
On Tuesday 23rd March, exactly one 

year on from the first national lockdown, 

the whole country was asked to reflect 

on the past year.  

In some ways in school, the past year 

has been a blur; in others it’s felt like an 

eternity.  

Here at West Rainton Primary School, 

we express our condolences to all     

families who have lost loved ones or 

who have faced terrible illness,         

loneliness or hardship during this crisis.  

Reflecting, one year on... 
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Dates for your diary: 

 

 Friday 26th March 2021– Break 

up for Easter 

 

 Monday 12th April 2021–     

Summer term begins.  

 

 Monday 3rd May 2021– Bank 

Holiday (school closed) 

 

 Friday 28th May 2021– break up 

for half-term.  

 

Don’t forget to sign up if you’re 

interested in attending our      

summer holiday enrichment week 

(Week 1 of the holidays 19th-23rd 

July) 

 

We are continually assessing 

the national picture to amend 

our plans for the remainder of 

the academic year. We are 

hoping to have you sharing in 

school events again, as soon as 

it is safe to do so.  

 

 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

19th and 20th July 2021 

 

We also reflect on the brighter moments 

of the past year: the rainbows of hope, 

the determination of home-learning and 

the welcoming back of all of our pupils.  

We decided to put our school response 

to the pandemic into numbers to       

visualise the sheer scale of what we’ve 

achieved here.  

We are so proud of our school           

community and how we’ve pulled      

together.  

 



Comic Relief was invented 

over 30 years ago to spread 

some laughter whilst raising 

money for worthy causes in 

the UK and worldwide.  

In school, it is normally a much 

grander occasion with a coffee 

morning, talent shows and lots 

of cakes! This year we settled 

for dressing up and having a 

giggle with our red noses on.  

We were thrilled to still raise 

almost £200 for charity  and 

just to see the happy faces 

was brilliant.  

The inflatable horse that Mrs. 

Mac brought to school was so 

popular with 

nursery that 

we’ve had to buy 

some mini ones! 

Apparently she’s 

been challenged 

to a horse race on 

the field once they 

arrive!  

The video, which will form 

part of International      

innovation and creativity 

day, will be available to 

view worldwide in April.  

It was lovely to hear from 

County Hall, how they   

recognised that every 

member of our exceptional 

staff team puts children’s 

happiness and wellbeing 

A few weeks back we 

were nominated by three    

different departments at 

the Local Authority to 

showcase our covid       

response in a video.  

The children’s voices were 

central to this and we set 

about getting their views 

on how the past year has 

been for them.  

above and beyond anything 

else.  

We work tirelessly for that 

positive reputation; never 

more so than this past 

year. Our children and  

wider community deserve 

this fabulous recognition 

and we will share with you 

when and where it can be 

viewed online.  

Red Nose Day giggles!  

Above and Beyond... 

re-

strictions 

per-

mitting.  

From 

yoga to 

volley-

ball,    

football 

to circuits; it’s all been 

happening here and 

we’re feeling great!  

Physical and mental wellbeing a key priority 

It has been great to see a 

full timetable of lessons 

back in action. Particularly 

pleasing to hear, has been 

the enjoyment of pupils in 

PE lessons.  

Across the school, PE ses-

sions and activities at 

break time have returned 

with a bang.  

It has been great to welcome 

back Steve Jackson, our SAFC 

coach on a Tuesday and we 

hope to be able to offer    

swimming lessons again to our 

oldest pupils in June,          
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Our lovely thank you card!  

Nursery loved Mrs Mac’s 

horse so much, we’ve had 

to buy them some!  

Take a look at PE across the 

school  



We are very pleased to introduce our      

academic mentor, Miss Johnson.  

As you may be aware, schools have been 

given a small additional pot of money to use 

on boosting learning after the disruptive 

past year. We are using a large part of ours 

to employ an additional qualified teacher 

who has a floating role to support our     

children across the school.  She will be with 

us for the remainder of the 

academic year.  

Miss Johnson’s timetable has 

already begun and the children 

have       thoroughly enjoyed 

their early         sessions.  

What a great way to rebuild 

our skills and confidence whilst 

having fun.  

 

different subjects and we 

have a beautiful, well-

stocked library too.  

We are really proud that 

our children are keen to re-

establish their good reading 

habits as soon as we’ve  

returned.  

Just look at the fun we had!  

It was definitely the right 

decision to delay our 

World Book Day             

celebrations by one week 

so that everyone in school 

could join in.  

It was a great way to end 

our first full week back in 

school this year, seeing 

everyone  smiling and  

enjoying their time       

together.  

Our pupils just love books 

and reading! We read   

every day in class in lots of 

Meet our academic mentor 

World Book Day fun! 
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Did you know?  

If you read one book per day 

to your child from birth, 

they’ll have heard 1585   

stories by their 5th birthday! 

That language is a          

springboard to children’s 

development.  

The new defibrillator 

at the Jubilee Hall! 

Ambulance Mini Medics help us to get the message out 

One of the projects we’ve missed over the 

past year has been our Ambulance Mini 

Medics training in which our oldest pupils 

learn the basics of first aid and CPR.  

We were delighted to be able to use our 

skills recently to help the West Rainton and 

Leamside Village Partnership shoot a     

promotional video to launch the new     

community defibrillator at the Jubilee Hall.  

The life-saving resource, which has been 

funded by Cllr David Hall, will be available 

24/7 to the community. It can be accessed 

via a code which is given by the ambulance 

service during an emergency phone call. 

There are now 2 defibrillators available to 

the community as this one joins our       

machine which is kept in school and is avail-

able during working hours.  Whilst ours, 

thankfully, has yet to be used, it has been                         

requested three times by  local residents 

and offers an extra layer of reassurance that 

help is close by.  

Well done to our returning Year 7 pupils 

who helped us out with the video too. Your 

expertise was much appreciated.  

 



boost self-esteem, confidence,          

creativity and fun.  

The entire scheme is free of charge and 

even includes the children’s lunches.  It 

will run each day from 19th– 23rd July , 

9am-2:30pm and is open to all current 

pupils including our Y6 leavers.  

If you are interested in a place, please 

let the office know as soon as possible, 

so we can make plans to accommodate 

as many children as possible.  

It may be a while off yet, but we’re 

already beginning to think about 

what we can do to benefit our   

pupils in the summer.  

After missing out on so many     

social and personal development 

opportunities, we’ve teamed up 

with SAFC Foundation to offer a 

one-off enrichment week to all  

pupils.  

Our dedicated school staff will 

work alongside the Foundation to 

provide children with activities to 

Summer holidays enrichment week 

Nursery enjoy the spring sunshine outdoors 

After what feels like a very 

long winter, the signs of spring 

appearing have been very  

welcome here in school.  

The spring flowers have burst 

into life and the longer spells 

of warm sunshine have meant 

nursery can spend more time 

outside.  

They have loved using their 

new reading bench which   

arrived a couple of weeks ago.  

They also love working        

together to construct and 

problem-solve with the large 

building materials.  

Sunshine, fresh air 

and laughter;  

who could ask for 

more? 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how future plans for summer term are shaping up 

 Look at how early writing is coming along in EYFS 

 Share in our classroom achievements  
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you regu-

larly check that the information we 

hold on you and your children is up 

to date.  

We send out annual data collection 

sheets for basic details but we under-

stand things may change in    be-

tween.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 

numbers, relative lists, medical infor-

mation and people who are able to 

collect your child must be given to us 

at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 

child to have   photos/videos taken 

have changed, it is important to let 

us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 

data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 

our privacy           statements for 

parents. 


