
The past year has turned our worlds  

upside-down and we’ve faced many 

challenges along the way. We have seen 

many heroes in the news as the country 

deals with the virus, but the unsung  

heroes of all of this are you; our        

wonderful children!  

A year at your age can feel like a lifetime, 

and the strength and resilience you’ve 

had to find since this began has been 

incredible. You have faced things and 

come through one 

of the toughest 

times in a genera-

tion; you should be            

immensely proud of 

yourselves.  

You’ve worked so 

hard, both in school 

and remotely, 

Thank you to our wonderful pupils! 
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Dates for your diary: 

 Friday 12th February 2021-   

break up for half-term 

 

 Monday 22nd February 2021– 

spring term 2 begins 

 

 Monday 8th March 2021–    

PROPOSED RETURN TO SCHOOL 

FOR ALL PUPILS (we will keep 

you updated on this as soon as 

we know) 

 

 Friday 26th March 2021– Break 

up for Easter 

 

 

 

We are continually assessing 

the national picture to amend 

our plans for the remainder of 

the academic year. We are 

hoping to have you sharing in 

school events again, as soon as 

it is safe to do so.  

 

 

 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

19th and 20th July 2021 

 

showing dedication to your work and 

brilliant attitudes to    support your class-

mates. When you’ve had to adapt to 

new rules or be flexible with sudden 

changes, you’ve taken it all in your 

stride. Best of all, you’ve done it all with 

a smile and a positive attitude.  

It may seem hard to see right now but 

the resilience and strength that you have 

been forced to discover within          

yourselves will be attributes that serve 

you well into the future.  

We all look forward to a time when you 

can play freely again and enjoy all the 

exciting things that school brings; that 

day will come!  

Until then, smile and whisper to       

yourself, ‘I am strong. I am brave. I am 

determined.’  

 

 



We just have to say 

how proud we are of 

our youngest pupils 

adapting to  learning 

online.  

Adults who have sud-

denly had to work 

from home, taking part 

in live meetings and 

spending all day at the 

computer know how 

tough this is. To do that when 

you are only 4 or 5 years old is 

incredible!  

Staff in reception have been so 

impressed with how hard 

you’ve worked and how well-

supported you’ve been by 

those around you. You’re  

really doing everything you 

can to keep in touch with your 

learning.  

I would like to say an extra 

thank you to the reception 

teaching team who came up 

with the brilliant idea of 

putting together two-weekly 

packs that can then be used in 

live lessons– this has really    

supported reception and is truly 

going above and beyond.   

We hope it is not too long until 

we can have you all in school 

again playing and learning     

together.  

enjoyed seeing a different 

face and hearing a different 

voice.  

We all need a bit more  

motivation this winter to 

get active and enjoy PE 

sessions in a totally unique 

way. Hopefully we’ll be 

back to face-to-face       

sessions with Steve very 

soon.  

We’ve been missing our 

weekly PE sessions with 

Steve so when SAFC    

Foundation announced 

they were starting live PE 

lessons online we jumped 

at the chance to join in.  

So far, both Year 4 and Year 

2 have enjoyed PE and 

dance lessons with the 

coaches and have really 

Well done to everyone who 

took part.  

Reception online!  

SAFC drop in to live lessons in Year 2 

buildings and natu-

ral features.  

Our Y5/6 pupils 

have loved seeing 

how this artwork 

can develop and 

even how it’s used 

in game design–       

Minecraft being the 

perfect example.  

Fabulous 3D art in Class 6 

The drawing unit we look at in 

class 6 this half-term is one of 

our favourites.  

We learn a range of           

techniques for producing 3D 

drawings that can be optical 

illusions too.  

Using the iso-sketch tool and 

isometric grid paper allows us 

to get angles and perspective 

right to create brilliant 3D 

artwork. We also look at the 

mesmerising world of Maurits 

Escher– a real trailblazer who 

experimented with 3D draw-

ing to create impossible   

Page 2 West Rainton Primary Voice 

PE with the SAFC Foundation 

Africa has been a popular 

topic this half term! 

Fabulous examples of 3D 

artwork  



Year 4’s DT this half-term is all about       

creating marvelous marble runs.  

It’s a great way to be innovative with       

recycled boxes, tubes and cartons as we 

work out and solve problems within our 

marble run to create a smooth journey.  

