
It was such a fabulous week in school, 

last week, when we finally got to per-

form on stage for an audience again, 

after what feels like forever!  

The children of Key Stage 2 did not dis-

appoint the crowds, performing 5 times 

in 3 days to over 300 guests.  

The singing, dancing, acting and speaking 

on display this year was highly profes-

sional and way beyond the age of the 

children performing. They left everyone 

captivated and so, so proud!  

Since mid-October, the main cast, 

backed up by a full understudy cast, 

have given up their breaks, lunchtimes 

and after school every Friday 

to rehearse and perfect this 

iconic show. Now that it’s all 

over, they are craving their 

next theatrical challenge! 

There are certainly many chil-

dren in this group who could 

make a career in the enter-

tainment  business.   

Lion King Jr.  was a Roaring Success! 
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Dates for your diary: 

 

 

 Wednesday 15th December– 

panto trip to see Robin Hood.  

 

 Thursday 16th December– carols 

around the stable—9am, party 

PM and break up for Christmas!  

(Children to come into school in 

party clothes but with a warm 

coat!) 

 

 Wednesday 5th January– all 

children return to school to 

begin spring term.  

 

 Thursday 17th February– Valen-

tine’s Disco 4:30-6pm 

 

 Friday 18th February– break for 

half-term.  

Teacher training days still to come 

this academic year: 

Friday 17th December 2021 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Friday 8th April 2022 

Friday 20th May 2022 

Monday 6th June 2022 

 

 

We were so pleased to be able to have 

you share in the experience with us and 

wanted to thank you once again for your 

understanding and cooperation with 

guidance to ensure the show went 

ahead safely.  

Well done to every one of our cast mem-

bers. You have been brilliant throughout 

every rehearsal and blew us all away 

with the performances.  



What’s not to love when 3 and 

4 year olds dress up as angels, 

sheep and kings to sing and 

dance for us all?  

The children of our nursery 

and reception classes kicked 

off December in the cutest 

way possible with their Nativi-

ty play.  

It is always amazing to see 

children so young knowing 

where to stand , when to 

speak and all the words and 

actions to songs.  

Performing arts is a big part of 

our provision as we see the 

skills and confidence 

that this instills within 

the classroom. It is 

important to us that 

our children begin ex-

periencing this right 

from the start.  

Last year just wasn’t 

the same without you 

all here to share it so 

we are so pleased you were able 

to be with us this year.  

teeth coming through be-

hind them.  

This is also why we have a 

packed lunch policy so that 

children do not have sugary 

snacks on their teeth all 

day . Can we remind all 

parents that children 

should only have one treat 

item in their packed lunch 

per day (crisps OR biscuit/

cake) and they should not 

have any sweets, chocolate 

bars or sugary drinks.  

A huge part of the curricu-

lum in school, particularly 

in early years, focuses on 

how we keep ourselves 

healthy. The health of our 

teeth is a big part of that 

which is why nursery and 

reception children spend a 

lot of time looking at how 

to take care of their teeth.  

Even in our older children, 

we stress how important it 

is to take care of baby 

teeth as their health can 

seriously damage the adult 

The cutest nativity in town!  

Brushing up on oral health 

different types of 

waste we create 

and what happens 

to it after we throw 

it in the bin or recy-

cling box.  

We got some nice 

recycled gifts too!  

A visit from the waste recycling team 

Year 2 enjoyed a visit 

from Durham County 

Council’s waste manage-

ment team recently. 

They came in to talk to 

the children about how 

we can all help the envi-

ronment by doing our 

own small bit.  

We learnt about the 

Page 2 West Rainton Primary Voice 

Nursery children brush their 

teeth every day to start their 

session  

Nursery and reception did 

a wonderful job in their 

Nativity play 

We learnt how important it is 

to recycle all that we can.  



Our Year 3 children have enjoyed a magical 

project this term as we’ve exchanged hand-

made Christmas decorations with 28 other 

schools from across Europe. Gifts and infor-

mation came from as far afield as Lithuania, 

Bulgaria, France, Spain, Austria, Poland, Ger-

many, Italy and Portugal.  

