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Dates for your diary:

It’s so good to be back!
 Friday 22nd October– Wear it
Pink day, coffee morning 8:3010am. Break up for half term.

 Monday 1st November– return
to school

 Week beginning Mon 8th
November– Book fair in school

 Thursday 25th November–
Christmas Fair 3:10pm.

 Wednesday 1st December– EYFS
The Nativity at 10am

 Thursday 2nd December– Y1 and
Y2 Nativity– Prickly Hay! at 10am

 Tuesday 7th & Wednesday 8th
December– KS2 show– The Lion
King Jr. 6pm.

 Tuesday 14th December– School
Christmas Lunch

 Wednesday 15th December–
panto trip to see Robin Hood.

 Thursday 16th December– carols
around the tree—9:15am, party
PM and break up for Christmas!
Teacher training days still to come
this academic year:
Friday 17th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Friday 8th April 2022
Friday 20th May 2022
Monday 6th June 2022

What a busy and vibrant start to the
school term it’s been!

them to rebuild their confidence and
their relationships with each other.

After 18 months of uncertainty and setbacks for us all, there does seem to be a
sense of renewed hope and optimism
that we are hopefully past the time of
significant
disruption
to
learning.

We also need to return to the very
highest expectations of attendance
which you can read more about inside
this newsletter. Never has it been more
important for children to make every
school day count.

It was
brilliant
welcoming
all of the
children
back into
school,
knowing all of the exciting things we
have planned for them this year. Our
usual calendar of events is planned out
and we hope to have our families
sharing in all of that with us within the
building this year.
We have many
key priorities
across the
coming year, not
least of all a
focus on
recovery of any
lost learning that
children have
faced. Alongside
this however, is an even bigger focus on
the children’s wellbeing and support for

For us, the launch of the new colliery
banner represented a moment to
separate what has come before from the
journey we have ahead of us. Having this
event so early in the school year, gave us
all something to celebrate and enjoy.
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Queen for the day!
Springfield
Lodge
invited us along to
share in a very special
occasion when our
friend, Hilda, celebrated
her 100th birthday!

Class 4 visit the birthday
Queen!

As we still have to keep
the residents safe, we
stayed outside and sang
to her from a distance.
We also clapped to 100 in
multiples of 10!
She loved the cards that each

child in the class had made for
her and very kindly showed us
the card she’d received from
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth.

A very happy 100th birthday,
Hilda!

The
resident
loved seeing the
children
again
and we promised
to be back again
soon to sing for
them. They sent
us
off
with
cupcakes for the
whole class.

Give thanks for the harvest
Harvest festival is a big
event in school.
Our reception children
look at how Christians
celebrate
harvest and
think about all of the fruit
and vegetables we like.

It was lovely to have Rev.
Holden back in school.

Along with their special
friends, they lead a special
harvest festival assembly for
parents to come along to.
The rest
contribute
collection,
we’ll be
friends at

of the school
to our harvest
which this year,
donating to our
Springfield Lodge

and local hospitals. It has also
been lovely to get back to
singing practice as a whole
school with our harvest songs.
As part of our RE curriculum
this term, Rev Holden has
been into school to talk to
pupils in reception
and Year2 about
harvest.
Year 1 have also
had a visit to St
Mary’s Church to
see
what
is
featured inside the
building.

The clubs are back!

Coaches from Gala Theatre
Stage School have been
working with some of our
children this term.

We are incredibly proud of
the clubs offer we have
here at WRPS. It really is an
exception, and not the
norm, to have such a widerange of opportunities for
children to take part in.

computing, early
years’ club and
gymnastics.
Dance and Relax
Kids’ clubs will
return in spring
term too.

Current clubs include,
football, booster, netball,
homework,
cookery,
drama,
construction,

We have such a
high uptake of club places
which is just brilliant!
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Introducing our school councillors
A return to normal routines has also meant
we can elect new school council
representatives for 21-22 academic year.

represent their class in each role.
The new councils will have their first
meetings before half-term and will
come up with new ideas about how
we can continue to strive for even
better outcomes for our school.

