
I think all of us were hoping that the end 

of this academic year would be a lot 

different to last year, and we are bitterly 

disappointed that it has ended the way it 

has.  

The year has brought us so many       

positives, not least the way we’ve     

managed to ensure our learners have 

caught up as much as possible.  

Yet again, our brilliant children have had 

to face isolation and online learning, 

missing out on fun end of year events.   

Our nursery graduates faced a few    

disruptions in the run-up to their special 

day. 

The toughest news to take was when our 

Y5/6 bubble 

popped with 

exactly ten 

days left until 

the final day, 

meaning our 

wonderful Y6s 

don’t get the 

whole-school 

send off they 

deserve.  

After seven 

years in the 

school, we all 

wanted to 

show them 

how highly we think of them and to wish 

Parting is such sweet sorrow... 
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Dates for your diary: 

 

 

 Friday 16th July 2021- School 

and nursery break up for      

summer 

 

 Mon 19th– Thurs 22nd July 2021

– enrichment club activities 9am 

till 2:30pm.  

 

 Thursday 2nd September 2021– 

school and nursery begins for all 

pupils.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

19th and 20th July 2021 

 

Teacher training days planned for 

next academic year: 

Wednesday 1st September 2021 

Friday 17th December 2021 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Friday 20th May 2022  

Monday 6th June 2022 

them well on their next steps. We will be 

making a big fuss of them, in an          

alternative way, and hopefully, many of 

them will come and join us for the     

enrichment fun days next week.  

In so many ways, this year has been 

tougher in school than last year. It has 

taught us all so much about ourselves in 

terms of the resilience we need to keep 

overcoming setbacks.  

As we close this chapter in school, we 

look ahead to an ever-brighter future. 

Stay strong. Stay hopeful. Stay positive.  

We’ll get there together.  



Since March 2020, the staff of 

WRPS have moved heaven and 

earth to make sure they’ve 

done everything possible to 

keep the children safe and 

learning in school.   

They’ve avoided their own 

families, limited where they’ve 

gone (even when allowed) and 

stuck to endless risk assess-

ments for the past 16 months.  

It was no surprise then, that 

when the call to get jabbed 

came, our staff jumped at the 

opportunity. Not only that, 

they all took commemorative 

photos to document this part 

of school history in our      

archives! 

been like to will those 

teams to victory.  

All children gave it their all 

and thoroughly enjoyed 

their day (and the 

obligatory ice cream 

treat afterwards!) 

We hope to see you 

back here sharing in 

these moments next 

year.  

It is one of the biggest 

crowd-pullers of the 

year and this year’s 

event would have been 

a spectacular one.   

Going into the final tug-

of-war event, three teams 

were tied on 153 points to 

take the shield. We could 

just imagine what the roar 

from the crowd would have 

Well done to all of our  

brilliant houses for a hard-

fought event.  

Staff are jab-happy!  

Sports’ day 2021 

Sadly, as we know, the team 

fell just one step short of  

securing the trophy and the 

children also experienced their 

first real taste of that familiar 

feeling of disappointment.  

In so many ways though, the 

team lifted us at a time when 

we needed distraction. They 

also give us hope of more 

success to come. It felt good 

to have a team to be proud of, 

and who can compete at the 

very highest level.  

On to the World Cup!  

Football came home (it just forgot to bring the trophy!) 

After so many setbacks this 

year, it was great to have 

something for the entire   

nation to get behind in this 

year’s European                

Championship.  

As England progressed from 

the groups into the knockout 

stages, hope and support  

began to build in school.  

The children got their first real 

taste of what it is like to will 

the team to victory and we 

had a wonderful celebration 

day in school when they made 

the final.  

Page 2 West Rainton Primary Voice 

Moorhouse are the proud 

winners of the shield in 2021! 

Here are our Y4 honorary  

captains for the day. 

Doing our bit to keep  

everyone safe and bring 

an end to this.  

Our children were inspired by 

the England team 

performance 



Another half-term brought about more 

news from our staff as we say goodbye and 

good luck to our reception teacher, Mrs 

McVicar, who is leaving us to begin a new 

business venture. We are sure you will wish 

her every success, as we do, in her cookie-

baking business.  

