
 

As one cohort leaves us, another is be-
ginning the journey into school. It is both 
an emotional and exciting time.  

This week, we say goodbye to 16 fantas-
tic year 6 pupils who have worked in-
credibly hard to become the first cohort 
to officially take on the SATs since the 
pandemic struck. This meant recapturing 
lost time and closing gaps in learning 
through lessons, after-school booster, 
homework and tutoring sessions. Ulti-
mately, great attitudes and work ethic 
have led to  successful results for the 
group. They are now ready for their next 
steps in education and beyond.  

We also welcome our nursery cohort into 
school in September and this week saw 
the 12 leavers proudly demonstrate their 
star appeal at our much-loved gradua-
tion event. Thank you to the rest of the 
school for supporting this event and 
making the nursery children feel very 
special.  

Fond farewells and new beginnings... 
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Dates for your diary: 

 

• Thursday 21st July– break up 
for summer 

 

• Tuesday 6th September– all year 
groups return to school 

 
 
 
 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES 22-23 

• Autumn half term– break up Fri 
21st Oct– return Monday 31st 
Oct. 

• Christmas– break up Tue 20th 
Dec– return Thurs 5th Jan 

• Spring half term– break up Fri 
17th Feb– return Mon 27th Feb 

• Easter– break up Fri 31st March
– return Mon 17th April 

• Summer half term– break up Fri 
26th May– return Mon 5th June 

• Summer 2023– break up Thur 
20th July 

 
 
Teacher training days planned for 
NEXT academic year: 
Monday 5th September 2022 
Wednesday 4th January 2023 
Friday 19th May 2023 
Friday 21st July 2023 
 
 
 
 

There have been many highlights of the 
21-22 academic year and all pupils have 
regained strong learning habits and a 
drive to continually improve. Phonics 
progress in our younger pupils has been 
great, our Y4 pupils aced the multiplica-
tion tables check and our Year 2s had to 
take on KS1 SATs in what was ultimate-
ly their first full year of school.  

We are incredibly proud of all of our 
pupils this year and we are excited to 
continue the journey in September.  

We have some exciting new projects, 
events and experiences in the planning 
for 22-23; WRPS really is the place to 
be!  



 

  We had a great time recent-
ly, taking two classes to 
Beamish Museum to comple-
ment their studies in history 
and science.  

Year 1 pupils enjoyed learning 
about life as a coal miner 
when they were charged with 
the task of tidying up a very 
messy pit cottage, complete 
with chamber pot! The chil-
dren were exposed to the fact 
that life before vacuum clean-
ers, electric irons, central heat-

ing, dishwashers and takea-
ways was tough! They also 
learned that homes    contain-
ing coal fires got dusty very 
quickly.  

Our older pupils enjoyed a 
fantastic science activity learn-
ing about the development of 
the safety lamp after the 
Felling Mine Disaster in 1812. 
They learned about the ‘fire 
triangle’, how Humphrey 
Davey made a useful discovery 
about wire gauze and why the 

choice between prison and be-
coming a ‘fireman’ was not as 
easy a decision as it first         
appeared!  

 

jump and shot put. We 
have some brilliant athletes 
in years 3-6.  

Sports’ day allowed us to 
see how talented all of our 
younger pupils are too as 
we competed in traditional 
races and the tug-o-war, 
before crowning Moorhouse 
this year’s victors!  

Congratulations to Finchale 

Whilst our sporting events 
still occurred in 2020 and 
2021, it felt like a proper 
return to our normal pro-
ceedings this year when we 
welcomed audiences back 
in to share them with us.  

Athletics' records’ day saw 
six year group records   
broken as well as 2 new 
school records in triple 

too, who took the House 
Shield for most house 
points collected across the 
year.  

Beamish trip for Class 2 and Class 6 

A fantastic return to our sports’ events.  

Oxford Street and Camden 
before continuing our tour on 
foot. We visited Horse Guards 
Parade, Downing Street, Tra-
falgar Square, Leicester 
Square, St James’ Park and 
had our picnic lunch out side 

Buckingham Palace.  

Experiencing the sights, 
sounds, landmarks and bustle 
of London is such a vibrant, 
diverse learning experience. 

 Many of the pupils expressed 
a wish to go back to visit, or 
even work or study in the capi-
tal.  

Harry Potter Studios and London 2022 

It was great to take a new 
group of pupils on a trip to 
Warner Brothers’ studio in 
Watford before a day in Lon-
don, recently.  

The pupils, from years 5 and 
6, had a fantastic time explor-
ing the vast studios and seeing 
their favourite scenes, sets, 
props and characters come to 
life. They also enjoyed the gift 
shop at the end!  

After an overnight stay in 
Watford, we headed into the 
capital on day 2, enjoying a 
bus tour of Westminster,  
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It was great to have you 
back at our sports’ events 

this summer.  

Y1 found out that keeping 
the pit cottage clean was 

not an easy job!  

The group enjoyed visiting 

Buckingham Palace 



 

New Department for Education guidance on champi-
oning attendance, comes into force in September 
2022.  

We’ve always had to work hard to reach and main-
tain good levels of attendance and for the past six 
years have been either at, or above national figures. 
Despite still being in that position in 21-22 academic 
year, we know that we all need to work hard in 
September to regain our pre-pandemic levels of  
96%+.  

High attendance is intrinsically linked to pupils   
fulfilling their potential and achieving well. The  

curriculum is so tightly packed, that any day 
missed is very difficult to recapture.  

