feeling the samba 

rhythm!  

‘The temple is open to everyone; no 

matter what faith. You are welcome 

to worship God however you want.’ 

Gurdwara community, Sunderland 

 



Absolutely thrilling news was received     recently 

when we discovered West Rainton Primary School 

has been nominated for a national award at the 

annual Alzheimer’s Society Awards.  

Out of sixty nominations, a top three have been 

chosen in the category of ‘youth organisation of the 

year.’ 

This is in recognition of all of the work we have done 

to train our children in being more dementia aware 

and for our excellent relationship with the residents 

of Springfield Lodge.  

Miss Charlton, who leads on this in school, will 

go down to London in November for the final 

to see if we can scoop the award!  

 

brilliant            

preparation they 

get from our 

nursery.  

Not only have 

they been busy in 

the classroom 

showing off their 

phonics skills, 

they’ve also had a block of 

lessons learning how to 

master the balance bikes.  

Over the course of six 

weeks , the coaches from 

Durham School Sports’ 

Our reception new starters 

have made a super start to 

school life and are already 

showing everyone what 

they can do.  

They settled into school 

very quickly due to the 

Partnership were able to 

get so many of our pupils 

onto riding their own bikes 

without    stabilisers!  

To end their first half-term, 

they also treated us to a 

beautiful harvest festival 

assembly and carved 

pumpkins with their special 

friends in Y6.  

Wow! Well done            

reception!  

And the nominees for best youth organisation are… 

Reception make a super start to school life 
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Joint Nativity 2 

The Midwife Crisis!  

Due for delivery on 18th 

December at St Mary’s 

Church 3.30pm 

Making memories from the 

very first day in school!  

Don’t forget to send 

in your empty crisp 

packets and used 

batteries for our 

recycling bins!  

The birds of prey visit school 

Pupils in Year 2 have been reading the story 

of ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark.’  

This is a lovely text about what it is like to 

be different and who you can turn to for 

help to overcome a fear.  

To complement their literacy learning, the 

children have been learning about the im-

portance of owls hunting under the cover of 

darkness. This led them to discover more 

about other birds of prey.  

As an extra special treat, the whole school 

were invited into assembly to see the birds 

of prey in action and to learn some key facts 

about them. Some children were even lucky 

enough to be chosen to handle the birds.    

Well done Year 2 on a super learning     

experience!  



collect your child must be 

given to us at the earliest 

opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for 

your child to have   photos/

videos taken have changed, it 

is important to let us know.  

Thank you for helping us to 

keep our data correct and    

secure.  

Please see our website for    

copies of our privacy           

statements for parents. 

It is vitally important that 

you regularly check that 

the information we hold on 

you and your children is up 

to date.  

We send out annual data 

collection sheets for basic 

details but we understand 

things may change in    

between.  

Any changes to addresses, 

contact numbers, relative 

lists, medical information 

and people who are able to 

Are you keeping us up to date? 

Nursery learn about their local community 

As part of developing their 

knowledge and understanding 

of the world around them, our 

nursery pupils have been   

looking at the community they 

come from.  

Using google earth and street 

view, the children, some as 

young as three, were able to 

direct us around the village to 

familiar streets and shops.  

After experiencing ‘virtual 

West Rainton’ they then took 

an actual walk around the local 

area pointing out Costcutters, 

the Chinese Takeaway, 

Downey’s fish shop and the 

park. Some could even point to 

streets and describe who lived 

where!  

We love that our chil-

dren are taking such a 

keen interest in being 

part of their communi-

ty from such an early 

age.  

We are delighted to share Mr 

and Mrs Maddox’s happy news 

that baby Alexander James    

arrived safe and sound in       

October weighing exactly 9lb. 

Mrs Maddox promises to visit 

school soon!   

 

Nursery loved telling 

us about their      

village. 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Share in our traditional celebrations of Christmas 

 See how you can help us to promote online safety and kindness 

 Find out about autumn term learning as we end the decade 
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Baby Maddox has 

arrived!  

POLITE REMINDER 

Several parents and pupils brought to our 

attention the upset caused by recent verbal 

disputes heard outside of the school gates.  

We just wanted to inform all   parents/carers 

that we will not tolerate behaviour of this 

kind either in our school grounds or on the 

journey to school. All pupils and families 

have the right to come to school safely,  and 

any behaviour continuing to damage pupil 

wellbeing, or our good reputation, will be 

passed on to the police.  Behaviour of this 

kind is unacceptable and can also result in a 

total ban from our school site.   

 


