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Dates for your diary:
 Thursday 7th April– break up for
Easter holidays

 Monday 25th April– Return to
school and nursery

 Monday 2nd May– bank holiday
(school CLOSED) Italian
Farmhouse school fundraiser
event

 Monday 9th May– Friday 13th
May– Y6 SATS week

 Monday 16th– Thursday 19th
May– Y2 SATS week

 Friday 20th May– SCHOOL
CLOSED—Y5/6 Derwent Hill residential trip

 Friday 27th May– Break up for
half term.

 Tuesday 7th June– Return to
school and nursery
Teacher training days still to come
this academic year:
Friday 8th April 2022
Friday 20th May 2022
Monday 6th June 2022

Easter fun returns!
As the long, cold winter begins to turn
slowly to the warmth and promise of
springtime, we have seen a welcome
return to the much-loved Easter traditions that we’ve missed the past two
years.
Across all classes, from nursery to Y6,
the children have also been covering
Easter in their RE learning. Understanding cultural and religious traditions in
Britain is an important part of our curriculum and the children have demonstrated a great understanding of the story as
well as the symbolic meaning behind
many Easter traditions. In reception, the
children made a beautiful miniature
Easter garden, featuring Jesus’ tomb
and cross. In class 6, the children looked
at the symbols of spring such as eggs,
lambs, flowers etc. as links to the promise of new life after the resurrection of
Christ.

The children all took part in a decorated
egg competition which was judged by
one of our governors.

We also had many creative entries to
our Easter bonnet competition– every
one of them was spectacular! So much
so, that we felt they all deserved a prize
to recognise the effort that had gone
into them.
Our Easter fair made a great comeback
with so many family members coming in
to enjoy the games, treats and prizes.
We would like
to thank our
families so
much for the
generous
support you’ve
given us this
term and to
wish you all a
happy Easter
break.
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We love yoga!

The whole school experienced yoga sessions.

As part of our fantastic PE
provision, we arranged staff
training with Yoga in Schools.

strate
their
‘good
sitting’ pose in assembly.

All staff are now trained to
deliver yoga sessions to
children from nursery to Y6.

We
have
since
purchased our own set
of mats and have an
after-school
club
starting after the Easter
break.

The scheme teaches fundamentals of yoga such as classic
poses, visualization, breathing
techniques and relaxation but
all through games and stories.
The children absolutely loved
the session and often demon-

Just another way we
support
children’s
physical development
and mental wellbeing.

Year 2 experience Durham Cathedral
Our year 2 class enjoyed
learning about Saint Cuthbert,
one
of
the
prominent
Northern Saints, and the
reason for Durham Cathedral’s
existence.

Y2 retold the story of St
Cuthbert in the majestic
setting of the Cathedral.

The
class
wowed
the
education
staff
at
the
cathedral with their expert
knowledge on the facts about
his life and journey to
Durham.
Everyone played an active part
in retelling the story by dressing up as a character or carrying an artefact as a pilgrim

visiting his burial place.
At the shrine of St Cuthbert,
we lit a candle and had a
moment of reflection about
the exemplary life he would
want us to follow.
We finished off our visit by
designing
stained
glass
windows and visiting the gift
shop.
Well done, Year 2, on your
fantastic RE learning this term.

World Book Day 2022
What a brilliant day we had
celebrating World Book
Day once again!

A day to celebrate
books!

The
children
really
embraced their favourite
literary characters and
stories, bringing them to
life for the day in school.
Across the school, many
stories were shared in
classes,
as
children

demonstrated a love of
books and being read to.
We even had an assembly
led by our very own
Trunchbull!
We hope you have spent
your World Book Day
voucher
on
another
wonderful story to add to
your collection.
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The Gala dance squad smash it!
Following on from our amazing intra-school
dance assembly last half-term, we were delighted to take almost 40 pupils from across
Key Stage 2 to participate in the Durham Primary Dance Festival at the Gala Theatre.
Class 6 performed their ‘believer’ routine,
showing great self-confidence and synchronization in their choreography.

routine in a contemporary style.
It was brilliant to have our parents and
family members cheering us on from the
upstairs of the theatre. We’re sure you’ll
agree you witnessed two outstanding
performances.

This was backed up with a mixed-age squad for
Y3-6, performing a routine to ‘Speechless’ from
the Disney movie, Aladdin. This was an emotive

Looking ahead to assessment season
Statutory assessment returns, for the
first time since 2019, in the final term.
Our Y6 and Y2 cohorts will both sit SAT
tests in reading, maths and grammar,
punctuation and spelling before the
half-term break. Y6 are looking forward
to the slap-up breakfast menu on offer
each morning of their assessment week
in May!
This is swiftly followed by the phonics
check in Y1 and the multiplication

tables check in Y4 which sees pupils
tested against the clock to recall facts
up to 12x12.
Obviously, these tests are very
important as they are a good indicator
of the effectiveness of our provision
and how well the children are doing. At
WRPS, however, we work very hard to
ensure they are not a source of stress
or pressure for our pupils. In fact, most
of our children report how much they
enjoy doing tests!