Pupils whose attendance falls below 90% are 
classed as ‘persistent absentees’ and will be 
monitored by our local authority attendance 
improvement team in September.  

There will be a full return to fixed penalty 
notice fines for term-time holidays of 6 days 
or more (In one or multiple occurrences in an 
academic year). 

Attendance also has links to safeguarding 

matched the theme of our banner bril-
liantly where a ‘dedication to service’ 
forms the image on the reverse.  

We were delighted to take an eager 
group of pupils with us on the day, all 
dressed as a different key worker rep-
resentative including; NHS staff, emer-
gency services, vets, carers, postal 
workers, refuse collectors, teachers, 
cleaners,  utilities workers and food 
suppliers.  

As you can imagine, they stole the 
show!  

This year’s Durham Miners’ Gala 
was a special one for so many 
reasons.  

Not only was it the return every-
one was craving after a three year 
break, it was also our new colliery 
banner’s debut after almost 40 
years.  

This year, the organisers decided 
to dedicate the gala to the key-
workers who kept the country 
safe, fed, educated, healthy and 
moving in 2020 and 2021. This 

Changes to DfE Attendance Guidance 

Key workers celebrated at Durham Miners’ Gala 
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The cutest key workers 
in town!  

Class 4 trip to Arbeia 

Pupils in year 3 finished off their studies 

about The Romans with a trip to Arbeia 

in South Shields.  

After learning about life as a Roman 

soldier it was great to see this ancient 

fort which once guarded the main 

sea route to Hadrian’s Wall. It was 

occupied by the Romans until 

they left Britain the 5th century.   

The children enjoyed exploring 

where the soldiers would have 

trained, exercised, slept and eat-

en.  

A great way to bring our history 

learning to life. 

and supporting our pupils’ holis-
tic development, which is why 
we seek to provide a supportive 
role in getting children into 
school, rather than a punitive 
one.  

Our children have many incen-
tives to attend well, including 
termly raffles and the whole-
school inflatables reward day, if 
we hit our target of 96% as a 
school.  

School attendance: guidance 

for schools - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance


 

third most common language used online, after 

English and German.  

Learning French gives children a good founda-

tion from which to learn other Latin-based lan-

guages such as Spanish, Italian and Portuguese 

as well as a deeper understanding of the roots 

of English. Through close relationships with our 

local secondary schools, we also know that the 

knowledge and skills we instil in French, give 

our children a springboard to success in the 

subject.  

Learning a foreign language is a great leveller 

for children, and one of the few subjects where 

everyone is learning together at a similar rate 

and pace. This gives it a different social dynamic 

in the classroom and fosters confidence and self

-belief to attempt something new and exciting 

regardless of prior ability.  

Most importantly of all, French is also great fun!  

 

We are incredibly proud of the broad and    
balanced curriculum offer the pupils at 
West Rainton receive.  

A highly popular component of that provi-
sion, is in the subject of Languages, led in 
school by  Mrs McDonough.  

Children in years 3-6 receive an hour of 
languages provision per week, picking up 
new vocabulary, language structure and 
cultural knowledge through fun games, 
songs, stories and tasks. It is universally 
loved by all of our pupils!  

At West Rainton Primary School, the lan-

guages curriculum is predominantly cen-

tred around French. Alongside English, 

French is the only language spoken on all 

continents of the world. It is also the sec-

ond most widely-taught language across 

the world after English. In an ever-growing 

technological world, French is also the 

A focus on the subject of Languages 

Summer disco fun 

benefits the children. If you’d like to 
join our PTA in the coming year, to 
plan and provide events like this, 
please speak to any staff member for 
information.  

 
 
 

Our summer disco, held in June, is the 
first disco that we invite our preschool 
nursery children to attend and this 
year, they had a whale of a time!  
 
It was great to see our 3 and 4 year-
old friends front and centre on the 
dance floor! It was equally great to 
see all of the older children taking 
care of them and ensuring they had 
the best experience.  
 
Face painting was incredibly popular, 
keeping three staff members busy for 
the full 90 minutes. There were also 
spot prizes, tuck shop treats, a lucky 
dip and a huge inflatable rainbow.  
 
Thank you for supporting our disco 
events as the funds we raise directly 

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

• See how our exciting new school year has begun 

• Look at the subject of RE in WRPS 

• Share in our exciting plans for winter time 
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Are you keeping your de-

tails and permissions up 

to date? 

It is vitally important that you regularly 
check that the information we hold on 
you and your children is up to date.  

We send out annual data collection 
sheets for basic details but we under-
stand things may change in    between.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 
numbers, relative lists, medical infor-
mation and people who are able to 
collect your child must be given to us at 
the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your child 
to have   photos/videos taken have 
changed, it is important to let us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 
data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 
our privacy           statements for par-
ents. 

Uniform shopping 

Recently, on Class Dojo, we posted some 

information about two of the big super-

markets’ offers on school uniform.  

We will continue to look for any deals we 

can point parents towards over the   

summer .  

As we head into the holidays, can we 

politely remind parents: 

Ear piercing should happen straight away 

in the holidays as earrings are not per-

mitted in school.  

Leggings are not permitted uniform   

unless worn under a skirt or dress. 

Jeans and tracksuit bottoms are not  

permitted uniform.  

Trainers are not permitted footwear  

This is to best prepare children for the 

strict, non-negotiable uniform habits in 

secondary school, and we thank you for 

your support in this.  


