
 

As the whole nation prepares to          
celebrate a momentous occasion, we 
have been doing our bit in school to  
create Jubilee memories. 

This half-term holiday, The Queen will 
officially mark her 70th year on the 
throne and the children have loved learn-
ing about the significance of this achieve-
ment.  

We have been looking at how she sets 
an example to follow in so many ways, 
including her dedication to service and 
her interest in other cultures and       
customs.  

Our red, white and blue themed after-
noon tea party was a spectacular way to 
end our half-term. The        children 
enjoyed an outdoor tea     party, recre-
ating the street scenes from events past 
such as VE Day and the Coronation.  

Judith and Charlene, our lovely kitchen 
staff, pulled out all the stops to make us 
sandwiches, sausage rolls, vol-au-vents, 

An event fit for a Queen!  
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Dates for your diary: 

 

• Friday 27th May– Break up for 
half term.  

 

• Tuesday 7th June– Return to 
school and nursery 

 

• Tuesday 14th June (1pm)
Athletics records day 

 

• Tuesday 21st June (9am) Sports 
day 

 

• Tuesday 28th June (9am) Sports 
day– RESERVE DATE -ONLY IF 
RAINED OFF ON 21st 

 

• Saturday 2nd July– London trip 
Y5/6 

 

• Saturday 9th July– Durham    
Miners’ Gala 

 

• Wednesday 22nd June 4:30pm-
6pm- Summer disco (all school 
pupils plus nursery children who 
start school in September) 

 

• Thursday 21st July– break up 
for summer 

 
Teacher training days still to come 
this academic year: 
Monday 6th June 2022 
 
Teacher training days planned for 
NEXT academic year: 
Monday 5th September 2022 
Wednesday 4th January 2023 
Friday 19th May 2023 
Friday 21st July 2023 

fairy cakes and a proper cup of English 
tea!  

The children learnt the National    An-
them, and sang it enthusiastically be-
neath our new flagpole complete with a 
commemorative Jubilee Union flag.  

They were also gifted a memento of the 
occasion when every pupil was given a 
Jubilee teddy bear from West Rainton 
and Leamside’s Parish Council.  

The fence outside of school has been 
decorated to participate in the village 
celebrations which culminate with a Big 
Lunch event in St Mary’s Church 
grounds on Sunday 5th June. We’d love 
to see lots of our children and families 
there. 

 



 

  It’s never too early to begin 
learning about our planet’s 
precious resources and nurse-
ry marked ‘national bee day’ 
with a session all about our 
buzzing buddies.  

The children enjoyed reading 
about bees and how         
important they are to our 
planet. They made beautiful 
bee print pictures by painting 

each others’ feet in stripes of 
black and yellow.  

Snack time involved trying 
some honey on bread which 
the children loved.  

Outside, they’ve been thinking 
about how they can encourage 
bees into the garden by plant-
ing and tending some flowers 
and herbs in the nursery gar-
den.  

What great habits to have so 
young!  

ed when the children went 
along to sing, and classics 
like ‘Oh When the Saints 
Go Marching in’ got every-
body dancing along.  

This coincided with Demen-
tia Action Week, which is 
something we try to ensure 
our children have a good 
awareness of as they reach 
key stage 2.  

One of the things we’ve 
missed most in the past 
two years are our visits to 
Springfield Lodge.  

Year 3 were finally able 
to go in and visit them 
again recently, as part of 
an arts project they’ve 

been doing with Woven 
Nest Theatre Company.  

The residents were delight-

 

  

Nursery celebrate national bee day! 

A return to Springfield Lodge visits 

Over the 2 days, the children 
completed a hill climb, canoed 
on Derwentwater, took on the 
big swing and scrambled down 
Stoneycroft gorge.  

The Sunderland fans in the 
group also caught little bits of 
the Wembley match 
in      between activi-
ties on a big screen 
which Derwent Hill 
set up for us.  

Experiences like this 
would not be possible 
w i t h o u t  t h e          
generosity of parents 

and the dedication of staff to  
give up their weekend.  

What a credit to their families 
this year’s cohort were! We are 
already booked for 2023 and 
can’t wait for our next adven-
ture.  

Derwent Hill 2022 

It is the highlight of the 
Y5/6 calendar– once the 
SATs are done and dust-
ed– a weekend trip to 
Derwent Hill in the Lake 
District.  

The 25 children who 
signed up for the experi-
ence were an absolute 
pleasure to take away. 
T h e i r  m a n n e r s ,         

behavior, effort and support of 
one  ano the r  wa s  s o             
outstanding that every      
Derwent Hill staff member 
commented on it.  
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It was great to be 
back in Springfield 

Lodge 

Nursery enjoy printing bee 
pictures with their feet!  

25 Y5/6 pupils had a Derwent 

Hill Adventure 



 

Operation Encompass is just one part of our 
safeguarding procedures in school. The national 
scheme, which schools sign up to creates a link 
between police and school to support   pupils 
who may be victims of    domestic abuse.  

Under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, a child 
who sees, hears or experiences the effects of  
domestic abuse– physical, emotional,           
controlling or coercive, or economic, is classed 
as a victim in their own right.  

Under operation Encompass, if police are    

involved in an incident which children 
may have been present at, school is  
notified, without giving details, so that 
the children can be closely supported. 

We have been participants in this      
partnership for over 10 years now and it 
is just one of many ways that we       
support our pupils’ safety and wellbeing.  

on a tractor and trailer which was 
great fun!  