Pupil voice is highly valued in our school. So
much so, that we have three councils in our
school; school council, reading council and
eco-council.
The children in years 2 to 6, held democratic
votes to choose people who would best

Returning to our best attendance habits
For three consecutive years, prior to the
pandemic, we finally met and maintained
our 96% whole-school attendance target.
This is the recognised national expectation
for primary school attendance.
Our children are rewarded every week with
a raffle ticket if they have 5 days’ full
attendance. At the end of each term a huge
table of prizes is available for the children to
choose from when we do our draw.
As well as this, if we achieve 96% as a whole
-school we have an inflatables fun day on
our back field which is a great target to aim

for.
Attendance is a
legal responsibility of parents, and children,
whose attendance (outside of covid-related
events) remains a concern will be swiftly
acted upon to bring about improvement.
This begins with target-setting meetings but
can, in severe cases, lead to intervention
from the authority’s attendance team, fixed
penalty notices or even , in unimproved
cases, prosecution.

8 days or fewer is
the expected

level of absence
in a whole
primary school
year.

Early language and reading
It’s the cornerstone of all
other aspects of primary
education– reading!
With confident skills in
reading and comprehension, the whole curriculum
becomes
open
and
accessible to all learners.
This is why we place such a
huge importance on this
area.
In nursery, the children
begin
developing their
speaking and listening
skills to hear individual

sounds through methods
such as repeating or
predicting words in stories,
joining in with rhymes and
learning the first set of
sounds.
In reception, this very
quickly builds on to
blending and decoding
simple words using the
sounds learnt.
So many of our reception
children are already onto
their first reading book and
we love to see them

practicing their skills at home
with you.
Cuddling up with a story at
home,
helps
children
to
associate feelings
of warmth and
security
with
books, fostering
a lifelong love of
reading.

Phonics are off and rolling in
early years.
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Showtime is back with a bang!
There’s no business like show
business!
That’s certainly what we
believe here at WRPS, and we
missed it so much last year.
Taking part in a production
has so many benefits for
children, not least the impact on
confidence, social relationships and selfawareness.
Our nursery pre-school and
reception children will perform a traditional nativity play
near Christmas.

Rehearsal are
underway

This is built upon in year
1 and 2 where the children take the lead in
telling you the story of
Mary, Joseph and a very
special baby.

Rehearsal are well underway for all of our events,
and we can’t wait to have
you share in these magical
moments with us.

In KS2, this year’s
musical
production is ‘The
Lion King Jr.’ and
it promises to
bring
a
little
African heat to
our winter term!

A focus on the subject of RHE
Here at West Rainton, we are so proud of
the broad and ambitious curriculum we
offer to all of our pupils.

Equalities Act 2010– gender, race, religion or
belief, age, disability, marriage/civil partnerships being just some of these.

Relationships and Health Education falls
within the PSHE (personal, social, health
education) umbrella and has been
statutory since 2020. At West Rainton, it is
led by Mrs McDonough.

Our work in this subject is evidenced in class
scrapbooks, and our children love taking part in
discussions and broadening their world-views.

Within this subject, pupils learn, at an ageappropriate level, about a wide range of
topics including: people who care for us,
healthy
relationships, money matters,
human development,
internet safety,
physical and mental wellbeing, substance
misuse and, as they get older, puberty.
A key feature of this is ensuring our
children grow up ready to embrace a
positive life in 21st century Britain showing
understanding, respect and tolerance of
the nine protected characteristics of the

The curriculum empowers children to grow up
having a confident view of themselves and being
able to express their wants and needs. Alongside
the thought-provoking texts we read in English
lessons, these sessions also teach us that there is
no such thing as ‘normal’ and that uniqueness is
what makes us who we are and should be
celebrated!

Our Inclusion Quality Mark Award shows just
how well we deliver this crucial area of learning.
You can find out more about RHE, and its links to
safeguarding, by visiting the school website and
reading the RHE policy or looking at the
dedicated page for the subject.

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice…





See how our performances turned out



Look at the subject of science in WRPS
Share in the magical run-up to Christmas

Are you keeping your
details and permissions
up to date?
It is vitally important that you regularly check that the information we
hold on you and your children is up
to date.
We send out annual data collection
sheets for basic details but we understand things may change in
between.
Any changes to addresses, contact
numbers, relative lists, medical information and people who are able to
collect your child must be given to us
at the earliest opportunity.
Also, if your permissions for your
child to have photos/videos taken
have changed, it is important to let
us know.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
data correct and secure.
Please see our website for copies of
our privacy
statements for
parents.