We also had more baby news as Mrs      

Newham is delighted to announce she is 

expecting her first baby in  

January 2022. She will be  

leaving us for a while on        

maternity in December with 

our very warmest                 

congratulations.  

She joins Miss Kelly who will 

leave us this week to start her 

maternity leave in September.  

families. As one Derwent 

Hill staff member said to 

Mrs Mac, ‘You must just 

have to pinch yourself all 

the time over how good you 

kids are. It’s not what we 

usually see.’  

We’re already planning next 

year’s trip so 

make sure 

you’re signed 

up by the end 

of term if you 

want a place for 

2022.  

We were so pleased to be 

able to take our y5/6    

children on the much-

anticipated residential 

weekend to Derwent Hill in  

The Lakes.  

17 brave adventurers 

swung through trees, slid 

down gorges, jumped into 

lakes and climbed great 

heights over an action-

packed two days.  

The children were an abso-

lute pleasure to take away 

and a credit to their      

New beginnings and fond farewells 

Derwent Hill 2021 
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What a fabulous weekend 

we had!  

School shoes (not 

trainers) will be 

expected in 

September 

Looking good, feeling great! 

We understand that the pandemic has  

changed habits in many areas and we 

have made significant allowances for 

that over the past year.  

 We have been working incredibly hard 

in school to re-establish good behav-

iour for learning, good attendance, 

good attitudes to work etc and we 

know this work is going to continue into 

next year.  

One area that we do need parents’  

support with in particular, is uniform. 

We understand the wish to not go out 

and buy new things in the run up to 

summer, but for the new term in     

September we will be returning to our 

full uniform policy with no exceptions.  

It is time to get back to normal practise 

in school which means smart clothing 

and footwear from the outset.  

Flat, black school shoes (not trainers or 

boots) will be expected from the      

children’s return, please.  



traveler history month.  

Our history planning is broad, ambitious 

and diverse, ensuring our children hear 

about positive and negative influences on 

how the world has been shaped into the 

one they’ll inherit.  

In 2020, Miss Kelly spent an extensive  

budget on creating our own resources   

boxes with exciting artefacts and costumes 

to bring history to life. The children love 

these and it really helps to get the learning 

to ‘stick’.  

In more normal circumstances, our history 

provision is backed up by lots of exciting 

trips, visits and experiences in school too. 

We hope to return to that very soon.  

Here at West Rainton, we are so proud 

of the broad and ambitious curriculum 

we offer our children. We thought  

parents might like to hear about each 

subject we offer in a special newsletter 

feature.  

History in our school is led by Miss 

Kelly and is carefully structured to  

introduce children to key aspects of 

British and World history including key 

figures and events.  

We are very passionate about our  

children understanding their own local 

and cultural history too which is why 

we devote so much time to the coal-

mining industry, the Durham Light 

Infantry, St Cuthbert and the Cathedral  

as well as special projects to celebrate 

A focus on the subject of history 

Nursery graduates leave us in style! 

It’s always the highlight of the 

nursery calendar– graduation 

day!  

Our little ones look forward to 

the day when they get to don 

the emerald green cap and 

gown, and proudly show family 

members how ready they are 

for school.  

This cohort have built a 

lovely bond as a class and 

we are sure there are many 

successes ahead as they 

take their next steps.  

At their graduation event,  

parents were able to see  

and hear about their 

favourite memories of 

nursery as well as their 

ambitions for the future. 

Well done to our nursery 

graduates!   

Nursery graduates 

2020 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how a new academic year has begun 

 Look at the subject of RHE in WRPS 

 Share in our plans for autumn term 
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you regu-

larly check that the information we 

hold on you and your children is up 

to date.  

We send out annual data collection 

sheets for basic details but we under-

stand things may change in    be-

tween.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 

numbers, relative lists, medical infor-

mation and people who are able to 

collect your child must be given to us 

at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 

child to have   photos/videos taken 

have changed, it is important to let 

us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 

data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 

our privacy           statements for 

parents. 