They’ve been writing about their visit 
back in class and described it as ‘my 
bestest day ever’! 

We were so proud to hear that all of 
the staff at the farm were astounded 
by the behavior, conduct and manners 
of our children. We know they’re    
gorgeous; it’s just lovely when      
someone else tells us so!  

They were a credit to our school and 
to you at home.   

The topic of learning in reception 
at the moment is life cycles.  

As well as rearing their own 
froglets and butterflies, observing 
the metamorphoses up close, the 
children also had their end of year 
trip to Hall Hill Farm to look at 
animals and their young.  

The class enjoyed petting rabbits 
and guinea pigs, feeding the lambs 
and watching the chicks in their 
incubator. 

They also had a windswept ride 

What is Operation Encompass? 

Reception’s trip to the farm 
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Reception pupils on 
their trip to the farm.  

Arts Award produces some stunning pieces 

Pupils in Years 3-6 have the option to 

participate in an additional                

accreditation called Arts Award which 

recognises any extra-curricular activity 

in the arts.  

The children have to commit to around 

25-30 hours of additional evidence 

gathering in any artform they like to 

demonstrate their knowledge and skill. 

Once moderated externally, the chil-

dren are awarded with a certificate 

which can build in secondary school 

towards module credits.  

We have had artists this year creating 

work on sculpture, fashion design, 

dance, photography and animation.  

There is an abundance of artistic talent 

at West Rainton Primary.  

 



 

texts which we intend our children to experience and 
study throughout their time with us. Many of the texts 
we choose also have a moral, cultural or social message 
too.  

Because of how accurately the texts are matched to the 
pupils, the writing that children are able to produce really 
shines. Grammar, punctuation and spelling patterns are 
taught and revisited weekly in short, swift tasks. Children 
also get daily opportunities to practice speaking and 
listening skills too.  

This year, we have had two author visits, and many   
opportunities to see drama in action in live performances 
both in school and in other venues.  

Children are assessed in statutory national tests in Y1 
phonics, and Y2 and Y6 reading and grammar             
assessments.  To boost confidence, there are many activi-
ties on Busythings which children can access from home 
for free. They also all have login details for Spellingshed, 
which helps children to repeat and recognise spelling 
patterns.  

English is taught for at least an hour per day, but the 
skills are revisited in most subjects each day.   

We are incredibly proud of the broad and    
balanced curriculum offer the pupils at West 
Rainton receive.  

A key component of that provision, is in the 
subject of English, led in school by Mrs Firth.  

Reading is key to the entire curriculum as it 
opens doors to be able to access all other    
subjects. That is why such a big emphasis is 
placed on children reading each night and why 
speech, language, communication and phonics 
are so important in the first 4 years of nursery 
and school.  

Children in nursery begin to ‘read’ by inferring 
from images and sharing stories with their teach-
ers. They also begin to learn the first 10 set 1 
sounds. This is built upon hugely in reception 
and Year 1 in Read Write Inc. sessions, the    
progression and quality of which is monitored by 
Mrs Maddox.  By this time, children can read 
and write sentences, communicating their ideas 
with growing confidence and independence.  

Across the school, we have a set collection of 

A focus on the subject of English 

A bittersweet reunion for the class of 1949 

too happy to carry out Ray’s wishes.  
 
T en  c l a s sma t e s ,  a nd  f am i l y              
representatives gathered in the     
sunshine to reminisce and look at old 
documents and photos.  

 
Some of our current pupils enjoyed 
interviewing the visitors, some of whom 
had travelled from as far as Bolton and 
The Wirral to be there.  
 
In Ray’s memory, school have commis-
sioned a new plaque which will be award-
ed to the Y6 leaver 
each year who has 
shown the greatest 
love of reading; a 
passion of Ray’s 
that remained with 
him his entire life.  
 

It was a  day of mixed emotions when the 
class of Leamside County Mixed School 
1949 returned to their former classrooms 
in the year they all turn 80.  
 
The event came about after a Facebook 
group was started during the pandemic by 
Ray Bates, a West Rainton lad who had 
relocated to Essex in his working life.  
 
Over two years, Ray reconnected with 
many classmates and contacted school to 
see if we would host a reunion in May. 
Sadly, Ray died suddenly earlier this year.  
His family were determined that the reun-
ion should still go ahead and we were only 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

• See what we got up to on our London trip 

• Look at the subject of languages in WRPS 

• Share in our end of year celebrations for graduates and leavers 
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Are you keeping your 

details and permissions 

up to date? 

It is vitally important that you regu-
larly check that the information we 
hold on you and your children is up 
to date.  

We send out annual data collection 
sheets for basic details but we under-
stand things may change in    be-
tween.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 
numbers, relative lists, medical infor-
mation and people who are able to 
collect your child must be given to us 
at the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your 
child to have   photos/videos taken 
have changed, it is important to let 
us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 
data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 
our privacy           statements for 
parents. 

 
 

Durham Big Meeting 
We need a big group of children and 

families to march with us at this year’s 

Big Meeting in Durham on Saturday  

9th July.  

Not only is it the debut year for West 

Rainton and Leamside’s stunning new 

banner, we are also being followed on 

the day by a film-maker who is     

producing a film about British cultural 

events.  

Please see Mrs Mac to reserve your 

seats on the free bus to and from the 

village.  