The unit involves a lot of careful planning 

and trial and error to work out where the 

construction needs to be altered. It’s a great 

introduction to struc-

tural engineering.  

If this is something you 

really enjoy perhaps 

you could set yourself targets to make 

your marble run longer, have more 

obstacles or travel further around a 

room! 

Well done Class 4 for taking part both 

in class and at home.  

dragons.  They also loved      

performing their part of the 

dragon dance video–   

something traditionally only 

our oldest children get to 

perform.  

We also joined in with some 

special Teams sessions run 

by the local authority in 

collaboration with Durham 

University.  

Lessons included origami, 

paper-cutting and a        

language session.  

It was lovely to bring some 

As always, celebration of 

Lunar New Year is a big 

feature of our February 

events.  

Instead of a whole-school 

dragon dance                 

performance , this year we 

made a video version   

collaborating between 

home and school.  

Children in Year 1 have 

been enjoying some Chi-

nese New Year activities 

with a craft afternoon 

making lanterns and    

new faces into our Teams 

lessons in this final week.  

Let’s hope the 

Year of the Ox 

brings us all a 

little new hope.  

If the smiles on 

our Year 1’s 

faces are     

anything to go  

by– it surely 

will!  

Marvelous marble runs 

Happy Year of the Ox from Y1! 
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Year 4’s marble run      

constructions.  

Our celebrations of Lunar 

New Year have been a little 

different this year.  

Year 3 get dance fit!  

Year 3 are dancing fit 

We are really disappointed to be    

missing out on our end of half-term 

intra-school dance festival. It’s always a 

highlight of our calendar and one of our 

most highly-attended events.  

We are hoping to be able to do some 

whole-group dancing as we head into 

summer but in the meantime we’ve still 

continued with dance in PE as it’s a 

great way to keep fit.  

Children in Year 3 have been using YouTube 

and Just dance videos to follow energetic 

routines that get them 

moving and sweating.  

This is also a great way 

for children at home to 

access the same PE as 

those in school so    

everyone can feel like 

they’re working        

together.  

Those dancing days will 

return, kids!  



make it possible including the purchase of 20 

laptops to boost our allocation from the DfE.  

We believe our remote offer is the next best 

thing to being in school itself. It allows pupils to 

interact with their peers and teacher and ensure 

we can keep moving learning on and minimise 

the impact of the pandemic on the progress of 

our pupils.  

If you’d like to read about our offer in detail, you 

can find it on our website along with all of the 

information about how our curriculum is     

evolving to meet the needs of the coming 

months.  

In January 2021, it became a statutory 

requirement for all schools in England to 

plan and publish their detailed remote-

learning offer on their websites.  

This offer will remain in place, being     

regularly reviewed, for as long as it may be 

needed.  

We can’t wait to be in the classroom as 

normal, doing what we know and love 

best. Until then, though, it is our duty to 

ensure the education of the children    

continues in the best and safest way     

possible.   

We are incredibly proud of the offer we’ve 

built, and the resources we’ve acquired to 

Our remote-learning offer 

Phonics gets off to a flying start in nursery 

As part of the current lock-

down, the government made 

the decision to allow nurseries 

to remain open– we’re so 

pleased they did!  

With little ones unable to 

properly access online lessons, 

we were desperate to make 

sure they keep experiencing 

those key developmental   

milestones.  

Some nursery pupils, who are 

staying at home for now, are 

doing a great job at completing 

the challenges that Miss   

Charlton puts on Class Dojo 

each day.  

Part of that has been to begin 

learning the single letter 

sounds that begins our 

phonics journey.  

Children in class, have 

been learning to hear 

and identify the first 

phase of sounds and 

were so impressive that 

they were rewarded 

with a phonics picnic.  

Nursery have also 

been celebrating 

Lunar New Year this 

week.  

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how future plans for spring and summer are coming along 

 Share in nursery’s outdoor learning 

 See how the classes are making physical and mental wellbeing a key focus 
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you regu-

larly check that the information we 

hold on you and your children is up 

to date.  

We send out annual data collection 

sheets for basic details but we under-

stand things may change in    be-

tween.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 

numbers, relative lists, medical infor-

mation and people who are able to 

collect your child must be given to us 

at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 

child to have   photos/videos taken 

have changed, it is important to let 

us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 

data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 

our privacy           statements for 

parents. 


