West Rainton
Primary Voice
West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 54

May 2021

West Rainton Primary School Newsletter

Dates for your diary:

 Friday 28th May 2021– break up
for half-term.
 Monday 7th June 2021– return
to school and nursery
 Friday 11th June 2021- Derwent
Hill trip for Y5/6
 Tuesday 29th June 2021–
Planned sports’ day event *
 Sunday 11th July 2021- ‘The
Little Big Meeting’- see front
page story
 Monday 12th July 2021–
Parents’ evening
 Wednesday 14th July 2021–
Nursery graduation (10am) and
Y6 awards event (6pm)*
 Friday 16th July 2021– Y6
leavers’ assembly *

* these events are subject to
national restrictions at the
time
Teacher training days still to come
this academic year:
19th and 20th July 2021

Tentative steps back to normality
As the national picture remains cautious
but improving, it is vitally important to
us that the children begin to see a return
to more normal school practises.

We continue to assess things moving
forward such as the possibility of hosting
events such as sports day, a summer
disco, our nursery graduation and leavers’ events. If events like this can hapWhilst we will always stick with local and pen, then we’ll do all we can to organise
regional guidance and risk assessments, them.
we also continue to adapt our provision
as we know how much more we want On Sunday 11th July, (the weekend that
our children to
would have been the Durham Miners’
experience.
Gala) we hope to parade our new colliery banner from school to St Mary’s
The return of
Church for a blessing service. The plan is
clubs this term
to then celebrate with a picnic, much
was a very
like the big lunch event that we’ve
welcome step
missed so much. We’d love to have as
forward and it
many people as possible join us on that
was lovely to
event which, will of course, be subject to
see so many
national restrictions at the time.
happy faces
attending;
SAVE THE DATE!!!
many of whom were experiencing clubs
for the very first time.
Almost all of our staff team have had at
least one vaccination and we all continue
to carry out twice-weekly lateral flow
tests.
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Celebrating inclusion
The arrival of our Inclusion
Quality
Mark
plaque,
displaying
our progression to Centre of Excellence status,
was another opportunity
to celebrate and share
our news.

We are so proud of our
lovely plaque!

After all, only 200
schools in the UK
have this award
showing the level of
commitment
to
inclusive best practice required.

We sent our story and
photographs to local
newspapers,
The
Sunderland Echo and The
Northern Echo, to share our
happy news far and wide.

Happy International Nurse’s Day
In history this term, our
year 2 pupils are
studying the work of
Florence Nightingale and
the legacy she left
behind
for
the
profession of nursing.

Our Y2’s lovely cards
spreading joy in the NHS

This past year, more
than any other, we have
come to see how reliant
we are on our wonderful NHS
staff in a crisis.
Year 2 have been fascinated to
learn how Florence set
professional standards for
nursing in hygiene and care–

the foundation for training
programmes today.
The children wanted to mark
International Nurse’s Day by
making and sending cards to
the respiratory ward of
the RVI in Newcastle
and the Derwent Clinic.

of physical and mental health.
We think Florence would be
exceptionally proud of her
profession today.

From the responses, we
saw that nurses are
both male and female,
are a range of nationalities,
some
wear
uniforms, some don’t;
and they specialise in a
whole range of different areas

A new colliery banner arrives in school
During the disruption of
the past 15 months, behind
the scenes, something
wonderful
has
been
created.

The banner will be unveiled to
its community in the summer
but here’s a tiny snapshot of a
familiar building!

West
Rainton
and
Leamside has a brand new
colliery banner and the
school are the lucky host
venue where it will hang
proudly.

The community has had at
least four different colliery
banners in the past but
most were recommissioned
from other villages or designed from catalogues.
Whilst retaining some of
the
original designs, the
new banner has a bespoke
and unmistakable identity
of West Rainton and
Leamside.