Within our weekly languages sessions, we’ve 

loved learning about the cultures and tradi-

tions that we have in common with our Eu-

ropean friends. We’ve also learnt lots of 

new customs.  

It was very exciting when we were able 

to decorate our tree in school.  

tured many hoedown 

themed songs.  

The behavior and attitudes 

the children displayed to 

perform to such a high 

standard were outstanding. 

We know our Year 2 pupils 

are very excited to take part 

in a musical performance 

next year. We are confident 

that the future of our pro-

ductions looks to be in safe 

hands!   

We are so proud of our 

Year 1 and 2 pupils for 

their fantastic Nativity per-

formance, ‘Prickly Hay’.  

Considering these children 

have missed out on memo-

rable early years’ Nativity 

experiences, they did a 

very professional job learn-

ing lots of lines, songs and 

dance routines.  

Prickly hay told the tradi-

tional story of the birth of 

Jesus through the eyes of a 

busy stable-girl and it fea-

A European Christmas decoration exchange 

Nothing prickly about KS1’s performance! 

Page 3 West Rainton Primary Voice—Issue 57 

Y1/2 Nativity was a toe-

tapping treat! 

Our European 

Christmas tree is 

the final result of 

a beautiful 

learning 

experience.  

We welcome Miss Moss to the team 
As we prepare to say goodbye for a while to 

Mrs Newham as she begins her maternity 

leave in January, we are delighted to       

welcome Mrs Moss to the WRPS family.  

Miss Moss is an experienced teacher and 

has been working with us since October, in 

the role of a tutor as we work to catch up 

gaps in learning due to the       pandemic.  

The children are already very familiar with 

her and she has been working hard      

alongside Mrs Newham to ensure she can 

take over Year 2 teaching seamlessly.  

We wish Mrs Newham all the very best as 

she embarks on a new adventure and look 

forward to welcoming her back in a year.  



the subject of science, including 

Durham University, Durham County 

Council, The Ogden Trust and Artichoke 

(the creators of Lumiere in Durham).  

Science in our school is led by Mrs New-

ham and she has designed an ambitious 

and progressive programme of study 

for our pupils so that they leave us with 

a broad range of skills and scientific 

knowledge in readiness for secondary 

school and beyond.  

If you’d like to know more about what 

we study, please visit the curriculum 

section on our website and follow the 

links to science.   

We are very lucky here at West 

Rainton to have passionate leaders 

in all curriculum areas in school, 

who care deeply about providing 

eh best learning experiences in 

every subject.  

Science is a subject that children 

find fascinating and fun. It is usual-

ly a very practical subject with lots 

of experiments and tests being  

designed and carried out. It is    

important to us that our children 

get to work scientifically and we 

share with them the many jobs and 

careers that an interest in science 

can lead to.  

We have excellent partnerships in 

A focus on the subject of science 

Christmas fun in nursery 

It is such a magical 

time when we can 

see our little ones all 

lit up with excite-

ment over the run-

up to Christmas.  

Nursery have been 

carrying out lots of 

Christmas-themed 

activities over the 

past few weeks to 

practise their core skills.  

They continue to practise key 

vocabulary and early reading 

skills as well as lots of 

finger-strengthening 

activities in readiness for 

writing.  

When they return in 

spring, they will be 

getting well into phonics 

and number as they  

approach reception 

class.  

They are excited about 

having a Polar express 

day before we break for 

the holidays . Rumour 

Our two-year old 

group decorated 

Nursery’s Christmas 

tree 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

 See how the return to school goes in spring 

 Look at the subject of maths in WRPS 

 Share in the plans we have for the new year ahead 
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you regu-

larly check that the information we 

hold on you and your children is up 

to date.  

We send out annual data collection 

sheets for basic details but we under-

stand things may change in    be-

tween.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 

numbers, relative lists, medical infor-

mation and people who are able to 

collect your child must be given to us 

at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 

child to have   photos/videos taken 

have changed, it is important to let 

us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 

data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 

our privacy           statements for 

parents. 

has it that the main man, 

Santa Claus, may be drop-

ping into class later this 

week!  


