
Our Key Stage two production of We Will 

Rock You was an absolute belter!  

Our pupils, from year 3-6 learnt over 20 

Queen songs to bring the story to life 

with great characters and memorable 

dance routines.  

The cast have worked incredibly hard 

over the past two months, largely in 

their own time, to learn a really tough 

script designed more for young second-

ary pupils. This did not faze our cohort, 

however, who amazed over 200 people 

in the three audiences.  

We owe a great deal of thanks to our 

staff team who work tirelessly to bring 

the show to fruition with scenery 

painting, costume hunting, hair, makeup, 

and taking care of and feeding the cast 

before each show.   

We Rocked West Rainton! 

West Rainton Primary School Newsletter 

West Rainton 

Primary Voice 
December 2019 West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 47 

Dates for your diary: 

 

 Thursday 19th December 

2019– Carols around the tree 

9.15am, party pm, break up 

for Christmas 

 

 Tuesday 7th January 2020– 

Return to school and nursery  

 

 Friday 14th February 2020– 

break up for half term 

 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

in this academic year: 

6th Jan 2020,  

20th July 2020 

 

 We also had some great support from 

Durham University this year who sent 

along three fabulous drama students to 

help support our rehearsals.  

I’m sure everyone who saw the show will 

agree that this was one of our best    

performances yet! It’s hard to know how 

we keep on raising the bar from here!  

It is a real strength of the school staff 

and pupils that we give 100% to         

everything we do.  

#onlyatwestrainton 



Remembrance day is     

always a very important 

time in school.  

All across the school pupils 

were taught the meaning 

of the poppy and why it is 

such an important occasion 

for thought and reflection.  

This year, we were         

delighted that our new 

associate priest, Rev Tony 

Holden, was able to join us  

to lead our Key Stage 

Two children in prayer.  

Pupils in Year 2 and 6 

have been focusing on 

remembrance in their 

history lessons. Both 

classes took our poppy 

wreath along to the 

village memorial stone 

and sang for the resi-

dents of Springfield 

Lodge.  

were especially excited 

when Pudsey Bear turned 

up to celebrate with them.  

It was great to see all of our 

pupils supporting odd socks 

day in anti-bullying week in 

November.  

Wearing odd socks reminds 

us that everyone is differ-

ent and that this is some-

thing to be celebrated , not 

feared.  

Our pupils loved showing 

off their different socks and 

Remembrance Day 2019 

Odd socks day 

Sunderland 

to           

experience 

a more   

unusual 

sport.  

 

What    

community 

events and 

experiences  can we get up 

to in 2020? 

 

Community experiences  

Being out and about in the 

community is an integral 

part of our curriculum. We 

believe children learn so 

much from wider             

experiences.  

Recently, pupils in years 2, 

3 and 4 have been helping 

the council’s green team to 

plant bulbs all around the 

village.  

Year 6 enjoyed an end of 

autumn term treat when 

they visited the ice rink in 
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Even Pudsey joined in 

with odd-socks day.  

Two of our proud mini 

medics in Durham        

Cathedral’s poppy parade.  

Year 6 enjoyed a trip to the 

outdoor rink in Sunderland 

 



A very special Nativity play took place in 

St Mary’s Church this week to end our 

season of productions. This play saw a 

beautiful collaboration between the 

primary school and Springfield Lodge 

residential home to tell the story of  

Jesus ‘ birth through the eyes of one 

exasperated midwife.  

This ends another year of great work 

between the oldest and youngest mem-

bers of our community and was a dou-

ble celebration. Recently, the dementia 

friends group received the award for 

community of the year at a prestigious 

awards’ ceremony down in London.  

The school is proud to have played our 

part in this as we know how        

important it will be for our pupils 

to understand and support those    

living with dementia.  

Merry Christmas from everyone 

involved in our joint production!  

It was so lovely to 

see so many of you 

at our productions– 

it means the world 

to our children to 

have you here  

sharing in their  

triumphs.  

Pupils from nursery up to 

year 2 took part in our tra-

ditional nativity plays this 

December.  

Children in early years 

showed professionalism 

way beyond their years in a 

poignant production called 

‘Christmas Counts’. This 

involved telling the story of 

Jesus’ birth whilst also 

practising their number 

knowledge.  

This was followed up by 

Key Stage 1 pupils who 

portrayed the story 

through ‘A Miracle in 

Town.’ Having a small cast 

this year meant many chil-

dren had a lot of lines to 

learn and they  handled 

this brilliantly.  

The Midwife Crisis! 

Traditional Nativity Performances 
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Representatives from 

West Rainton receiving the 

award in London.  

 

“One baby lying in a 

manger, one baby 

sleeping in the hay, 

one baby we all can 

count on, one baby 

here to change the 

world on Christmas 

Day.” 



the holidays.  

Seeing their little excited 

and happy faces was just 

fantastic!  

There aren’t many more 

wonderful experiences  

in a primary school than 

seeing the excitement 

and joy build up in chil-

dren in the run-up to 

Christmas.  

Nursery held their own 

Polar Express day com-

plete with pyjamas and 

hot chocolate to  really 

get into the mood for 

The Polar Express Stops at Nursery 

Thank you for supporting our Christmas Fair 

This year’s Christmas fair was a 

fun-filled whirlwind that raised 

over £1000! Your support at 

our events is always incredible 

and we are proud to be able to 

provide such exciting experi-

ences and treats for your chil-

dren based on the contribution 

you make.  

The money raised by the PTA 

subsidised the panto trip, pays 

for treats throughout the year, 

funds our attendance raffles 

and our inflatable day as well 

as getting every child an Easter 

and Christmas treat.  

 

If you are interested in 

helping out at our PTA 

events– discos, fairs and 

productions, please 

speak to any staff   

member or our        

chairperson, Claire Scott.  

  

We recently sent out new      

photographic permission forms 

for our pupils to ensure we have 

your current views on use of 

your child’s image. Rest assured 

we are very careful with the use 

of all of our data and images and 

we also know that photos and 

videos provide wonderful         

life-long memories  for you as a 

family.  

If any of your details or          

permissions change, please 

make sure you let us know at the 

earliest opportunity.  

There was even a 

visit from the big 

man himself in our 

woodland grotto 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how we begin learning in 2020 

 Find out about e-safety and online kindness 

 See what our mini-medics have been  learning 
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Are your details and 

permissions up to 

date? 


