
You will not be surprised to hear that 

our top priority in this first half-term was 

to get all of our children back into    

learning in a safe, happy and settled 

way. This meant having their physical 

and mental wellbeing  at the top of our 

agenda, which in our school, is nothing 

new.  

We organised for several of our classes 

to be involved in enriching projects to 

prove to them that these sorts of       

experiences can still take place with a bit 

of effort and creativity! 

One of these projects has involved our 

Year 2 class taking part in a national  

project called ‘My School My Planet’ 

which has been focused on reconnecting 

children with the outdoors.  

Over ten full day sessions, the children 

have enjoyed exploring the outdoor  

environment in school and beyond at 

Rainton Meadows Nature Reserve. They 

have also experienced hot chocolate 

outside, made clay models of nature and 

created their own natural flags.  

My School, My Planet 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Fri 23rd October 2020– Hallow-

een dress up day and  break up 

for half term 

 

 Mon 2nd November 2020–    

Return to school and nursery 

 

 Wed 11th November 2020– 

Class 6 lead Remembrance Day 

(virtual) 

 

 Fri 13th November 2020—

Children in Need day 

 

 Wed 9th December 2020– EYFS 

Christmas event 

 

 Thu 17th December 2020–   

Bubble Christmas parties and 

break up for Christmas 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

18th Dec 2020, 4th Jan 2021, 19th 

and 20th July 2021 

 

     The project came with a pot of     

funding attached which the children 

chose to spend on new plants and trees 

to improve the area. We now have an 

apple tree orchard in the corner of our 

field and some beautiful winter bedding 

plants in our pots.  

It was great to have a few Year 2 parents 

in to help us– thank you for socially   

distancing and wearing masks to keep 

everyone safe!  

The best part of this project, however 

has been the many smiles and giggles 

shared with friends again after such a 

long time of being apart.  

 



Pupils in Year 4 have enjoyed a 

creative writing project    

working in collaboration with  

Woven Nest Theatre Compa-

ny and the residents of       

Springfield Lodge.  

For three consecutive 

Wednesdays, the three 

groups met up virtually to 

decide on a villainous charac-

ter for a new production. The 

plot centred around a mysteri-

ous thief, stealing letters from 

the post office.  

Our job was to come up with 

who that villain might be.  

 

After such a 

long time 

apart, it was 

lovely to wave 

and speak to 

our friends at 

Springfield 

Lodge again 

through the   

digital 

meeting. They were thrilled to 

see us.   

music to start the Hallowe’en 

fun with a bang.  

Pupils in reception and    

nursery started the Hallow-

e’en fun even earlier as their           

classrooms were transformed 

with spooky activity areas.  

Whilst trick-or-treating may 

not be able to happen over 

half-term, we’re sure you’ll 

find lots of ways to still have 

fun!  

Autumn term is usually full of 

celebrations and opportunities 

to be together. After the 

amount of disappointments all 

of us have had to face this 

year, we are determined to 

bring fun back to school.  

To end a brilliant first half-

term we decided to hold a 

Hallowe’en fun day in our 

bubbles. Children came 

dressed up in their spooky 

costumes and had games and 

Intergenerational connections 

Hallowe’en fun!  

as performing it right through 

on November 20th. Hundreds 

of children across the UK will 

be taking part in a range of 

plays, all  at the same time, 

known as ’One Night of  

Shakespeare’.   

To reward our chil-

dren for taking part, 

we plan to treat 

them to a special 

meal in school before 

they perform and get 

them all a commem-

orative t-shirt.  

At a time when the arts and 

culture industry is almost non-

existent, it is lovely to think 

that the schoolchildren of the 

UK are keeping a tiny part of 

theatre going.  

 

Romeo and Juliet 

Pupils in years 5 and 6 have an 

additional task this term as 

they take on a production of 

Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’. 

 

For the past four years, we’ve 

taken part in the Shakespeare 

School’s Festival  which nor-

mally culminates in a live per-

formance at Durham’s Gala 

Theatre.  

This year, however, we are 

creating a film version of our 

production so parents can still 

enjoy seeing our work as well 
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We may not be allowed a  

disco, but we can still party!  

Year 4 working with the 

residents of Springfield 

Lodge 

‘But soft, what light through 

yonder window breaks? It is 

the East and Juliet is the sun.’  



Making sure our parents do not miss out on 

the learning experiences of your children is a 

top priority for this academic year. Your  

Involvement in our work is crucial and the 

children love sharing their work with you.  

It means working a little bit more creatively 

and that started with a virtual harvest festi-

val in reception.  

The children filmed their poems and songs 

as well as showing their paintings of 

fruits and veg. They put the whole 

thing together into a digital assembly 

on their Class Dojo story.  

If reception parents haven’t seen it 

yet, be sure to give it a watch over 

half-term.  