The banner has been
largely funded through the
Hargreaves's Open Cast
mine and Cllr Bill Kellett.
We can’t wait for everyone
to see it and share in this
proud moment of local
history.
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New beginnings and fond farewells
This term has been a big one for staffing
news. In a team that rarely changes, we are
saying goodbye to Mrs Morton, a muchloved teaching assistant who has been with
the school for 19 years.
She has made the difficult to decision to
begin retiring as she takes on the adventure
of a new coffee shop business in Leamside.
We thank her for her dedicated service to

the children of West Rainton and
wish her every success in future.
We also had lovely news when Miss
Kelly announced she was expecting
her first baby, a boy, due in September. Miss Kelly will leave us in the
summer to go on maternity leave
which means someone new gets to
join our WRPS team for a while.

Looking good, feeling great!
We understand that the pandemic has
changed habits in many areas and we
have made significant allowances for
that over the past year.
We have been working incredibly hard
in school to re-establish good behaviour for learning, good attendance,
good attitudes to work etc and we
know this work is going to continue into
next year.
One area that we do need parents’
support with in particular, is uniform.

We have quite a few children attending
school in clothing and footwear that
does not meet our uniform policy. Now
that the shops are reopen and our
freedoms are increased, we do want to
end the year with a push on correct
uniform.
Children need smart black shoes for
school; not trainers, as well as correct
uniform and full PE kit. We also need
to see a return to no jewellery,
especially earrings, please.

We would love to see
everyone in school
shoes next half term.

Dementia Action Week with Y3
As you know, we value our
friendships with the residents of Springfield Lodge
very highly and, despite
the pandemic, we’ve been
determined to keep in
touch.
For the second year
running, we are working
with Woven Nest Theatre
company on an 18-month
project where children and
residents work together to
produce a drama piece on
a topic that they feel
strongly about.

We also marked National
Dementia Action Week in
May by sharing an emotional and powerful story called
‘The Remember Balloons’
with the children.
From the story, the children
wrote questions
for the residents of Springfield to share in
their memories
and get them
talking
about
the past.

The balloons sparked
conversation at Springfield
Lodge
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Early writing across EYFS
Summer term of nursery is all
about school readiness in
preparation for that next big
step in education.
Our pupils develop this
readiness in all sorts of ways
from dressing for PE, doing up
their own coats, being able to
recognise their own name and
eventually beginning to write
sounds and simple words that
mean something to them.

Nursery building
early writing skills

There are so many steps prior
to picking up a pen and writing
which is why you see pupils

doing activities such as
dough disco, squiggle
whilst you wiggle and
funky fingers.

independent writing skills by
putting up posters around
school to look for a lost
grasshopper!

This progresses into
reception
where
children
use
their
phonics knowledge to
write CVC words such as
dog, tip, bin etc. before
moving on to simple
sentences.
Reception
children have recently
been practising their

A focus on the subject of music
Here at West Rainton, we are so proud
of the broad and ambitious curriculum
we offer our children. We thought
parents might like to hear about each
subject we offer in a special newsletter
feature.

7 notes which the children learn to read
from the stave. They also build up a singing
repertoire, focusing on dynamics in music
and learning to sing in rounds and
harmonies.

Music in our school is led by Mrs
Struthers who oversees a fun,
challenging and diverse subject in
which children gain a secure
understanding of rhythm, playing
untuned instruments such as drums
and other percussion items in EYFS
and KS1.

Throughout their studies, children also
listen to and appraise pieces of music,
compose their own simple pieces and also
have regular opportunities to perform.

It is vitally important that you regularly check that the information we
hold on you and your children is up
to date.

If you’d like to see more of our music
provision,
please visit the curriculum
section of our website.

We send out annual data collection
sheets for basic details but we understand things may change in
between.
Any changes to addresses, contact
numbers, relative lists, medical information and people who are able to
collect your child must be given to us
at the earliest opportunity.

In KS2, these skills progress into tuned
instruments
using up to

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice…


Are you keeping your
details and permissions
up to date?

See how we marked the end of another incredible year


Look at the subject of history in WRPS


Share in our sporting activities

Also, if your permissions for your
child to have photos/videos taken
have changed, it is important to let
us know.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
data correct and secure.
Please see our website for copies of
our privacy
statements for
parents.