Artwork fit for a Queen!
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is an
event that will be marked in every
village the length and breadth of the
country in June. In West Rainton, the
annual Big Lunch, held in St Mary’s
church grounds, will be dedicated to
the occasion, and we were asked to
commission a bespoke art piece for
the event.
Emma Shankland, the artist who
created our wonderful mining
banner, came in to work with the
children over two days to bring their
drawings of nature to life on fabric
panels.

Using a technique called paste batik, the
children ‘drew’ their designs on day one,
before leaving them to dry overnight. The
cloths were then painted on day two,
creating our own ‘river of hope’; an image
depicting the children’s wishes for the
future of our planet in another 70 years’
time.

Pupils working with
Emma Shankland, our
visiting artist.

Page 4

West Rainton Primary Voice

Nursery stay and play
It was lovely to see so many of our
nursery parents come to join us for
a session prior to the Easter break.
The children love to share what they
do with you and it offers a real insight into what we get up to to
prepare your children for school.

pupils in preparation for reading,
writing and speaking .
Many of our pre-school group
have also started Read Write Inc.
sessions and are mastering the
first 10 sounds : m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p,
g and o.

Please park respectfully
Since the site outside of school was decommissioned as a lollipop patrol site,
the safety of our pupils on a morning and night is reliant on you, as parents,
to park responsibly and safely when dropping off and collecting.
Please avoid the zigzag markings and any corners of junctions that can
impede the view of other drivers.
We are not legally permitted to patrol this area, so we rely on everyone
showing consideration for our pupils on foot, as well as other road-users.
Summer term usually sees a higher volume of pupils coming to school on foot
or by bike/scooter which is always welcome, although we do love to see our
pupils wearing helmets if cycling.

This term, we really appreciated
your help to support the children in
decorating eggs for their class
competition. It may have been a bit
messy but also a lot of fun!

Durham Big Meeting
We need a big group of children and
families to march with us at this year’s
Big Meeting in Durham on Saturday
9th July.

We are so impressed with how our
nursery children are thriving in our
newly– accredited ‘communication
friendly setting’. This requires a
dedication to promoting communication and language in our youngest

A focus on the subject of art and design
Here at West Rainton, we are so proud of the
broad and ambitious curriculum we offer to all
of our pupils.
The subject of art is led by Mrs McDonough and
forms one of four branches of the school’s arts
provision, alongside dance, drama and music.
Fostering children’s creativity and expressive
thought are major intentions of our curriculum.
Over time, children are exposed to many different media, artists and styles such as clay, batik,
textiles, printing, paint, drawing, collage, silkpainting, sculpture and digital art. By upper Key
Stage 2, these experiences lead to children being
able to make informed independent choices for
their own work.
Working with professional artists and art venues
is also very important to our provision. We want
children to experience the potential career paths
that the subject can lead to. We have two dedicated governors who oversee the subject of arts
and culture in school. They love to meet with
pupils and hear about their work.

Exhibiting work is also pivotal to this subject and we
ensure all children have opportunities to showcase their
work on a local level at events such as our annual village
show, or even nationally when our Y6 pupils had work
chosen for The National Gallery’s ‘Take One Picture’
exhibition.
On top of the curriculum, the subject is enhanced with
the optional offer to all pupils in KS2 to take part in Arts
Award accredited modules run by Trinity College,
London. The children must demonstrate self-directed
study in one or more art forms and produce an evidence
portfolio which is then assessed. This year, we have
around 25 pupils studying for their first Arts Award
certificate.
As arts lead, Mrs McDonough is also responsible for
ensuring the school continues to work towards its
Artsmark status through a rigorous action plan. Currently
the school holds Gold award but is looking towards
Platinum in 2023.
If you would like to read more about our arts provision,
Arts Award or Artsmark, please visit the curriculum page
of our website.

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice…





See how our trip to Derwent Hill went



Look at the subject of English in WRPS

Look ahead to the final half-term when we say farewell to another year

Not only is it the debut year for West
Rainton and Leamside’s stunning new
banner, we are also being followed on
the day by a film-maker who is producing a film about British cultural
events.
Please see Mrs Mac to reserve your
seats on the free bus to and from the
village.

Are you keeping your
details and permissions
up to date?
It is vitally important that you regularly check that the information we
hold on you and your children is up
to date.
We send out annual data collection
sheets for basic details but we understand things may change in
between.
Any changes to addresses, contact
numbers, relative lists, medical information and people who are able to
collect your child must be given to us
at the earliest opportunity.
Also, if your permissions for your
child to have photos/videos taken
have changed, it is important to let
us know.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
data correct and secure.
Please see our website for copies of
our privacy
statements for
parents.