The children have loved 

their first class text, ‘The 

Butterfly Lion’ by Michael 

Morpurgo. With part of the 

book set during World War 

1, the boys in particular 

have loved producing non-

fiction writing based on 

this.  

It is a similar picture in 

maths as the children are 

working hard to master 

multiplication tables; 10, 5, 

2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 by the end 

of the year amongst many 

other things. New prizes 

We are so impressed with 

our super year 3s who 

have started the term with 

confidence.  

Although they missed the 

end of their ‘infant’ jour-

ney, it is clear how much 

work was done at home 

during the lockdown to 

keep our children in good 

working habits.  

Mrs Firth is very pleased 

with how well the children 

are responding to high-

level texts in English.  

for Times Tables Rockstars 

have been a big 

hit once teach-

ers in KS2 are 

confident in 

children’s inde-

pendent tables 

knowledge. 

Don’t forget, 

they can prac-

tice as often as 

they like at 

home using their logins. (It 

must be their work, 

though!)   

A digital harvest festival  

Year 3 impressing in Key Stage 2 
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Reception were proud to 

send off their harvest  

hampers.  

Year 3s have enjoyed their 

class text, ‘The Butterfly  

Lion’  

Don’t forget to send 

in your empty crisp 

packets and used 

batteries for our 

recycling bins!  

Year 1’s explosive start to the term!  

Pupils in Year 1 have made the transition 

into their new class look easy!  

Despite the disruption to their reception 

year, they have entered the more formal 

setup of year 1 with confidence and enthu-

siasm.  

Mrs Maddox and Mrs Bissell are very 

pleased with how hard the children are 

working, especially with their reading and 

sounds practise at home. This is making a 

huge difference and we want to say thank 

you to family members for supporting this.  

The younger pupils in school have definitely 

got the more difficult challenge in catching 

up what was missed , but with attitudes and 

effort like this, we’re confident we’ll make 

great progress.  

The children have particularly enjoyed    

history lessons this term as they’ve learned 

all about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder 

plot. 



through Microsoft Teams to support the children as 

they access their Dojo work. This will mean  the   

teacher can intervene and progress the learning much 

swifter. It also means your children have daily contact 

with their classmates and  teacher.  

In the unlikely event of a full-school closure,  teachers 

will work in school (if permitted) to deliver teaching 

through Microsoft Teams for 1-2 hours morning and 

afternoon.  

Thank you to everyone for your support on our first 

parents’ evening held by telephone. As discussed with 

the teachers, it is important we have a good under-

standing of any challenges this contingency plan would 

create for each family. EG Do you have sufficient   

number of devices for all children? Do you have wifi 

access? Is the email address used for Dojo a good one 

to use for Microsoft Teams invite?  

It is a government requirement for all schools to 

have a contingency plan in place so that we are 

equipped to meet any further disruption to 

schooling.  

The ultimate goal is to keep everyone in school 

full-time and we will work relentlessly to ensure 

that happens here.  

We are better off being well-prepared however 

so we have a  carefully thought out plan in place.  

Where an individual child or household has to 

isolate, work will be provided on Class Dojo as it 

was before. It is very important that this work is 

returned to school as it is being stuck in       

children’s books as their evidence of learning.  

If a whole-class bubble has to isolate, the class 

teacher will arrange direct daily teaching 

Contingency planning  

Nursery reconnecting with the outdoors 

We’ve been fortunate 

over this first half-term to 

enjoy some sunny au-

tumn days and to take 

our learning outside.  

Over the summer, staff in 

early years have been 

planning and developing 

ideas to enhance re-

sources and experiences 

outdoors.  

In nursery, our pupils are 

using these exciting areas and      

opportunities to develop their 

language for speaking and  

listening. They particularly like 

the new mark-making tools 

such as clipboards and chunky 

chalks. The construction 

toolkits, bricks, breeze-

blocks and safety cloth-

ing have also  

proven popular with boys 

and girls alike.  

Nursery have also started 

forest school sessions,  

exploring the outdoors and 

using what they’ve        

discovered in their learning 

such as making leaf    

Nursery are loving 

exploring outside 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 Share in our celebrations of Christmas 

 See how our Romeo and Juliet performance turned out 

 Find out about autumn term learning as we end a year we’ll never forget!  
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you     

regularly check that the information 

we hold on you and your children is 

up to date.  

We send out annual data collection 

sheets for basic details but we under-

stand things may change in         

between.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 

numbers, relative lists, medical  

information and people who are able 

to collect your child must be given to 

us at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 

child to have   photos/videos taken 

have changed, it is important to let 

us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 

data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 

our privacy           statements for 

parents and pupils.  

hedgehogs and a seasonal 

vegetable soup.  

It has been lovely to see 

happy and excited faces 

enjoying childhood and 

being together with friends 

again.  

What a super start to the 

new academic year!  


